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Sh. Narinder Singh S/o S. Malkit Singh, (99155-61962)
R/o Village — ChottaBudhaTheh (Adarsh Nagar Beas),
Tehsil —Baba Bakala Sahib, District Amritsar.  .............coooiiiiiiiiin oL Appellant

Public Information Officer,

Olo Village Development Officer —cum-PI10O,
Gram Panchayat, BudhaTheh,

District -Amritsar.

Public Information Officer,
O/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer,
Block- Raiya, District -Amritsar.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o District Development and Panchayat Officer,
Mini Secretariat, AMIitSar. Respondents
Appeal Case No. 663 of 2020
(Video Conference Proceeding)
Present:- Sh. Niranjan Singh, appellant.
Sh. Chetan Sharma, on behalf of the respondents.

ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 18.3.2020 vide which the
case was adjourned to 8.4.2020 but due to Covid 19 pandemic the case was further adjourned to
10.6.2020 and again adjourned due to administrative reasons for 9.7.2020.

2. The representative of the respondents states that he has brought the information comprising
36 pages and handed over the same to the appellant during the course of hearing. After going through
the same the appellant states that the complete information has been provided by the respondents and
he is satisfied except that the information related to the compensation given by the government as a
loss to the former PATEDAR has not been supplied.

3. After hearing both the parties, the respondents are directed to supply the information related
to the compensation given by the government as a loss to the former PATEDAR in case the same has
been paid else give in writing that no compensation has been paid by the respondents during the last 5
years as per the RTI application to the appellant before the next date of hearing under intimation to
the Commission.

4. To come up on 24.8.2020 at 11.30 AM to be heard through Video Conference Facility
available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar.
SD/
Dated:7.8.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Niranjan Singh
# 1681, Street Guruanwali,
Jandiala Guru,
District Amritsar ..Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer
o/o Director,
Rural Development and PanchayatDeptt., Punjab
VikasBhawan, Sector 62,
Mohali.
..Respondent
Complaint Case No. 265 of 2020
(Video Conference/Cisco Webex Proceedings)
Present:- Sh. Niranjan Singh, complainant.
Sh. Rajwant Singh, Senior Assistant on behalf of the respondent through Webex

Order

This order may be read with reference of the previous order dated 22.6.2020 vide which the
respondent was directed to supply the form 16 to the complainant before the next date of hearing
and the case was adjourned to 9.7.2020 but could not be heard due to administrative reasons and
further postponed to 7.8.2020.

2. The representative of the respondents states that he has sent the information vide letter
dated 8.7.2020 as directed by the Commission during the previous date of hearing and intimation
has been sent to the Commission by email dated 8.7.2020, which is taken on the record.

3. The complainant states that he has received the form 16 and he is satisfied with the
information provided by the respondents.

4, As the sought information has been received by the complainant as per his RTI application,
there is no further cause of action is required in this case, hence, this case is disposed of and closed.

SD/
Dated 7.8.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Niranjan Singh
# 1681, Street Guruanwali,
Jandiala Guru,
District Amritsar ..Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer
o/o Director,
Rural Development and PanchayatDeptt., Punjab
VikasBhawan, Sector 62,
Mohali.
..Respondent
Complaint Case No. 254 of 2020
(Video Conference/Cisco Webex Proceedings)
Present:- Sh. Niranjan Singh, complainant.
Sh. Kuldip Singh Sr. Assistant on the behalf of the respondents.

Order

This order may be read with reference of the previous order dated 22.6.2020 vide which the
complainant was advised to go through the information supplied to him and point out the
deficiency, if any, to the respondent before the next date of hearing and the case was adjourned to
9.7.2020 which could not be heard due to administrative reasons and the case was further
postponed to 7.8.2020.

2. The representative of the respondent states that the information has been supplied to the
complaint. Whereas, the complainant states that the information has been received through
whatsapp but no physical copy of the same has been received although he is satisfied with the same.

3. As the copy of the same is available on the record of the Commission, hence, the copy of the
same is attached with the order.

4. After deliberations and the satisfaction of the complainant there is no cause of action is left
in this case. Accordingly, the case is disposed of and closed.

sSb/
Dated 7.8.2020 (Suresh Arora)

Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Niranjan Singh
# 1681, Street Guruanwali,
Jandiala Guru,
District Amritsar ..Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer
o/o Director,
Rural Development and PanchayatDeptt., Punjab
VikasBhawan, Sector 62,
Mohali.
..Respondent
Complaint Case No. 252 of 2020
(Video Conference/Cisco Webex Proceedings)
Present:- Sh. Niranjan Singh, complainant.
Sh. Rajwant Singh, Sr. Assistant on the behalf of the respondent on Cisco Webex.
Order

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 22.6.2020 vide which the
respondent was directed to provide the detail of Rs 535210/- deposited in the account of the
complainant before the next date of hearing and the case was adjourned to 9.7.2020 but the case
could not be heard due to administrative reasons and was further postponed to 7.8.2020.

2. The Complainant states that he has not received the hard copy of the information.

3. The representative of the respondent states that the information has already been supplied
to the complainant. The Commission has also received the information vide letter No. 865 dated
23.6.2020, which is taken on record, i.e. detailed information regarding the deposit of Rs 535210/- in
the account of the complainant. A copy of the same is attached with the order.

4. After hearing both the parties, the Commission is of the view that no cause of action is left in
this case, hence, the case is disposed of and closed.

sSb/
Dated: 7.8.2020 (Suresh Arora)

Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Mahant Amardeep Singh S/o Sh. Chanan Singh,

R/o # 1529/12, (73071-65600)

Street Karam Singh,

Chowk Karori, Amritsar- |,

District Amritsar. . Complainant
Vs

Public Information Officer,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,
Administrative Complex, Amritsar. L Respondent
Complaint Case .No. 1011 of 2019
(Video Conference Proceeding)
Present: Sh. Mahant Amardeep Singh, appellant.
Sh. Mukesh Kumar, DRO (9646995595) on behalf of the respondent.

Order

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 16.3.2020 vide which the
respondent was given the last opportunity to supply the sought information before the next date of
hearing and the case was adjourned to 27.3.2020 but could not be heard due to Covid 19 and was
postponed to 10.6.2020 and further adjourned to 9.7.2020 due to administrative reasons and fixed
for hearing on 7.8.2020.

2. The complainant states that information has been received except the date of issuance of
the arm license no. 478/PS/division/D.M./Amritsar and dates on which the licence has been
renewed. The respondent-Public Information Officer requests for a short date and gave an assurance
that the same will be provided before the next date of hearing, as the official staff is busy in the
affairs of organizing the Independence Day.

4, After hearing both the parties, the date of issuance of the arm license no. 478/PS/
division/D.M./Amritsar and dates on which the licence has been renewed may be provided to the
complainant as per the assurance given by the respondent-Public Information Officer before the
next date of hearing.

5. To come up on 28.8.2020 at 11.30A.M. to be heard through video conference facility
available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar.

SD/
Dated 7.8.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.

Sh. Vikram Vaid, RTI Activist and Whistle Blower,
R/o #1527, Gali No. 2,(9855032897)
Bagh Ramanand,

Amritsar.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Tehsildar,
Amritsar I,
Amritsar.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,
Administrative Complex

Amritsar.

Present:-

ORDER

.................................... Respondents
Appeal Case No. 255 of 2020
(Video Conference Proceeding)
Shri Vikram Vaid, appellant
Sh. Arvinder Singh, Reader to Tehsildar on behalf of the respondents.

The facts of the case are that the appellant has sought the following information by

filing the RTl application on 5.8.2019:-

1.

Affidavit is not duly stamped as per prescribed rules please intimate whether
this is valid without stamp.

Please intimate the serial no. and detail of holder in kept in the register
maintained for the purpose before issuance of an affidavit. Please provide
attested photo copy of specified page.

Please intimate the detail of fee/cost if paid by Sh. Bhupinder Singh on whose
name this affidavit is prepared and attested copy of fee/cost receipt
(document) may please be provided.

The affidavit is stamped by Executive Magistrate Amritsar which is signed on
dated 19.7.2019, please intimate this stamp is valid or not.

Name of the authority Executive Magistrate Amritsar who signed it may
please be intimated as per your record.

Attested copy of identity card produced by Sh. Bhupinder Singh and available
in your record may please be provided.

If any information/statement/document has been submitted by Sh.
Bhupinder Singh on whose name affidavit is issued may please intimated in
detail along with attested copies of these documents.

Please provide list of affidavit attested during period 18.9.2019 to 20.9.2019
along with serial no., fee deposited and name of attesting authority, copy of
same please be provided.

Contd..P/2
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9. Please provide attested list of Public Information Officer’'s and AA in RTl cell in
o/o Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar.

Again on 8.8.2019 the appellant sent a corrigendum to the respondent-Public
Information Officer that the date mentioned in para 8 of his RTI application dated 5.8.2019
as 18.9.2019 to 20.9.2019 may be read as 18.7.2019 to 20.7.2019.

3. The appellant filed the 1* appeal with the first appellate authority i.e. Deputy
Commissioner, Amritsar on 22.9.2019 but no such record like postal receipt etc. has been
provided to the Commission. As per the record available on the case file, it is also a fact that
the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar is not the 1% appellate authority in this case. This fact
was brought to the notice of the appellant vide letter No. 839 dated 3.10.2019 and No. 564
dated 22.11.2019 by the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar. On the one hand the
appellant has not filed the 1°" appeal to the concerned first appellate authority and while
filing the 2" appeal in the Commission, it transpires that the appellant had knowingly
hidden this fact and not attached the letters written by the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar
and later on while sending an email dated 8.7.2020, the said letters have been submitted by
the appellant.

4, Aggrieved with the decision of the respondent-Public Information Officer, the
appellant preferred the 2" appeal in the State Information Commission on 8.1.2020 which
has been diarized in the Commission vide No. 458 dated 8.1.2020 and the following relief

has been sought from the Commission as per his 2" appeal :-

7. Detail of Information Sought:-

| wanted to know the detail of deponent in regard to authenticity in declaring
statement contained in affidavit, recording of purchased of legal stamps in register
maintained this purpose and signed by the deponent at the time of preparation. The
only object was to find the correctness of affidavit.

Contd..P/3



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172 2864110 Helpline 01722864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com

Appeal Case No. 255 of 2020

-3-
8. Brief facts of the case:-
The information relating to an affidavit provided by Public Information
Officer/RTI DCP Amritsar in Appeal Case No. 1678 of 2018 as per ordered by Hon’ble
State Information Commissioner, Sh. Avtar Singh Kaler. | found deficiencies in
affidavit as per ruling prescribed in affidavit manual hence, | asked information from
Public Information Officer/RTI Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar.
9to 14.......”
5. A notice of hearing was issued to the respondent-Public Information Officer for
12.2.2020. Both the parties remained present in which the appellant submitted that no
information has been provided and the representative of the respondents stated that no
information is available in their record as sought by the appellant. After deliberations, it was
revealed that information seeker was just seeking the information regarding the validity and
authenticity of an affidavit and the respondent-Public Information Officer was directed to
submit response in writing to the appellant with a copy to the Commission. On the next date
of hearing i.e. 3.3.2020 none was present on behalf of the respondents and it was learnt
that staff of all Deputy Commissioners are on mass leave and hence the last opportunity

was granted to the respondents to supply the requisite information to the appellant and the

next date of hearing was fixed as 18.3.2020.

6. During the hearing on 18.3.2020, the representative of the respondents Sh. Arvinder
Singh, Reader to Tehsildar, Amritsar-1 assured that the information would be provided to
the appellant within one hour and as per the assurance given by the representative of the

respondents, the case was adjourned to the next day i.e. 19.3.2020.

7. On 19.3.2020, due to non supply of information and the absence of the respondents,
a show cause notice was issued to the respondent-Public Information Officer Sh. Manijit
Singh, Tehsildar, Amritsar-2 and Shri Arvinder Singh, Reader to Tehsildar, Amritsar-2 under
Section 19(8)(b) of the Right to Information Act, 2005 for award of compensation in favour
of the appellant and the case was fixed for hearing on 4.5.2020 but could not be heard due
to Covid 19 pandemic and the case was adjourned to 10.6.2020 and 9.7.2020 and further
adjourned to 7.8.2020.

Contd..P/4
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8. During the hearing today i.e. 7.8.2020, the appellant states that no information has
been supplied by the respondents whereas the representative of the respondents states
that the information has already been sent to the appellant with a copy to the Commission
vide letter No. 16 dated 20.3.2020, which is taken on record. The reply submitted by the

respondents is reproduced below:-

famr 7Y fx &% =8 IBSm fanis Agaat wifuagt 2% UR 13T fam™ J1 Adg
it JETfE3T nigA™d ATATST PIfTIT 2% 20 9 »iE®3t »i3 afHAGT feg o3
AE T A<y Isenr famis € gu 99 €3 AiE J6, fAgh € Gua fam 337 =
AU f58<t &t waret AiEt | fen et feg guetr fans wgAs I »f3 fem 9
fam 3gt < =t st art a3 T

Y B MAIHT AT Yfanr famr A fg Agarg © far &cifearms A faum
nidts fer 3 AcY 383 st maret At fam o9z g3t &St At 9 @ fem
Te39 &9 nifigr 3t actfeans Fge &dt I fafa feo gadhr famrs Hawar
fHe® nie®3t & foudfcar g9 @8 UH J9d o &% ATHS J9<e AT J6| fer
aJa feg gerfest @t fAes dac o faudféay/e ef$ar auet uH Jahit gadrt
I5| fer »et feg meat Hawdr fes niess & fousfear EFAT Ul yus 396
o 59 St AR

The representative of the respondents further states that the information, whatever
on record has been supplied and nothing more is available in their office that can be
supplied to the appellant. With regard to the show cause notice issued to the respondents,
the representative of the respondents states that the RTI application of the appellant was
transferred from the o/o Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar vide No. 476 dated 19.8.2019 and
a reply was given within 30 days i.e. vide No. 62 dated 18.9.2019 to the appellant that the
sought information is in question form, hence, the request of the appellant was not
accepted. Furthermore, the representative of the respondents states that after
deliberations the Commission opined that as per the request of the appellant, he wanted to
know the validity and authenticity of the affidavit of Sh. Bhupinder Singh which has to be
informed. In addition, the representative of the respondents states that on 18" March, 2020
after the hearing was over, the appellant said that he would collect the information by hand
from him, which was ready and this fact was also brought to the notice of the Commission
as well as to the appellant during the hearing, but the appellant has
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not come to the office to collect the same. The representative of the respondents further
states that on 19" March, 2020 the government launched the special drive to identify the
key areas to combat with the Covid 19 pandemic, hence, nobody appeared on behalf of the
respondents, as the District Administration was busy in managing the affairs to overcome
the Covid 19 pandemic. The representative of the respondents further states that the
officer/officials are still assigned the special duties concerning the Covid 19 pandemic in
addition to their own duties. Hence, he requests that due to the reason mentioned herein
and in the public interest, it was not possible for the office to spare anybody to attend the
hearings in this case and further requests to file the show cause notice issued to them, as
per the submissions, already sent to the Commission in this regard, which is taken on
record.
9. Whereas the appellant is adamant and states that he has just sought the information
to verify the validity and authenticity of the affidavit filed by Sh. Bhupinder Singh in a
separate appeal case no. 1678 of 2018. The appellant further states that he is not satisfied
with the information so supplied by the respondents and the reply given by the respondent-
Public Information Officer, is not acceptable to him. The appellant also pressed the
Commission that this fact may be recorded, while passing the orders in the instant case.

However, the representative of the respondents further clarifies that the affidavit
attested by the Tehsildar, Amritsar-2 of Sh. Bhupinder Singh is valid and genuine. The
representative of the respondents further clarifies that the attestation of the Tehsildar does
not mean that the contents of the affidavit are being verified but it means that the person
who has given the affidavit is genuine. Furthermore the representative of the respondents
states that the affidavit given by Sh. Bhupinder Singh is valid and authentic.
10. After hearing the submissions of the representative of the respondents regarding
show cause notice issued to both Sh. Manijit Singh, Tehsildar and Sh. Arvinder Singh, Reader
to Tehsildar, the Commission accepts the plea taken by the respondents on the grounds that
18" and 19" March, 2020 were the crucial days for the Administration to cope up with the
Covid 19 pandemic and even the instructions dated 20.3.2020 were issued by the
Government of Punjab to all the Heads of the Departments including the Deputy
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Commissioner to ensure 50 percent attendance of the staff in offices and 50% staff was
instructed to work from home and also the advisory was issued by the Government of
Punjab that there should not be a gathering of 50 persons or more in the office. Even, the
Commission itself issued the office order on 19.3.2020 regarding pre-cautionary measures
to be taken in the wake of the Pandemic of Corona Virus (Covid -19). It is also a fact that the
Government of Punjab issued number of advisories to the District Administration during
these days. Hence, the show cause notices issued to Sh. Manjit Singh, Tehsildar and Sh.
Arvinder Singh, Reader to Tehsildar are hereby dropped.

11. It is also a matter of record that in the instant case, the Public Information Officer
o/o the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar returned the 1% appeal filed by the appellant twice
vide No0.839 dated 3.10.2019 and No.564 dated 22.11.2019 on the grounds that it relates to
the Tehsildar, Amritsar-2 and the said office is having their own Public Information Officer
and first appellate authority, without mentioning the appropriate name of the first appellate
authority although the first appellate authority exists in the subordinate office of the Deputy

Commissioner.

Whereas Section 7(8) of the RTlI Act provides that where a request of the
appellant/complainant has been rejected under sub-section (1), the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall
communicate to the person making the request regarding the particulars of the appellate

authority.

The action taken by the Public Information Officer o/o the Deputy Commissioner,
Amritsar is not as per the law. Rather the request of the appellant should have been
returned to the appellant by mentioning the correct name and address of the first appellate
authority to enable the appellant to file the 1% appeal to the concerned appellate authority.

Accordingly, the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar is directed to pass appropriate
instructions to its subordinate offices as mentioned above to take care of the same while
dealing with the RTI application(s).
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12. The RTI Act has been enacted for setting up the practical regime of right to
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public
authorities, in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every
public authority. The other objective of the RTI Act is an informed citizenry and
Transparency of information which are vital to its functioning and also to contain corruption
and to hold governments and their instrumentalities accountable to the governed but
revelation of information in actual practice is likely to conflict with other public interests
including efficient operations of the Governments, optimum use of limited fiscal resources
and the preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information.

13. It will also be appropriate to consider the office memorandum issued by the
Department of Personnel & Training, Government of India vide No. 11/2/2008-IR dated
10.7.2008 in which it has been stated that the Public Information Officer has to supply the
‘material’ in the form as held by the public authority and it is not required to do research on
behalf of the citizen to deduce anything from the material and then supply it to him, and the
orders issued by the Punjab State Information Commission in CC No. 2177 of 2010 (DOD
2.8.2010) in which it has been mentioned that the information to be collected, collated,
tabulated and rearranged is not within the purview of the RTI Act. Subsequently, the office
memorandum issued by the Department of Personnel and Training, Government of India

vide no. 1/18/2011-IR dated 16.9.2011 in which it has been mentioned that:-

“only such information can be supplied under the Act which already exists and is held
by the public authority or held by the public authority or held under the control of the
public authority. The Public Information Officer is not supposed to create information
or to interpret information or to solve the problems raised by the applicant or to
furnish the replies to hypothetical questions”.

14. After considering the submissions of the appellant, information/suitable reply given

by the respondents, especially concerning the validity and authenticity of the affidavit of Sh.

Bhupinder Singh, as mentioned in para 8 above ( A copy of the letter bearing No. 16 dated
Contd..P/8



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172 2864110 Helpline 01722864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com

Appeal Case No. 255 of 2020

20.3.2020 is attached with this order), the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 and the
instructions issued by the Ministry of Personnel & Training, Government of India, the
Commission observes that no more action is required to be taken in the instant case, hence,
the case is disposed of and closed.

15. The order of the case is also sent to the Registry Branch of the Commission to

scrutinize cases thoroughly before accepting the 2" appeals in the Commission.

Sb/

Dated:7.8.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.



