STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.




      -------------Complainant.

Vs.

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Registrar,

Adesh University,

Bathinda Barnala Road,

Bathinda.






    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No. 2745 of 2012

ORDER



The present complaint has been filed against the PIO/Adesh University, Bathinda on the ground that RTI request for information dated 23.7.2012 was declined, even though it is averred that respondent-University is a public authority under the Right to Information Act, 2005  Notice was issued to the parties. They have been heard at length.  
2.

The plea of the complainant is that the State Legislature had passed Adesh University Act, 2012 (Punjab Act No.6 of 2012), whereby respondent was established and constituted as a  University in the State of Punjab, to be known as Adesh University.  Section 2(h)( c) of the Right to Information Act, 2005 states that "public authority" means any authority or body or institution of self- government established or constituted—

 
 
(a)
xx

xx


xx;

 
 
(b)
xx

xx


xx
 
 
(c)
by any other law made by State Legislature;
 
     (d)
xx

XX


xx
3.

The complainant has relied on the judgment of Hon'ble Punjab and Haryana High Court in CWP No.1509/2013 decided on 1.3.2014, Chandigarh University, Village Gharuan vs. State of Punjab and others, wherein it was held that "on a plain reading of the provision, the expression 'public authority' would include an authority or a body or an institution of self-government established or constituted by a law made by the State Legislature under Section 2(h)( c) of the RTI Act.  The legislature had made a conscious distinction between "by or under" which is used in relation to the Constitution and 'by' in relation to a Central or State Legislation.  As such, it would not be enough for the body to be established under "a Central or State Legislation to become a 'public authority".  If this be so, then every Company registered under the Companies Act would be a 'public authority'.  However, this is not the case here.  Admittedly, the petitioner-University is a body established by law made by the State Legislature.  Clearly, the petitioner would be covered under the scope and ambit of the definition of 'public authority' under Section 2(h) (c ) of the RTI Act."
4.

The plea of the complainant is that the facts of the present case before us are covered by the above referred judgment of the Hon'ble Punjab and Haryana High Court. Therefore the respondent be declared to be a public authority under the RTI Act.
5.

The counsel for the respondent on the other hand argued that the respondent is a private body and not a government institution. Its Chancellor, Vice Chancellor and Board of Governors etc. are all private individuals.  The Medical College of the respondent-university is regulated by Baba Farid University of Health Sciences, Faridkot and that therefore the respondent is virtually a college and not a University.
6.

We do not find any merit in the arguments of the respondent.  The State Legislature had established the respondent-Adesh University by the law i.e. Adesh University Act, 2012.  The Preamble clearly states that it is an Act, "to establish and incorporate a University in the State of Punjab to be known as the Adesh University……". The facts of the case are squarely covered by the ambit of definition of public authority contained in Section 2(h) (c ) of the RTI Act.  Consequently, we declare the respondent-Adesh University to be a public authority under the RTI Act and direct it to take all appropriate steps to comply with the provisions of the RTI Act.  The respondent is also directed to furnish the information to the complainant within 15 days of this order.
7.

To come up on 23.6.2014 at 12.30 PM for compliance report by the respondent.
(Praveen Kumar )

( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,



Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          



Punjab
May 29, 2014.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri  Davinder Khanna

S/o Shri N.K Khanna 

 C/o RTI Awareness Forum, 

1st Floor, 58, Pink Plaza , 

O/S Hall Gate, Amritsar.





      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Punjab Home Guard and Civil Defense, Punjab, 

Sector 17, Bays Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.

    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No. 125  of 2014,

Shri Harminder Singh

s/o Shri Iqbal Singh,

C/o RTI Awareness Forum, 

1st Floor, 58,  Pink Plaza , 

O/S Hall Gate, Amritsar.





      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Director General, Home Guards and Civil Defense , Punjab, 

17 Bays Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.


    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  126    of 2014,

Shri Harish Kumar Pateny

s/o Shri Joginder Kumar Patney

C/o RTI Awareness Forum, 

1st Floor, 58  , Pink Plaza , 

O/S Hall Gate , Amritsar.





      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Director General, Home Guards and Civil Defense , Punjab, 

17 Bays Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.


    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  127    of 2014,

Ms. Ritu Wadhwa

d/o Shri Om Parkash Wadhwa

C/o RTI Awareness Forum, 

1st Floor, 58  , Pink Plaza , 

O/S Hall Gate , Amritsar.




      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Director General, Home Guards and Civil Defense , Punjab, 

17 Bays Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.


    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  128    of 2014,

Shri Harish Kumar Pateny

s/o Shri Joginder Kumar Patney

C/o RTI Awareness Forum, 

1st Floor, 58  , Pink Plaza , 

O/S Hall Gate , Amritsar.





      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Director General, Home Guards and Civil Defense , Punjab, 

17 Bays Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.


    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  129    of 2014,

Shri Davinder Khanna

s/o Shri Narinder Khanna

C/o RTI Awareness Forum, 

1st Floor, 58  , Pink Plaza , 

O/S Hall Gate , Amritsar.



      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Director General, Home Guards and Civil Defense , Punjab, 

17 Bays Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.


    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  143    of 2014.

&

Shri Harminder Singh

s/o Shri Iqbal Singh,

C/o RTI Awareness Forum, 

1st Floor, 58  , Pink Plaza , 

O/S Hall Gate , Amritsar.




      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Director General, Home Guards and Civil Defense , Punjab, 

17 Bays Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.


    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  144    of 2014

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.



Shri Har Gopal Sidana, PIO on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



Shri S.K. Sharma, advocate for the complainant has sent a request to adjourn the hearing in these cases as he is unable to attend the proceedings owing to certain personal reasons.

2.

The respondent-PIO has placed on record copies of his letter dated 23.5.2014 addressed to the complainant whereby a clarification has been given explaining the basis on which candidates were assigned marks in the interview.  
3.

The complainants may file their objections/rejoinder, if any, before the next date of hearing with an advance copy to the respondent.
4.

To come up on 24.6.2014 at 10.30 A.M.




( R.I. Singh)



May 29, 2014






Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sukhchain Lal s/o Shri Kasturi Lal,

r/o 78/9, Main Bazar, Katra Khajana,

Amritsar.






      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar.







    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No. 2521 of 2013

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The complainant has sent a fax message received in the Commission vide diary No.12129 dated 29.5.2014 requesting for an adjournment as he is unable to attend the proceedings at Chandigarh and pleading that PIO has not supplied him a copy of any explanation or reasons for the delay in furnishing of the information.  Counsel for the respondent has also sent a written request received in the Commission vide diary No.11934 dated 27.5.2014 seeking an adjournment.

2.

To come up on 23.06.2014  at 10.30 A.M. through Video Conference Facility available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar. 




( R.I. Singh)



May 29, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Parbodh Chander Bali,

#16, Shiv Nagar, Batala Road,

Amritsar-143001.






      -------------Appellant..





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer,

Municipal Corporation, Amritsar




    -------------Respondent.

Appeal Case No. 2807 of 2013

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The counsel for the respondent has sent a request for an adjournment as he is unable to attend the proceedings at Chandigarh due to personal reasons.  The appellant has sent another rejoinder received in the Commission vide diary No.12130 dated 29.5.2014.  The appellant is directed to furnish a copy of the rejoinder to the respondent before the next date of hearing.

2.

To come up on 23.06.2014  at 10.30 A.M. through Video Conference Facility available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar. 





( R.I. Singh)



May 29, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



   -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Managing Director,

Cambridge Engineering College,

Chandigarh Fatehgarh Sahib Highway,

Village Isherhail,

Fatehgarh Sahib-140406.




---------Respondent




Complaint Case No.1974/2012

Present:
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.


Shri Hardam Singh, Deputy Registrar on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent has filed its reply in response to the direction given on 6.3.2014.

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )





( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,



Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



   -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o  Director,

Gurukul Vidyapeeth Institute of Engg. & Technology,

Chandigarh-Patiala Highway, Village Ram Nagar,

Banur, District Patiala.




    -------------Respondent.

 Complaint Case No. 2305 of 2012

Present:-
Shri Sardvainder Goyal complainant in person.

Ms. Sunita Punia for the respondent.

ORDER



The complainant submits that he has not received a copy of the reply filed by the respondent in compliance with the direction given by this Commission on 20.2.2014.  The respondent is directed to give the same to the complainant, who may thereafter file his replication before the next date of hearing. 

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sukhwinder Singh,

President,

Anti Corruption Front (Regd.),

Machhiwara (Ludhiana).




      ------------- Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Principal,

Sacred Heart Convent School, 

Machhiwara, District Ludhiana.

First Appellate Authority-

o/o the Principal,

Sacred Heart Convent School, 

Machhiwara, District Ludhiana.

    

-------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 213 of 2013

Present:
None is present on behalf of the appellant.



Shri Rajbir Singh Parmar, advocate on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The counsel for the respondent submits a written replication, which is taken on record.
2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



      ………..Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Managing Director,

Anand College of Engineering and Management,

Sultanpur Road, Opp. Rail Coach Factory,

Kapurthala.



















……Respondent.




Complaint Case No.2303/2012

Present:
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent had filed an affidavit on the last date of hearing on 26.4.2014.  The complainant submits that he has not been given a copy of the same.  The respondent is directed to furnish a copy of the affidavit before the next date of hearing so that the complainant may file his rejoinder. 

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
 (Praveen Kumar )






( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,



Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          



Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



    -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Managing Director,

Banda Singh Bahadur Engineering College,

Fatehgarh Sahib-140407.




------------Respondent




Complaint Case No.1969/2012

Present:
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.



Shri Karnail Singh, clerk on behalf of the respondent-advocate.

ORDER



Parties request that the case be fixed for arguments.

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
 (Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.




      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Quest Group of Institutions

Colleges of Engg. & Tech. 

College of Management,

Village Jhanjeri, Landran Sirhind Highway,

Mohali.







    -------------Respondent.

 Complaint Case No. 339 of 2013

Present:
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.



Shri Rajpal Singh, advocate on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The complainant has been furnished a copy of the response dated 23.4.2014 filed as per the direction of the Commission on 27.3.2014.  The parties submit that the case may now be fixed for arguments.

 2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



   -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Managing Director,

Gian Jyoti College of Engineering and Technology/

Gian Jyoti Group of Institutions, Banur-Ambala Highway,

Shambhu Kalan, Rajpura, District Patiala.







  

  -------------Respondent.

 Complaint Case No. 340 of 2013

Present:
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.



Shri B.B.Bagga, Advocate on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent requests for adjournment to file some additional documents on record in support of his reply.  The request is allowed.

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



  -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Managing Director

St. Soldier Institute of Engineering & Technology,

St. Soldier Group of Institutes,

Jalandhar-Amritsar Bye Pass,

NH-1, Near NIT, Jalandhar.



-------Respondent




Complaint Case No.343/2013

Present:
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.



Shri Niraj Sharma, Assistant Professor on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



On the last date of hearing, the complainant was not present and, therefore, could not be furnished a copy of the reply filed by the respondent as a rejoinder.  This has been done now.
2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )





( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



    -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Chairman President,

Vishav Gurmat Roohani Mission Charitable Trust,

Gurudwara Ishar Parkash,

Ratwara Sahib, Tehsil Kharar,

District Ajitgarh.





-------------Respondent.

 Complaint Case No. 1395 of 2013

Present:-
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.

Ms.Eshjyot  on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The complainant requests for an adjournment to file his rejoinder.

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  


Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Gurdeep Singh Kali

s/o Shri Karnail Singh,

r/o Ward No.1, Tehsil Payal,

District Ludhiana.




      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Sant Ishar Singh Ji Memorial Public School,

Rara Sahib, District Ludhiana.


    ------------Respondent




Complaint Case No. 2043/2012

Present:
None on behalf of the complainant.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



None is present.

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Parbodh Chander Bali,

16, Shiv Nagar, Batala Road,

Amritsar-143001.





   -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer`

o/o  Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan,

Amritsar Kendra,

Amritsar.






    -------------Respondent.

 Complaint Case No. 2304 of 2013

Present:
None on behalf of the complainant.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



None is present.

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.

(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli,

Via Zirakpur, District Mohali.



  -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Principal,

ISF College of Pharmacy,

Ferozepur Road, Ghal Kalan,

Moga-142001.





------------Respondent




Complaint Case No.1404/2013

Present:-
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.

Shri Gurdeep Singh, Advocate on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent requests for an adjournment to file rebuttal.  Request is allowed as a last opportunity.

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.
(Praveen Kumar )




( R.I. Singh)

State Information Commissioner,


Chief Information Commissioner
                  

Punjab.


          


Punjab
May 29, 2014   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Jiwan Garg

s/o Shri Om Parkash,

#B-1/1473-A, Opp. Old Bombay Palace,                                                                                                                                                                 

Jakhal Road, Sunam-148028,





  

                                                                                                             ……………..Complainant.

Vs

The Public Information Officer, 

O/o Bar Association,

Sunam Court Complex,

Sunam.



 



……………....Respondent

Complaint Case No.2103 of 2013

Present:-
Shri Jiwan Garg complainant in person.



Shri Parveen Garg, Advocate on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The complainant submits his written arguments by way of replication.

2.

Heard the parties.

3.

To come up on 9.6.2014 at 1.00 P.M. for pronouncement of orders.

(Narinderjit Singh).





( R.I. Singh)



State Information Commissioner,



Chief Information Commissioner
                                   Punjab.




   
          
Punjab

May 29,  2014





STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia,

Ward No.12, Street No.2,

Kartar Nagar, Near Mann Market,

Amloh Road, Khanna (Ludhiana)-141401.

      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Tehsildar, Chandigarh Road,

Samrala.

First Appellate Authority-

Deputy Commissioner,

Ferozepur Road, Ludhiana.



    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 873 of 2014

Present:-
None on behalf of the appellant.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



None is present.  Shri Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia-the appellant has sent an email enclosing an attachment that he does not require the information and that the case may be dispose off.  Hence, the appeal case, which was filed in the Commission on 5.2.2014 is closed.




( R.I. Singh)



May 29,  2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Rahul JIndal

c/o Youth Boot House,

Sunami Gate, Sangrur.





      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Senior Superintendent of Police,

Sangrur.







    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No. 325   of 2014

Present:-
Shri Rahul Jindal complainant in person.



ASI Ajaib Singh on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent submits its written reply vide No.108/RTI dated 29.5.2014 enclosing copies of the documents which have been furnished to the complainant.  Since the information as per record with the respondent has been furnished, the present complaint case which was filed in the Commission on 30.1.2014 is closed.




( R.I. Singh)



May 29,  2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Amarjit singh Dhamotia, 

#60/35-P/330, Street No-8, 

Maha singh Nagar, PO Dhandari Kalan, 

Ludhiana.-141014






      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Superintending  Engineer, 

Sewerage Board, Near Vigilance Bureau Officer,

Opposite Old Courts,

Ludhiana. 

First Appellate Authority-

o/o Superintending  Engineer, 

Sewerage Board, Near Vigilance Bureau Officer,

Opposite Old Courts,

Ludhiana. 







    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2637 of 2013

Present:-
Shri Amarjit Singh Dhamotia appellant in person.

Mr. Vishnu Kumar, Executive Engineer on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


The plea of the appellant is that he has not been given copies of the documents as requested in his RTI application dated 29.9.2013.  
2.

Heard the parties.

3.

Since the respondent did not demand the cost of these documents within the stipulated time, the respondent is required to give copies of these documents free of cost to the appellant.  Accordingly, the case is adjourned to 25.6.2014 at 10.30 A.M.




( R.I. Singh)



May 29, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Bhag Singh s/o Shri Kehar Singh

r/o Baba Deep Singh Colony,

Ward No.4, Near Gagan Chowk,

Rajpura, District Patiala.




      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer


o/o the Inspector General of Police, (Hqrs), Punjab,

Police Headquarters, Sector 9, Chandigarh.

    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No. 1082 of 2014

Present:-
Shri Bhag Singh appellant in person.

Shri Rakesh Kumar, Senior  Assistant  on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


The respondent submits a written reply vide his No.17008/CR-1(II), dated 28.5.2014 repeating the plea taken on earlier dates that the inquiry report is under "consideration" of the respondent.  It was made clear to the respondent in the previous orders that under the Right to Information Act, 2005 an 'information' comes into existence within the meaning of Section 2(h), as soon as the inquiry report was submitted by the inquiry officer.  Inquiry report is information as it is a document/record/opinion/paper etc. within the meaning of Section 2(h). Once the inquiry report was submitted, it is "held by or under the control" of respondent within the meaning of Section 2(j) of the RTI Act.  It may be held back only on grounds listed under Section 8(i) of the Act.  Merely because the inquiry report is under consideration, as pleaded by respondent in his No.17008/CR-I(ii) dated 28.5.2011, is not a valid ground to deny information.  This was made clear in the order dated 17.4.2014 and thereafter, in the order dated 8.5.2014.
2.

The respondent in written submission vide No.2255/CR-I(2) dated 7.5.2014 had sought one months' time for taking decision on the inquiry report.  When case came up for hearing on 8.5.2014, it was adjourned to 29.5.2014.  It was made clear that non-furnishing of information may result in proceedings under section 20 of the Act.
3.

Consistent refusal of the respondent not to furnish this information on the ground that it is still under 'consideration' is a blatant violation of the RTI Act.  I hereby direct the PIO under Section 18(3) of the RTI Act read with relevant provisions of Civil Procedure Code to appear before me on the next date of hearing and produce all relevant record relating to RTI request and give evidence as to the decision taken to deny information.
4.

Refusal to comply with the directions of the Commission as per orders given on 8.5.2014 and earlier order on 17.4.2014 and non-furnishing of the information without reasonable cause is in fact a willful denial of the information.  I therefore, deem it appropriate to call for explanation under Section 20 of the RTI Act, 2005 of PIO as to why penalty should not be imposed for denial of the information without a reasonable cause and willful disobedience of the provisions of the Act.  Explanation of the PIO may be filed in the Commission before the next date of hearing when he may also avail the opportunity of personal hearing.
3.

To come up on 24.6.2014 at 10.30 A.M.




( R.I. Singh)



May 29,  2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal,

Flat No.606, Chinar Apartments,

Peer Mushalla, Dhakoli, Via Zirakpur,

District SAS Nagar.





……………..Complainant.

Vs

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Managing Director-cum-Principal,

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur Polytechnic College,

Fatehgarh Sahib.






 

……………....Respondent

Complaint Case No.993/2014.

Present:-
Shri Sardavinder Goyal complainant in person.



Shri Karnail Singh, clerk on behalf of the respondent/advocate.

ORDER



The respondent submits a written reply on behalf of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur Global Polytechnic College, Fatehgarh Sahib.  A copy of the same has been given to the complainant.

2.

The parties request that another case involving these very parties is fixed before a D.B.  Since the issue involved in both the cases is whether the respondent is a public authority within the meaning of Section 2(h) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, it is pleaded that the two cases be clubbed.  The second case is CC-1969/2012. Both the cases are ordered to be clubbed and transferred to the DB.  The file is, therefore, returned to Registry for appropriate action.  

2.

Since Chief Information Commissioner will be demitting office at the end of his tenure in June, 2014, the file is returned to Registry for placing the matter before another D.B. Fresh date will be conveyed to the parties in due course.




( R.I. Singh)



May 29,  2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

