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Sh. Vikul Puri 9888588282 
# 377, Puda Colony,  
Malout 152107 

....Appellant  
Vs 

Superintendent-cum- 
Public Information Officer  
o/o Chief Minister, Punjab, 
(General Branch) 
Chandigarh. 
 
First Appellate Authority 
o/o Chief Minister, Punjab, 
Chandigarh.  

....Respondents  
Appeal Case No. 3714 of 2020 

ORDER 

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 7 April 

2022 vide which the order in this case was reserved to be pronounced.  

2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 
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3. The appellant filed the RTI application on 2 June 2020 and the respondent 

Public Information Officer sent the written reply to the appellant vide letter dated 10 

July 2020, the relevant part of which reads  as follows:- 

 
4. Aggrieved the appellant filed the first appeal before the First Appellate 

Authority on 21 September 2020 vide which he had requested that as per section 

7(6) of the RTI Act the Public Information Officer may be directed to supply the 

information free of charge. 

5. First Appellate Authority passed the order on 23 October 2020 on the first 
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 appeal filed by the appellant  and the relevant portion of the same is reproduced 

below.:- 
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6. Not satisfied with the reply given by the Public Information Officer and the 

decision passed by the First Appellate Authority, the appellant filed the second 

appeal before the Commission on 24th November 2020. 

7. Accordingly, the notice for hearing was issued to the parties for 17 February 

2021 but due to administrative reasons the case could not be heard on the said date 

and was further adjourned to 4 March 2021. Thereafter, the case was postponed for 

one or the other reason and was finally, fixed for hearing on 7th April, 2022. 

8. After hearing both the parties and going through the record of the case file, 

the issue before the Commission is to decide whether Punjab Chief Minister Relief 

Fund Covid-19 is a public authority as defined under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, 2005 

or not ? After perusing the order passed by the First Appellate Authority, it is noticed 

that instead of passing a speaking order it has simply been concluded that the said 

authority is not covered under Section 2(h) and no information can be supplied to 

the appellant although the issue before First Appellate Authority was whether to 

provide information free of cost or after deposit of requisite fee.  

9. Section 2(h) provides - 

"public authority" means any authority or body or institution of self- 
government established or constituted—  

(a) by or under the Constitution;  
(b) by any other law made by Parliament;  
(c) by any other law made by State Legislature;  
(d) by notification issued or order made by the appropriate 
Government,  

and includes any—  

(i) body owned, controlled or substantially financed;  

(ii) non-Government organisation substantially financed,  
directly or indirectly by funds provided by the appropriate Government.  

10. After the perusal of the case file and the submissions made by the parties it is 

seen that the Punjab Chief Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 has emerged out of the 

Chief Minister Punjab’s Relief Fund (CMRF). The respondent has placed on record, a  
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copy of the proceedings which has been signed by the Chief Minister, Chief 

Secretary, Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Financial Commissioner (Revenue) 

and others relevant portion of which is reproduced below:- 
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It is pertinent to mention that the Chief Minister Punjab’s Relief Fund’s 

guidelines were notified vide No. 3/1/2002-CMO/GA7/148 on 14.1.2009 by the 

Government of Punjab. It is mentioned in the notification that the Chief Minister 

Relief Fund will be controlled by a Standing Committee constituted by the Chief 

Minister. The annual provisions made in the budget are as follows:- 

 2018-2019  Rs.3.5 crore 
 2019-2020  Rs.3.5 crore 
 2020-2021  Rs.3.5 crore 
 2021-2022  Rs.24.5 crore 

 That it is very clearly mentioned in the proceedings of the Punjab Chief 

Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 submitted by the respondent that the bank account of 

Punjab Chief Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 is linked to the Chief Minister Relief Fund. 

 Therefore, in view of the facts mentioned above, it is clearly established that 

the Punjab Chief Minister Relief Fund Covid-19 is a public authority.   

11. That it is also appropriate to mention that the “Information” as per the 

provisions of the ‘RTI Act, 2005’ means any material in any form, including records, 

documents, memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, 

logbooks, contracts, report, papers, samples, models data material held in any 

electronic form and information relating to any private body which can be accessed 

by a public authority under any other law for the time being in force. 

 12. That it is also relevant to mention Section 10 which provides – 

(1) Where a request for access to information is rejected on the ground that it 
is in relation to information which is exempt from disclosure, then, 
notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, access may be provided to 
that part of the record which does not contain any information which is 
exempt from disclosure under this Act and which can reasonably be severed 
from any part that contains exempt information.  

(2) Where access is granted to a part of the record under sub-section (1), the 
Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the 
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 case may be, shall give a notice to the applicant, informing—  

(a) that only part of the record requested, after severance of the record 
containing information which is exempt from disclosure, is being 
provided;  
(b) the reasons for the decision, including any findings on any material 
question of fact, referring to the material on which those findings were 
based;  
(c) the name and designation of the person giving the decision;  
(d) the details of the fees calculated by him or her and the amount of 
fee which the applicant is required to deposit; and  
(e) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision regarding 
non-disclosure of part of the information, the amount of fee charged or 
the form of access provided, including the particulars of the senior 
officer specified under sub-section (1) of section 19 or the Central 
Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the 
case may be, time limit, process and any other form of access.  
 

13. That it is pertinent to mention the provision of Section 7 of the RTI Act, 2005 

which clearly provides that 

“7. (1) Subject to the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 5 or the proviso to sub-
section (3) of section 6, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public 
Information Officer, as the case may be, on receipt of a request under Section 6 shall, 
as expeditiously as possible, and in any case within thirty days of the receipt of the 
request, either provide the information on payment of such fee as may be prescribed 
or reject the request for any of the reasons specified in sections 8 and 9:  

(2)…….(5) 

(6)  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (5), the person making 
request for the information shall be provided the information free of charge where a 
public authority fails to comply with the time limits specified in sub-section (1).”  

14. It is also a fact on record that the appellant filed the RTI application on 

2.6.2020 and the respondent-Public Information Officer sent the letter to the 

appellant  vide No. 1643 dated 10.7.2020 which should have been within 30 days as 

per the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. Also the respondent has not placed any such 

evidence on record that the appellant had been informed within time to deposit the 

requisite amount/fee pertaining to 850 pages.  
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15.  The information pertaining to Point No. 1 & 5 of the RTI application has 

already been supplied to the appellant. 

16.  Keeping in view the above provisions of the RTI Act, 2005, the respondent-

Public Information Officer is directed to supply the information pertaining to Point 

No.  2 to 4 of the RTI application, comprising 850 pages to the appellant ‘FREE OF 

COST’, duly certified within four weeks except in case where the information being 

supplied contains any exempted information, the same may be severed as per the 

provisions of Section 10 of the RTI Act, 2005.  

17. With these directions, the case is disposed of and closed.  

          sd 
Dated:31.5.2022      (Suresh Arora) 
                Chief Information Commissioner, 
             Punjab.  


