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STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION,

PUNJAB ‘
RED CROSS BHAWAN ,SECTOR 16

CHANDIGARH
To ‘
All the State Information Commissioners Punjab,
Chandigarh.
Memo Mo. 17/1/201 1-SA-Admn-PSIC/
Chandigarh, dated the Nov., 2018
Subject:- Minutes of 36" Meeting of the Full Commission of the State Information

Commission Punjab held on 31.10.2018 at 1.00 PM.
ok

A copy of Minutes of 36" Meeting of the Full Commission of the State
Information Commission, Punjab held on 31.10.2018 at 1,00 PM, under the Chairmanship
of Hon'ble Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab, is sent herewith for information and
necessary action.

sy
Eadst. No. 17/1/2011-8A-Acmn2017~ §]19 Dated, the§{}November.2018

A copy alongwith a copy of minutes is forwarded to the following for
information and necessary action:-

Secretary to CIC for the kind information of Hon'ble CIC,
Private Secretary to Secretary, PSIC

1.
2.
3. Depi egistrar, State Information Commission,Punjab;
4 uty Controller Finance Account,PSIC
5 System Adminisuator/l’rogranuner,PSIC

Section Officer
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MINUTES OF 3™ MEETING OF THE FULL COMMISSION OF THE STATE
INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB HELD ON 3157 OCTOBER 2018 AT 1.00 PM
UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF DR. S.S.CHANNY, HON’BLE CHIEF
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, IN HIS OFFICE ROOM

Present:
1 Shri A.S.Chanduraian, Ld. State Information Commissioner
2 Dr. Pawan Kumar Singla Ld. State Information Commissioner
3 Prof(Mrs.)Viney Kapoor Mehra Ld. State Information Commissioner
4 Mrs. Preety Chawla Ld. State Information Commissioner
5 Shri Avtar Singh Kaler Ld. State Information Commissioner
6 Shri Hem Inder Singh Ld. State Information Commissioner
7 Shri Sanjiv Garg, Ld. State Information Commissioner
8 Shri Kushwant Singh Ld. State Information Commissioner

The Hon'ble Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab, welcomed all the
members for attending the meeting of the Full Commission,
The following agenda was discussed and decided item wise as under:
ltemNo.1:  CC No. 654 of 2018 ~ Shri Vijay Kumar Sharma Vs PIO
Commissioner, MC, Patiala — Issue to be decided is whether
complaint case can be entertained in the Commission when the
applicant has filled First Appeal to First Appellate Authority.
The issue was discussed in detail and it was decided to obtain legal
opinion from Legal Advisor of the Commission.
Item No.2:  Difficulties being faced by the applicants approaching Information
Commission - suggestions sent by Dr.Rajesh Gupta.

The issues raised by the applicant in his representation were deliberated
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as under:-

a)

b)

4

Upon and it was decided to approach the State Government for taking necessary action

To amend Rule 13 of Punjab Right to Information Rules, 2017 and to
provide therein that only the PIO or in compelling circumstances the
APIO, who is well conversant with the facts of the case, should be deputed
to attend the hearings in the Commission instead of the existing provision
that any representative or any its officers can be deputed to present the
case.

To impart training to the PIO/APIOs and First Appellant  Authorities to
deal with the RTI applications and first appeals effectively according
to the provisions of RTI Act.

To issue instructions to all the Departments of the State Govt. to instruct
the PIOs under their control to supply specific/point wise information to
the applicants by adding forwarding letter and index of the documents
being supplied to him. The information being supplied to the applicant
should also have page numbering and duly attested.

To issue instructions to all the Department of the State Govt to instruct
the FAAs under their control to decide the first appeals with the time
prescribed in the RTI Act/Rules and pass speaking orders in respect of
these appeals instead of forwarding back the appeal to the PIO to take
necessary action. This attitude/ practice again results in the wastage of
time and energy of the applicants and also they loose one opportunity
provided under the law to get justice at the level of FAA. In the absence
proper functioning of system at the level of FAA, the
appellants/complainants  are unnecessarily made to file second
appeal/complaint and incur their meager resources

ltemNo.3  Pendency/disposal of appeal/complaint cases as on 31-8-2018,

The issue with regard to pendency/disposal of the appeal/complaint cases

was discussed. It was got noted down that the pendency, in general, should not be

more than the institution. All the State Information Commissioners were requested to

take necessary action. It was also observed that pendency could be more because the

compliance of orders pronounced by the Benches is also being ensured by the benches

before disposing the cases. However, this should not be the sole reason.
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Item No.5:

Item No.4:

Shri Manjit Singh r/o Patiala has alleged that provisions of RTI Act
are being violated by the Commissioners and their position is
being misused by them.

As decided with regard to Agenda item no.2 above.

Complaint of Smt Sneha Singh - Undue extra ordinary long and
artificial pendency of second appeals and complaints in Punjab
State Information Commission,

The matter was discussed and suggestions given by the complainant Smt

Sneha Singh have been noted.

Item No.6

Annual Report of the Punjab State Information Commission for
the year 2015

Annual Report of the Punjab State Information Commission for the year

2015 was discussed and approved.

ltwas also desired by the Full Commission that the remaining Annual

Reports of the Commission be submitted before it expeditiously.

e L




