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Sh. Vikul Puri 9888588282

# 377, Puda Colony,
Malout 152107

Vs
Superintendent-cum-
Public Information Officer
o/o Chief Minister, Punjab,
(General Branch)
Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority
o/o Chief Minister, Punjab,
Chandigarh.

Appeal Case No. 3714 of 2020
ORDER

....Appellant

....Respondents

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 7 April

2022 vide which the order in this case was reserved to be pronounced.

2. The appellant has sought the following information:-

1. The Chief Minister of Punjab has announced the crealion of Chief Minister ¢ Relief fund —Covid
-19 in Emergency Situation (CM Relief fund ) and appealed the citizens to donate money to it. |
request you to provide me with the soft copies of the deed of CM Relief fund —Covid -19 ,all
Government Orders, notifications and circulars related to creation and operation CM s Relief

fund —Covid -19..

2. Give also Details related to the expenditure ,Up to date expenditure from this fund and if

allocated to different Districts of Punjab in Punjab State.

The total collection of amount in CM s Relief fund —Covid -19 to till date.

4. Give the details ,the fund whom amount allocated if allocated to different wings of the

government .like medical services , Health services,

information given

5. Provide me the Name, designation Full address of P10 and FAA, from today to till lnst\
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3. The appellant filed the RTI application on 2 June 2020 and the respondent
Public Information Officer sent the written reply to the appellant vide letter dated 10

July 2020, the relevant part of which reads as follows:-

« 8 & 1 AEG FEAT cmrt.punjab.gov.In F TTET 7Y WATET S

o BRNE 2 F a4 T Han At woun wHO STl faaas 2 vewe 850 Ud HEL 96 |
wra A ntEe, wae-2005 € GuE wimiTa 2 guR Yyt e 22 anil @ foaw &5 850
Ufant & (850 x 2=1700) @8 1700~ Ju? w3 afareasd I gdt Iz T uad'
IadEs 1820k IuR wEE & fow 3 wa Anrdl g wdls Tos YuE @95
sEl wrel dIH ST 1700 + 1620=3320 FuP I fad wgws faR ffa gaiad ot
Ax qaed Gret grte fon eege § 37 7R 37 fa Wy § gus yaEhe qgEs 7/
Aa-

Crossed Bank DraftlPO in favour of the Head of Department Public Authonty

concemed onty

2) n cash (Superintendent Cash, 5th Floor, Punjab Ciwil Secretanat Sector-1

Chandigarl

Iheough Treasury Challan in the Head of Account

Major Head 0Q70-Other Admmistratiy 80-Other Services-800-Other Recel
86-Fee under Right o Infermation Act 20
w0 & s Ul Hes’ I8 WETd -
Name Designation Full Address Contact Numbs
Jasbir Singh Superintendent-Cum- Room No 20 lind Floor, Chief Minister | 0172.2742536
PIO Office Punjab Civil Secretarist)

Gurnindet Singh | Under Secretary | Room No 22, |lind Floor, Chief Minister | 0172-274276
Bhatia General-Cum-FAA Qllice ‘unjab Civil Secretariat-l

Chondwgarh

4, Aggrieved the appellant filed the first appeal before the ‘Fir.st Appellate

Authority on 21 September 2020 vide which he had requested that as per section

7(6) of the RTI Act the Public Information Officer may be directed to supply the

information free of charge.

5. First Appellate Authority passed the order on 23 October 2020 on the first
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appeal filed by the appellant and the relevant portion of the same is reproduced

below.:-

ST Wil Wl fow vy 8 wa Al vae vl o fafier 3
| sought some certified coples of Infannation fromn PIO/AMO office of CMO But PID/ZAPIO '
has demanded apraximately s, 3320. I replied 1o above said letter on dated 27.07.2020
that aceoeding %0 RTI Act 2005 Section 7(€) In the RTI Act 2005 (6) Noawsh standing
anything contained in sub section (5) the persen making request for the information shal be
provided tho Information free of charge whare i ptiic authortly fals o comply with the time
fimits specified in sub section (1)

P10 fall 1o inform me the charpes of RT1 within spadified pariod of 30 cays.
S0 you are appesied K provide Mo Informaticn free of changes under the provisions of RTI .
Act 2005.

gmm?waﬁmxesﬁamwozoc.zozoﬁgmm
ez frg figt 17.06.2020 § @ 98 A, R vy I P izt =dte 22 3w 19
ﬁawmmmsmsammsmmmEm
wiger w3 U e waegE WS Sk 3l f I e § v it wem @ N
& CMO/RTI/Spl/2020/GA7 /1643 =t 10.07.2020 T Hie T B famr v w3
Ard € & Qaz vawe Wit &, T Jo YW SSTRE mi wadnd. ez

s g 3320/ P 9 Bt f5fiewr i
fiery Qudds wry 2 5T Bl 20.07.2020 Yz A 7t fiom g w4,

fres fr fsfiony 7 1 g ¥ Bt 13,07.2020 § Shoeas Ua S fowr 3 va oy

Gua farde & it 10.07.2020 v 7@ & w1 & 2 AW fisg Mefionr o f wa
wit feg e raet @ vl wd @ 7 el vd & @ vews dn i SR
e wd w d mise S AmrdfrER S 2 AN AR B & 3 Re vt S

'R0 @ e v wet ) o et o 28 i S o o et e fa@faan\

arE € 30 fow At van I gar

QuIRz Jut @ wee wry 38 yuz I8 wls § 4T fearfanr e w

Wl R 5 i 23 @ w98 2w et et 3, 9 wadtordt e 2005 @ -
Quetet 2(n) fee e ot Jer fror e wey  fior Tl A8 & ow yddr FTTEE
3 W e 18w e @ w S 34 o 3 Hare o 9w for
é”‘:&?mwﬂa’mma@ewa@m Fa Teg9 & vafsa iy
mmemwemﬁmmymymam
RS e T € yow et w st e B, 32, et s, drre fres

AAFIT-1, Uty find 7R3 100 I eulss 1.00 A Fa B ma2 A
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6. Not satisfied with the reply given by the Public Information Officer and the

decision passed by the First Appellate Authority, the appellant filed the second
appeal before the Commission on 24th November 2020.

7. Accordingly, the notice for hearing was issued to the parties for 17 February
2021 but due to administrative reasons the case could not be heard on the said date
and was further adjourned to 4 March 2021. Thereafter, the case was postponed for
one or the other reason and was finally, fixed for hearing on 7" April, 2022.

8. After hearing both the parties and going through the record of the case file,
the issue before the Commission is to decide whether Punjab Chief Minister Relief
Fund Covid-19 is a public authority as defined under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, 2005
or not ? After perusing the order passed by the First Appellate Authority, it is noticed
that instead of passing a speaking order it has simply been concluded that the said
authority is not covered under Section 2(h) and no information can be supplied to
the appellant although the issue before First Appellate Authority was whether to

provide information free of cost or after deposit of requisite fee.

9. Section 2(h) provides -

"public authority" means any authority or body or institution of self-
government established or constituted—

(a) by or under the Constitution;

(b) by any other law made by Parliament;

(c) by any other law made by State Legislature;

(d) by notification issued or order made by the appropriate
Government,

and includes any—
(i) body owned, controlled or substantially financed;

(ii) non-Government organisation substantially financed,
directly or indirectly by funds provided by the appropriate Government.

10.  After the perusal of the case file and the submissions made by the parties it is

seen that the Punjab Chief Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 has emerged out of the

Chief Minister Punjab’s Relief Fund (CMRF). The respondent has placed on record, a
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copy of the proceedings which has been signed by the Chief Minister, Chief

Secretary, Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Financial Commissioner (Revenue)

and others relevant portion of which is reproduced below:-

maﬁ?mmfﬂﬂﬂmﬁcovmtw? HDFC Bank, Sec.17, Chandigach
e YRR A Sub Account § W Hedt wom 9 2 13 7 i e i3 kw19 2 et &
EEINE R 595 7% A1 Tane a1 A S fi gt igerg e it 993 3 COVID-19
T Sub Account I3 5 ¥z 'y wmerfenr fimr 7t fim & 9 3o nigArd O

PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER RELIEF FUND COVID-19

* BANK : HDFC BANK, SECTOR-17, CHANDIGARH
ACCOUNT TYPE : SAVING
ACCOUNT NO. : 50100333026124
IFSC CODE : HDFC0000213
SWIFT CODE : HDFCINBB
BRANCH CODE 1 0213

fei fira 9 eame ot wter 3 fr e Fowardivt w3 e § 1 e T Er
seee @ G3w oet 1 et oo €8 wfen dter e 31 frw St artadien w8 3
Feftnrt €t 75| gaﬁaah?e?qmﬁﬁa“u‘uﬁsﬂﬁmm#”aqﬁvm?ﬁ%
v RfEm ahE & aifss &t ¢ 3, i 2 3o s ew T

1. Hy =, dRe e

2. WY AS'3E, dFd Tifer Shighs
3., i ', W e, FATE

4. ff ahmag, we, UTE WEeg

5. Wy ra e, i3 fesw Rew !
6. fearnt G uRRYyAMYRAMYE AT afa'aafa‘r AR =4

v it wegd @ waem F 7 0y e 303 99 § Radamiude @ e 9
@ﬁﬁ;@mg‘uﬁﬁh}ﬁmmzﬁﬁﬁ%nwfe”?com-wg?fmm’r
mww?ﬁhﬁﬂaa‘i‘?mﬁh@B‘Hﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬂi’u@%onlineNRl. PTM,
Airways 3 Mobile App ¥ife Tt It Y & T2 Fmn Y WIS T0F §F covip19 = e
iz HDFC Bank, Sec.-17, Chandigarh e wirrfenr fime 31 fom 95 § wizwar-@ 3 ftwr
ez i3 &fig-19 2 wahmt T @ T TR MY WerRE wyee W fes-10 @
wafawit &%t aivet 8 13T U i A 3, fem et Hew s & Rt 9 rges ) few et
foraur et Qudas A AE e § 1 ST 03 98 2 w3 e il e w3 difem-g

wafanrt & fem w3 &% & @93 9w & Fiowdt 32 & Suw aidt a2 N
. ! A Ll
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It is pertinent to mention that the Chief Minister Punjab’s Relief Fund’s
guidelines were notified vide No. 3/1/2002-CMO/GA7/148 on 14.1.2009 by the
Government of Punjab. It is mentioned in the notification that the Chief Minister
Relief Fund will be controlled by a Standing Committee constituted by the Chief

Minister. The annual provisions made in the budget are as follows:-

2018-2019 Rs.3.5 crore
2019-2020 Rs.3.5 crore
2020-2021 Rs.3.5 crore
2021-2022 Rs.24.5 crore

That it is very clearly mentioned in the proceedings of the Punjab Chief
Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 submitted by the respondent that the bank account of
Punjab Chief Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 is linked to the Chief Minister Relief Fund.

Therefore, in view of the facts mentioned above, it is clearly established that

the Punjab Chief Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 is a public authority.
11. That it is also appropriate to mention that the “Information” as per the
provisions of the ‘RTI Act, 2005’ means any material in any form, including records,
documents, memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders,
logbooks, contracts, report, papers, samples, models data material held in any
electronic form and information relating to any private body which can be accessed
by a public authority under any other law for the time being in force.

12. That it is also relevant to mention Section 10 which provides -

(1) Where a request for access to information is rejected on the ground that it
is in relation to information which is exempt from disclosure, then,
notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, access may be provided to
that part of the record which does not contain any information which is
exempt from disclosure under this Act and which can reasonably be severed
from any part that contains exempt information.

(2) Where access is granted to a part of the record under sub-section (1), the
Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the
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case may be, shall give a notice to the applicant, informing—

(a) that only part of the record requested, after severance of the record
containing information which is exempt from disclosure, is being
provided;

(b) the reasons for the decision, including any findings on any material
question of fact, referring to the material on which those findings were
based;

(c) the name and designation of the person giving the decision;

(d) the details of the fees calculated by him or her and the amount of
fee which the applicant is required to deposit; and

(e) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision regarding
non-disclosure of part of the information, the amount of fee charged or
the form of access provided, including the particulars of the senior
officer specified under sub-section (1) of section 19 or the Central
Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the
case may be, time limit, process and any other form of access.

13.  That it is pertinent to mention the provision of Section 7 of the RTI Act, 2005

which clearly provides that

“7. (1) Subject to the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 5 or the proviso to sub-
section (3) of section 6, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, on receipt of a request under Section 6 shall,
as expeditiously as possible, and in any case within thirty days of the receipt of the
request, either provide the information on payment of such fee as may be prescribed
or reject the request for any of the reasons specified in sections 8 and 9:

(6) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (5), the person making
request for the information shall be provided the information free of charge where a
public authority fails to comply with the time limits specified in sub-section (1).”

14. It is also a fact on record that the appellant filed the RTI application on
2.6.2020 and the respondent-Public Information Officer sent the letter to the
appellant vide No. 1643 dated 10.7.2020 which should have been within 30 days as
per the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. Also the respondent has not placed any such
evidence on record that the appellant had been informed within time to deposit the
requisite amount/fee pertaining to 850 pages.
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15. The information pertaining to Point No. 1 & 5 of the RTI application has

already been supplied to the appellant.

16.  Keeping in view the above provisions of the RTI Act, 2005, the respondent-
Public Information Officer is directed to supply the information pertaining to Point
No. 2 to 4 of the RTI application, comprising 850 pages to the appellant ‘FREE OF
COST’, duly certified within four weeks except in case where the information being
supplied contains any exempted information, the same may be severed as per the

provisions of Section 10 of the RTI Act, 2005.

17.  With these directions, the case is disposed of and closed.

sd
Dated:31.5.2022 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.



