STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Ramesh Kumar s/o Shri Karam Chand,

c/o R.K. Electronics, Opposite DAV Sr. Sec. School,

Dhadwa Road, Dhariwal, District Gurdaspur-143510.

      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Block Development and Panchayat Officer,

Dhariwal, District Gurdaspur.




    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No. 1183   of 2013
Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



On 5.5.2014, the last date of hearing, the respondent had appeared and submitted that the information held by the respondent-public authority had been furnished to the satisfaction of the complainant.  Since the complainant was absent on that date, the case was adjourned to 27.5.2014 to give an opportunity to the complainant to file his objections/rejoinder, if any.  However, the complainant is absent today without intimation. He has also not filed any objections/rejoinder, despite the opportunity given to him.  Therefore, I accept the submission of the respondent and close the present complaint case, which was filed in the Commission on 15.3.2013.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Ashok Kumar, #11322,

Haibowal Kalan, Ludhiana-141001.



      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Punjab Agricultural University,

Ludhiana.







    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  4040    of 2013

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.

Shri Yash Pal, Junior Assistant alongwith Shri Sawaran Singh, Senior Assistant on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent submits that despite opportunities given to the complainant, he has not come forward for inspection of the record.  The complainant on the other hand has sent a written petition that he was called for inspection on Saturday i.e. 24.5.2014 which is a holiday.  The respondent on the other hand states that Saturday was specially fixed so that he could inspect the record without any disturbance.
2,

The respondent further submits that they have brought all the original record in the office of the Commission but unfortunately the complainant is absent

3.

The record could not be inspected due to lack of coordination between the parties.  Now parties will meet in the office of the PIO-cum-Executive Engineer (Civil), Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana on 9.6.2014 at 11.00 A.M. for inspection of the record.
4.

To come up on 23.06.2014 at 10.30 A.M. for further hearing through Video Conference facility available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Jagdeep Singh  Lally 

#139, St. No 2 , Upkar  Nagar , 

Civil lines, Ludhiana. -141001




      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana

First Appellate Authority-

o/o Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana



    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2685 of 2013

Present:-
Shri Jagdeep Singh Lally appellant in person.

Shri Gurcharan Singh, APIO (Zone-D), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent has furnished a reply vide No.2413/ATP/RTI dated 18.3.2014.  The grievance of the appellant is that the information given to him relates to property No.191, whereas he had sought information regarding to 'Dilbagh Singh Da Vehra, Upkar Nagar, Street No.1, first plot on new constructed bridge over Budha Nullah, Ludhiana.  The response of the respondent, however, is that no such property exists as per official record. Unless the property number is given, respondent would not be able to identify the unit.  
2.

The respondent is directed to confirm in writing to the appellant that as per office record, no property known as 'Dilbagh Singh Da Vehra, Upkar Nagar, Street No.1, first plot on new constructed bridge over Budha Nullah, Ludhiana' exists. With this direction, the present appeal which was frilled in the Commission on 18.12.2013 is closed.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Balbir Aggarwal , 

10904, Basant Road, 

Industrial area-B, Ludhiana.




      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Municipal Corporation , 

Ludhiana -141008

First Appellate Authority-

o/o Municipal Corporation ,

 Ludhiana -141008.





    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2709  of 2013

Present:-
Shri Gulshan Kumar on behalf of the appellant.

Shri Satinder Kumar, Draftsman alongwith Shri Shingara Singh, Head Draftsman on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent submits that a written reply was given to the appellant that the complaint No.713/PS/R dated 10.5.2013 submitted by the information-seeker against Assistant Town Planner was marked to the Inspector Kuljit Singh, who has, however, not taken any action on it. The matter is still pending there. Similarly, no action has been taken on the complaint dated 5.4.2013 made by the present information-seeker against, Zonal Commissioner, D Zone-Mrs. Isha Kalia.
2.

The plea of the information-seeker is that the complaint was against Assistant Town Planner-Shri Rajinder Kumar Sharma and it has been sent to inspector who is junior to Assistant Town Planner.  Similarly, complaint against Zonal Commissioner has been sent to her junior officer. His plea is that Municipal Corporation is deliberately avoiding to take action in the matter.

3.

Heard the parties.  Information has been given by the respondent in response to the queries of the information-seeker dated 16.9.2013.  It is not for this Commission to supervise inquiry or the action taken on the complaint of a citizen by a public authority.  Therefore, the present appeal filed in the Commission on 12.12.2013 is closed.  However, a copy of this order shall be endorsed by name to the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana drawing her attention to the above facts so that appropriate action is taken to conduct an inquiry on the complaints submitted by Shri Balbir Aggarwal. 




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014







Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

CC
Mrs. Sharuti Singh, IAS, Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana for necessary action.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Balbir Aggarwal 

10904, Basant Road, 

Industrial area-B, Ludhiana.




      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Municipal Corporation , 

Ludhiana -141008

First Appellate Authority-

o/o Municipal Corporation ,

 Ludhiana -141008.





    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2710  of 2013

Present:-
Shri Gulshan Kumar on behalf of the appellant.



Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman ( Hqrs.) on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The inspection could not be carried out as the record is lying in four different Zonal Offices of the Municipal Corporation.  The respondent has been writing to the appellant to come and inspect the record on any working day but due to lack of coordination, actual inspection could not be conducted.
2.

Heard the parties.  Following time schedule is fixed for inspect of record:-



28.5.2014

for      Zone-A



29.5.2014

for      Zone-B



30.5.2014

for      Zone-C



02.6.2014

for      Zone-D
3.

The representative of the Municipal Corporation shall coordinate with all the four Zone Offices and ensure that the record is available on the above mentioned dates at 11.00 A.M. in the concerned Zonal Offices of the respondent.

4.

To come up on 23.06.2014 at 10.30 A.M. for further hearing through Video Conference facility available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana.








( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        




   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Balbir Aggarwal , 

10904, Basant Road, 

Industrial area-B, Ludhiana.




      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Municipal Corporation , 

Ludhiana -141008

First Appellate Authority-

o/o Municipal Corporation ,

 Ludhiana -141008.





    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2711  of 2013

Present:-
Shri Gulshan Kumar on behalf of the appellant.

Shri Rajeev Bhardwaj, Superintendent-cum-APIO on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The representative of the appellant submits that he has received the information to his satisfaction and does not want to pursue the present appeal which was filed in the Commission on 12.12.2013.  Hence, the case is closed.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Balbir Aggarwal , 

10904, Basant Road, 

Industrial area-B, Ludhiana.




      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Municipal Corporation , 

Ludhiana -141008

First Appellate Authority-

o/o Municipal Corporation ,

 Ludhiana -141008.





    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2712  of 2013

Present:-
Shri Gulshan Kumar appellant in person.



Shri K.P. Singh, Superintendent on behalf of the respondents.

ORDER



The respondent has given a reply from which it appears that Akal Market does not exist in the record of the Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana as such the Corporation has not imposed tax nor is it recovering any charges from such properties.  Information as per record has been given to the appellant.  It is now for the appellant to follow up this issue on the Administrative side or take legal steps as he may consider appropriate.  For the purpose of the Right to Information Act, 2005, the present appeal which was filed in the Commission on 12.12.2013 is closed.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Parbodh Chander Bali, 

16- Shiv Nagar , Batala Road ,

 Amritsar-143001






      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o Municipal Corporation , Amritsar.

First Appellate Authority-

o/o Municipal Corporation , Amritsar



    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2697 of 2013
Present:-
None on behalf of the appellant.

Shri Harinder Singh, XEN-cum-PIO alongwith Shri Suman Sareen, SDO on behalf of the respondents.

ORDER



I have considered the plea of the respondent and also heard him through Video Conference Facility.  I have also examined the submissions of the appellant received in the Commission vide diary No.10468 dated 9.5.2014.  Information held by the respondent has been furnished.  The respondent has also written to the PWD 
(B & R) authorities by endorsing letters on two different occasions.  In view of the above, I close the present appeal case which was filed in the Commission on 10.12.2013 with the direction to the P.W.D. (B & R) authorities to furnish information pertaining to issues at Sr. No.3 and 4 of the RTI application dated 7.10.2013.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Rajesh Gupta s/o Shri Joginder Singh,

#F-9/2277, Gali No.1, Gopal Nagar,

Majitha Road, Amritsar.





      -------------Appellant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar.

First Appellate Authority-

the Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar.






    -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No. 2483  of 2013

Present:-
None on behalf of the appellant.



Shri Narinder Sharma, ATP-cum-PIO on behalf of the respondents.

ORDER



On 7.5.2014, the last date of hearing, the respondent had submitted that information had duly been furnished to the appellant's satisfaction.  Since the appellant was absent without intimation, the case was adjourned to 27.5.2014 to give an opportunity to the appellant to file rejoinder/written objections.  The appellant however is again absent today without intimation.  He has not filed any written objections.  Hence, I accept the plea of the respondent that information stands furnished and close the present case which was filed in the Commission on 15.11.2013.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATIO COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Ram Avtar 

s/o Shri Singh Ram,

r/o #10731, Gali No.1, Tilak Nagar,

Rahon Road, Basti Jodhewal,

Ludhiana-141007.






      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Municipal Corporation,

Ludhiana.







    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  3996 of 2013

Present:-
Shri Major Lal on behalf of the complainant.



Shri Kulwant Singh, Draftsman on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent has furnished a reply on the basis of the record that  they do not hold the information as to any new houses constructed in Ward No.5 between the period between 1.4.2012 to 25.5.2013. 
2.

I have heard the parties.  The information is being sought in respect of third parties.  No public purpose or public cause in disclosure of third party's personal information has been averred or prima facie established.  Personal information of a third party is not disclosable in view of Section 8(i)(j) read with Section 11 of the RTI Act, unless a specific public cause is pleaded and prima facie established. In any case, a reply has been given by respondent based on facts available with it as per record. Hence, I do not find any merit in the present complaint which was filed in the Commission on 5.11.2013 and close the same.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Rajinder Pal Singh , 

s/o Shri Malkit Singh , 

R/o V. Mohkam Bhatti , 

Post Office  Sandhe Hasham,

Block Ghall Khurd, Distt. Ferozepur. 



      -------------Appellant.

Vs.

The Public Information Officer

o/o Panchayat Secretary , 

Panchayat Mohkam Bhatti , Ghall Khurd , 

Distt.  Ferozepur-142052

First Appellate Authority-

O/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer, 

Ghall Khurd , District Ferozepur -142052



 -------------Respondents.

Appeal Case No.  2630 of 2013

Present:-
Shri Rajinider Pal Singh appellant in person.



None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


The present appeal was filed by Shri Rejinder Pal Singh on the grounds that he had submitted a RTI application on 9.7.2013 to the PIO-cum-Panchayat Secretary, Gram Panchayat, Mohkam Bhatti, Ghall Khurd Block, District Ferozepur but no reply was received by him.  Notice was issued to the parties and Shri Gurpreet Singh, Panchayat Secretary-cum-PIO appeared on 15.1.2014, when he sought an adjournment, which was allowed.  On the next date of hearing i.e. 27.1.2014, Shri Rajinder Pal Singh appellant alleged that information had still not been given to him.  Consequently Shri Gurpreet Singh, PIO was called upon to show cause why he should not be proceeded against under Section 20 of the Right to information Act, 2005 for imposition of penalty on the ground of non-furnishing of the information within 30 days of filing of the RTI request.  Shri Gurpreet Singh, PIO abstained himself from the proceedings on the next date of hearing on 24.2.2014.  He also did not file any written explanation.  On 4.4.2014, the PIO was again absent without intimation. It was ordered that in case he does not file his explanation regarding non-furnishing of the information to the appellant, he shall be proceeded against exparte.  The case was adjourned to 7.5.2014 when Shri Gurpreet Singh was again absent. He was proceeded against exparte and the case was adjourned to 27.5.2014.  Shri Gurpreet Singh, PIO is again absent today and he has not filed any explanation as to why information had not been furnished to Shri Rajinder Pal Singh.
2.

Section 20 (i) of the RTI Act, 2005 state that in case of non-furnishing of the information without a reasonable cause, penalty shall be imposed on the PIO @ Rs.250/- per day subject to a maximum of Rs.25,000/- .  In the present case, the RTI request is dated 9.7.2013 and information has not been furnished till dated i.e. 27.5.2014.  There is delay more than 10 months.
3.

The Commission has given number of opportunities to the PIO-Shri Gurpreet Singh to explain denial of information. Even his superior Administrative Authority had written to him from time to time to respond to RTI request of the appellant and to the notices issued by the Commission. We have on record photocopies of letter No.7741 dated 22.8.2013 from the Block Development and Panchayat Officer-cum-PIO, Ghall Khurd Block (BDPO) addressed to Shri Gurpreet Singh, Panchayat Secretary, Mohkam Bhatti.  Thereafter, letter No.2460 dated 7.10.2013 from the BDPO to Shri Gurpreet Singh.  Letter No.2722 dated 29.10.2013 from BDPO to Shri Gurpreet Singh. Letter No.36-37 dated 6.1.2014 was again written by the BDPO to Shri Gurpeet Singh asking him to appear before the Commission on15.1.2014.  There is another letter No.562 dated 20.3.2014 written by BDPO to Shri Gurpreet Singh asking him to appear before the Commission on 25.3.2014 and represent his case.  Shri Gurpreet Singh, PIO has continuously ignored the orders of this Commission and also the written official direction given to him by his superior administrative officer namely BDPO, Ghall Khurd.  
4.

Failure of the PIO not to file any explanation or avail the opportunity of personal hearing before the Commission, his continuous failure in not furnishing the information despite number of adjournments given by the Commission and  despite the letters issued to him by his superior administrative authority only show that he has nothing to say in the matter and that his failure to furnish the information is without any reasonable cause. He has knowingly and willfully held back the information on an important matter regarding auction of Gram Panchayat land.  I, therefore, in exercise powers vested in me under Section 20 of the RTI Act impose a penalty of Rs.25000/- on Shri Gurpreet Singh, PIO-cum-Panchayat Secretary, Mohkam Bhatti, Block Ghall Khurd, District Ferozepur.  The amount shall be paid in the state treasury within a period of 15 days of this order and a certified copy of the treasury challan shall be produced by the PIO for record of the Commission.  In case the PIO fails to do so within 15 days, the Drawing and Disbursing Officer of the PIO shall recover this amount in three monthly installments from the salary of Shri Gurpreet Singh, PIO-cum-Panchayat Secretary starting from the salary payable on 1.7.2014.

5.

Considering the facts of this case, the appellant has pleaded that he may be awarded compensation under Section 19(8)(b).  The appellant averred that he had to attend proceedings on six dates by travelling from his village incurring loss of time and money. Besides, it is alleged that Panchayat Land was given away on meager amount through a fictitious auction. With holding of the information by PIO has resulted in loss and determent.
6.

Considering these facts, I award a compensation of Rs.1500/- in favour of the appellant-Shri Rajinder Pal Singh, which shall be paid to him by the public authority i.e. Village Panchayat of Mohakam Bhatti, Block Ghall Khurd before the next date of hearing which is fixed for 23.6.2014. 
Copy of this order shall be endorsed to Sarpanch, Village Mohkam Bhatti, Block Ghall Khurd, District Ferozepur for appropriate action by the public authority.
7.

It is further directed that the PIO shall furnish the information sought by the appellant before 23.6.2014, failing which he may be proceeded against under Section 20(2) for departmental proceedings.

8.

To come up on 23.06.2014 at 10.30 A.M. for further hearing through Video Conference facility available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepur.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

CC

1. Sarpanch, Village Mohkam Bhatti, Block Ghall Khurd, District Ferozepur 
2.
Block Development and Panchayat Officer, Ghall Khurd, District Ferozepur for necessary action.
3. 
District Development and Panchayat Officer, Ferozepur for necessary action.

4.
Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepur for necessary action.

5.
Director Rural Development and Panchayat, Punjab, Sector 62, Mohali.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Karan Veer Nayyar, 

601, Dashmesh Nagar, Gill Road , 

Ludhiana-141003.






      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

-cum- Deputy Chief Engineer (Distribution),

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited,

(South Division),

Ludhiana. 






    -------------Respondent.

Complaint Case No.  4227 of 2013

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.

Shri Amandeep Singh, SDO, PSPCL, Sahnewal on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The case is adjourned to 23.6.2014 with the direction that the respondent shall send certified copies of the information by registered post to the information-seeker who is not present today.
2.

To come up on 23.06.2014 at 10.30 A.M. for further hearing through Video Conference facility available in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana.




( R.I. Singh)



May 27, 2014





Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

