STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Rajinder Pal Singh,

S/o Sh. Utam Singh, 

R/o Village:Chak Budho Ke,

P.O. Chak Budho, Tehsil:Jalalabad,

DIstt:Fazilka.

…………………………….Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o Tehsildar, Jalalabad, 

Distt:Fazilka.

…………………………..Respondent

Complaint No. 1189 of 2013

Alongwith

CC NO. 1190 of 2013

                                                      CC No. 1191 of 2013

CC No. 1192 of 2013
Present
(i) Sh. Rajinder Pal Singh, the Complainant


(ii) None is present on behalf of the Respondent.

ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          06.02.2013
PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
15.03.2013

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Appellant states that incomplete information has been provided to him sofar.  Neither the PIO nor his representative is present for today’s hearing.  Tehsildar, Jalalabad 
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has informed the Commission that due to election duty he can not attend today’s hearing and has sent the complete information to the Commission.  Copy of the information as submitted by the Respondent is handed over to the Complainant.  Complainant has received the same and is satisfied.
Decision:


 In view of the above, no further cause of action is left and the case is disposed of and closed.  Copies of the order be sent to the parties.   


Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Er. Arun Garg, S/o Sh. Sham Lal,

R/o # 40, Central Town, V.Daad,

P.O.:Lalton, Distt:Ludhiana.

…………………………….Appellant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o Pr. Secretary Deptt of Home Affairs

And Justice, Jail Branch, Pb, Civil Sectt.,

Sector:09, Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Pr. Secretary Deptt of Home Affairs

And Justice, Jail Branch, Pb, Civil Sectt.,

Sector:09, Chandigarh.

…………………………..Respondent

Appeal No. 721 of 2013
Present
: (i) Er. Arun Garg, the Appellant



  (ii) Sh. Krishan Pal, Sr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent 
ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          28.04.2011

PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
19.03.2013

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Respondent has brought information to personally deliver it to the Appellant today in the Commission, which is handed over to the Appellant. Appellant has gone through the information and is satisfied.
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The Appellant further states that he has not been provided the information within the time as prescribed under the RTI Act 2005. He has, therefore, suffered mental harassment and financial loss in attending the hearings in the Commission. For this the Appellant demands that the Respondent be penalized and he be compensated for the detriment suffered. 


It is observed that there are glaring systemic deficiencies in the office of Principal Secretary, Department of Home Affairs and Justice, Punjab. Appropriate mechanism has not been provided to keep the record properly by the public authority due to which the information / request under RTI Act, 2005 are not being served properly

The RTI Act 2005 is meant for promoting transparency in governmental functioning by bringing to light governmental actions done behind closed doors so that the common man is kept well informed of the goings on in the public authorities with a view to strengthening democracy. The RTI Act 2005 is not to be used as a substitute for availing of services available under various statutes for matters not involving the bringing to light the mannerism of / flaws in the working of public authority.  


Respondent- PIO is, therefore, warned to be more careful in future while dealing with the matters pertaining to the RTI Act, 2005 and act swiftly.
Decision:


As such, the case is hereby ordered to be closed and disposed of, in view of the fact that complete information stands provided. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
CC: Principal Secretary Department of Home Affairs and Justice, Jail Branch, Pb, Civil Sectt.,Sector:9,Chandigarh 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Karnail Singh,

s/o Shri Mohalla Singh,

r/o Baghe Ke Richar,

Tehsil Jalalabad, Distt. Fazilka 

…………………………….Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o Tehsildar, Jalalabad (west),

Distt. Fazilka 

…………………………..Respondent

Complaint No. 1222 of 2013

Present
Nemo for the parties.
ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          12.12.2012

PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
15.03.2013

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Complainant has informed on telephone that he has received the information and is satisfied.

Decision:


Since the information stands furnished to the satisfaction of the Complainant, the case is closed and disposed of. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 



Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Karnail Singh,

s/o Shri Mohalla Singh,

r/o Baghe Ke Richar,

Tehsil Jalalabad, Distt. Fazilka 

…………………………….Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o BDPO, Jalalabad,

Distt. Fazilka 

…………………………..Respondent

Complaint No. 1223 of 2013

Present
   :  (i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant 

      (ii) Sh. Atul Monga, APO, Jalalabad on behalf of the Respondent 

ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          14.12.2012

PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
18.03.2013

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Respondent states that the required information is ready but the Complainant has not deposited the required fees. As a period of more than 10 days has elapsed since the date of making the application for information, no fees for the supply of information is payable. The Respondent is, therefore, directed to supply the information to the Complainant free of cost. Respondent has agreed to supply the information to the Complainant tomorrow. 
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Decision:


The case is, therefore, disposed of and closed. In case information is not received by the Complainant, he is free to approach the Commission after one month. Copies of the order be sent to the parties

Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Er. Arun Garg, S/o Sh. Sham Lal,

R/o # 40, Central Town, V.Daad,

P.O.:Lalton, Distt:Ludhiana.

…………………………….Appellant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o Pr. Secretary, Deptt of Home Affairs

And Justice, Jail Branch, Pb, Civil Sectt.,

Sector:09, Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Pr. Secretary Deptt of Home Affairs

And Justice, Jail Branch, Pb, Civil Sectt.,

Sector:09, Chandigarh.

…………………………..Respondent

Appeal No. 724 of 2013
Present
: (i) Er. Arun Garg, the Appellant


  (ii) Sh. Krishan Pal, Sr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent 
ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          20.09.2010
PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
19.03.2013
Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Appellant states that no information has been given to him so far. Respondent has brought information to personally deliver it to the Appellant today in the Commission, which is handed over to the Appellant. Appellant has gone through the information and is satisfied.
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The Appellant further states that he has not been provided the information within the time as prescribed under the RTI Act 2005. He has, therefore, suffered mental harassment and financial loss in attending the hearings in the Commission. For this the Appellant demands that the Respondent be penalized and he be compensated for the detriment suffered. 


It is observed that there are glaring systemic deficiencies in the office of Principal Secretary, Department of Home Affairs and Justice, Punjab. Appropriate mechanism has not been provided to keep the record properly by the public authority due to which the information / request under RTI Act, 2005 are not being served properly

The RTI Act 2005 is meant for promoting transparency in governmental functioning by bringing to light governmental actions done behind closed doors so that the common man is kept well informed of the goings on in the public authorities with a view to strengthening democracy. The RTI Act 2005 is not to be used as a substitute for availing of services available under various statutes for matters not involving the bringing to light the mannerism of / flaws in the working of public authority.  

Respondent- PIO is, therefore, warned to be more careful in future while dealing with the matters pertaining to the RTI Act, 2005 and act swiftly.
Decision:


As such, the case is hereby ordered to be closed and disposed of, in view of the fact that complete information stands provided. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
CC: Principal Secretary Department of Home Affairs and Justice, Jail Branch, Pb, Civil Sectt.,Sector:9,Chandigarh 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Er. Arun Garg, S/o Sh. Sham Lal,

R/o # 40, Central Town, V.Daad,

P.O.:Lalton, Distt:Ludhiana.

…………………………….Appellant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o Additional Director General of Police

Prisons, Pb, SCO:8-9, Sector:17/A,

Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Director General of Police (Prisons),

SCO:08-09, Sector:17/A, Chandigarh.

…………………………..Respondent

Appeal No. 726 of 2013

Present :  
(i) Sh. Arun Garg, the Appellant



(ii) Sh. Hardeep Singh, Sr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent 
ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          24.01.2012

PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
19.03.2013

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Respondent states that the sought for information has already been sent to the Appellant. Copy of the information is taken on record. Appellant states that he is satisfied with the information provided except point no. 3. He has sought the reply of the letters dated 19.07.07, 20.07.2007, 27.07.2007 and 21.09.2007 sent to DGP, Punjab. Respondent has sought some more time to provide the above said information to the Appellant. Some more time be given to the Respondent.
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Decision:


Adjourned to 02.07.2013 (at 11.00 AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 



Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Er. Arun Garg, S/o Sh. Sham Lal,

R/o # 40, Central Town, V.Daad,

P.O.:Lalton, Distt:Ludhiana.

…………………………….Appellant

Vs.

Public Information Officer

Additional Director General of Police

Prisons, Pb, SCO:8-9, Sector:17/A,

Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Director General of Police (Prisons),

SCO:08-09, Sector:17/A, Chandigarh.

Public Information Officer

PIO, O/o Principal Secretary of Govt. of Punjab, 

Home Affairs and Justice (Jail Branch), 

Punjab Civil Sectt., Sector 9, Chandigarh
…………………………..Respondent

Appeal No. 720 of 2013

Present
(i) Sh. Arun Garg, the Appellant


(ii) Sh. Dalip Singh, Clerk on behalf of the Respondent 

ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          26.11.2012

PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
25.01.2013

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Sh. Dalip Singh, Clerk, O/o ADGP, Prisons, Punjab has brought the information today in the Commission which is handed over to the Appellant. Appellant has gone through the information and states that he is satisfied with the information except point 
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no. 5(2). Respondent states that this information is to be provided by PIO, O/o Secretary Punjab Government, Home Affairs and Justice (Jail Branch), Chandigarh and they have transferred the application of the Appellant t to the concerned public authority vide no. 8037 dated 23.04.2013. It is observed that today neither the PIO, O/o  Secretary, Home Affairs and Justice (Jail Branch), Chandigarh nor his representative is present to attend the hearing.


Since, the information regarding point no. 5(2) is to be provided by the PIO, O/o Secretary Punjab Government, Home Affairs and Justice (Jail Branch), Chandigarh.  I, therefore, order that PIO, O/o Secretary Punjab Government, Home Affairs and Justice (Jail Branch), Chandigarh be impleaded as Respondent No.2. I further direct that PIO, O/o Secretary Punjab Government, Home Affairs and Justice (Jail Branch), Chandigarh should supply the information to the Appellant before the next date of hearing. He is also directed to be personally present on the next date of hearing.


Decision:


Adjourned to 02.07.2013 (at 11.00  AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the  parties. 


Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Arun Kumar Tewari,

# 16-C, Rattan Nagar,

Tripuri, Patiala.

…………………………….Appellant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o Director General of Police,

Patiala,

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Inspector General of Police,

Zonal-1, Pataila.

…………………………..Respondent

Appeal No. 709 of 2013
Present
(i) Sh. Arun Kumar Tewari, the Appellant


(ii) Sh. Hakam Singh, HC on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

Heard

RTI application filed on          :          07.11.2012
PIO replied


:
Nil

Complaint received in State

Information Commission on 
:
19.03.2013

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing


Appellant states that he has sought the inquiry report from the department which has not been provided to him sofar.  Sh. Hakam Singh, HC appearing on behalf of the Respondent states that the inquiry has been completed but the final action is taken by the DGP, Pb, and they have written to the DGP, Pb in this regard on 14.02.2013, whenever, the action will be taken by the DGP, Pb, final report will be provided to the Appellant.  Respondent is directed to provide the final inquiry report to the Appellant before the next date of hearing.
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Decision:


 Adjourned to 13.06.2013 (11.00AM) for confirmation of compliance.  Copies of the order be sent to the parties.   


Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



                                                           State Information Commissioner
Dated: 8th May, 2013
