STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Lakhvir Kumar (98725-15368),

S/o Sh. JaspalRam,

President Society against Corruption & Crime (Regd.),

VPO Gandhwan Tehsil Phagwara

Distt. Kapurthala.
                                     




    
Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Engineer, Provincial Division,

PWD (B&R) Branch, Amritsar.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Superintending Engineer,

Construction Circle, PWD (B&R) Branch,

Amritsar.                                                                                     


Respondents
APPEAL  CASE NO.853/2016

Present:
Sh. Lakhvir Kumar (98725-15368), Appellant in person.



Sh. Vishwajeet Singh, SDO, PWD (B&R), Amritsar – for Respondents.
ORDER



The respondent has brought along the information which has been handed over to the appellant on spot.  Reportedly they have sent the same by post also.  The appellant is satisfied with the same.  No more action is called for.  The appeal is closed.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                                                    State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Yogesh Mahajan (98143-54649),

S/o Late Sh. Kuldip Raj Mahajan, 

President, Anti Corruption  Council, Opp. Water Tank, 

Municipal Market, Mission Road, 
Pathankot.                         




    
              Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sub Divisional Officer,

Construction Sub Division, PWD (B&R),

Jagraon.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Superintending Engineer,

Construction Circle, PWD (B&R), 
Ludhiana.                                             





Respondents
APPEAL  CASE NOs.855, 858 and 859 of 2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.


1. Sh. Satish Chander, Sr. Assistant, PWD (B&R), Jagraon, and


2. Sh. Balwinder Kumar, Work Munshi, O/o XEN, (Provincial ), Construction Div. 1, 

Ludhiana  - for Respondents..
ORDER



Sh. Satish Chander appearing on behalf of the respondents has submitted that the information sought for has been provided to the appellant.  They have also submitted an acknowledgement of receipt of information from the appellant, a copy of which has been taken on record.


The appellant is absent.  Nothing contrary has also been heard from him.  In view of the same the appeals are closed.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                                                     State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia (94645-92553),

Ward No.18, Street No.2, Kartar Nagar, Amloh Road,

Near Mann Market, Khanna.




                                     




Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Secretary to Govt. of Punjab,

Deptt. Local Govt., Punjab Civil Sectt.-2,

Sector-9, Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Secretary to Govt. of Punjab,

Deptt. Local Govt., Punjab Civil Sectt.-2,

Sector-9, Chandigarh                                                                         

Respondents
APPEAL  CASE NO.893/2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.


Mrs. Neeru Sethi, Accountant Grade – 1, O/o Director, Local Govt., Pb. – for 


Respondents.
ORDER



Mrs. Neeru Sethi appearing on behalf of the Respondents, has submitted that the information sought by the appellant has been provided to him.  The appellant has acknowledged the receipt of the information by endorsing it on a memo written to him by the PIO concerned.  A communication from the PIO has also been received wherein he has regretted the delay in providing the information.  



As the appellant is absent it seems that he is satisfied with the outcome of the case.  No more action is called for.  The appeal is disposed.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                                                    State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Ms. Jagmohan Kaur

D/o S. Talwant Singh,

H.No.2049, Phase 10, 

S.A.S.Nagar

                                     




    
Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,

O/o Superintendent,

Department of Public Works PWD (B&R), 

Punjab Civil Secretariat -2, Sector-9,

Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Department of Public Works PWD (B&R), 

Room No.603, 6thFloor, Punjab Civil Secretariat -2, 
Sector-9, Chandigarh.                                                                 

 
Respondents
APPEAL  CASE NO.929/2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.


Sh. Gurnam Singh, Sr. Assistant, PWD (B&R) – 1 Br. – for Respondents.
ORDER



The appellant has sent a communication vide which she has conveyed her inability to attend the Court due to her non-availability in station.


Sh. Gurnam Singh appearing on behalf of the Respondents has submitted before the Commission a copy of the memo addressed to the appellant.  In brief they have denied him the information relating to a ‘third party’ and information has invoked Section 8 (1) (J) of the RTI Act.  The appellant may like to comment on the issue on the next date of hearing.



To come up on 10.08.2016 at 11.30 AM.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                                                    State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Inderjit Paul  (99104-30596),

S/o Late Sh.Kidar Nath Dhawan,

A5B-147-A, Janakpuri,

New Delhi -110058                           




    
  Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Department of Finance, Govt. of Punjab,

Punjab Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Secretary Expenditure, 

Deptt. of Finance, Govt. of Punjab, 

Punjab Civil Secretariat,
 Chandigarh                                                                               


Respondents
APPEAL  CASE NO. 974/2016
Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.


1. Sh. Vinay Sharma, Sr. Assistant, Department of Finance, and



2. Sh. Neelma Jain, Sr. Assistant, Department of Finance – for Respondents.
ORDER



The appellant is seeking to revise the family pension of his mother, his father having been a State government employee in the Department of Food & Civil Supplies, Punjab.


An e.mail has been received from the appellant expressing his inability to attend the hearing on account of his serious indisposition.


The respondent, on the other hand, has submitted a detailed reply dated 22.04.2016.  Their plea is that all the admissible pensionery benefits to her mother have since been given to her and no more information sought for by him is pending with them.  The matter shall be adjudicated  later.  For the time being acceding to the request of the appellant  the matter is adjourned and shall be reheard on 10.08.2016 at 11.30 AM.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                                                     State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Amit Mittal (81466-28263),

House No.476, First Floor,

Model Town, Phase I, Bathinda.                               


 
                               Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chief Engineer (Roads),

PWD (B&R), Patiala.
                                                                                       

Respondent

COMPLAINT CASE NO.10/2016
Present:

Sh. Vijay Kumar Garg on behalf of the Complainant.



1. Sh. Pawan Garg, SDO, PWD (B&R), Sangrur,



2. Sh. Rakesh Kumar, J.E., PWD (B&R), Mansa  – for Respondent.

ORDER




The Commission had observed on 15.03.2016 that :

“ Sh. Sumit Jindal, SDO, appearing on behalf of the respondent submits that the levels  of the roads from Ramdittawala Chowk to Talwandi Sabo as on January, 2007,  asked by the information seeker are not available in the record of their division as no construction to raise the level was undertaken by them.  



Sh. Pawan Garg, SDO,PWD (B&R), Sangrur contends that the road was strengthened only during the year 2014, and as such they are not in a position to provide the level pertaining to the year 2007.  It is also the argument of the respondent that no levels of the roads are maintained in routine and they are taken in reckoning only at the time when some construction activity is taken to hand.



The logical corollary according to them is that the level of the road in 2007 was the same as it was when they undertook the work to hand.  The respondent in the construction division of PWD (B&R), Sangrur is directed to convey it in writing to the complainant within seven working days under intimation to the Commission.  They are also required to explain the delay in providing the information which obviously is inordinate.”



The confirmation has been conveyed to the complainant vide their letter No. 337 dated 29.04.2016.  No more action is called for.  


Disposed.










Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Jaspal Kumar (92175-00072),

C/o Resi. Sukhpal Puri, Near Seema Arora Dental Clinic,

Club Road, Sangrur148001                                   



 
Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Superintending Engineer,

Construction Circle, PWD B&R, DAC –II,

Sangrur

First Appellate Authority

O/o Chief Engineer,

PWD (B&R), Mini Secretariat,

Patiala.

                                                                              

Respondents

APPEAL CASE NO.88/2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Parties.
ORDER




An e.mail has been received from the appellant expressing his inability to attend the court due to back pain.


Vide my order dated 15.03.2016 I had advised the Respondents to arrange an inspection of the record asked for by the appellant.  Seemingly, the inspection has not matured.  



The matter shall be reheard on 10.08.2016 at 11.30 AM.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Jasvir Singh (92564-10049),

S/o Sh. Paras Ram,

R/o Vill. Hussainpura, Tehsil Malerkotla,

Distt. Sangrur.





                                                        Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

Malerkotla -2.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Sangrur.



                                                                         Respondents

APPEAL CASE NO.3837/2015

Present :
Sh.Jasvir Singh (92564-10049), Appellant in person.



1. Sh. Santosh Kumar, (89689-33950), BDPO, Malerkotla and



2. Sh. Nirbhay Singh (89683-04035), PIO-cum-Panchayat Secretary, Vill. 


   
 Hussainpura – for Respondents.

ORDER



Heard.



On the last date of hearing on 15.03.2016 the respondents were directed to convey infirmities in the information already provided to the appellant.  The appellant is present today.  He is satisfied with the information thus provided to him.



The respondents state that they were time to time endeavouring to providing the information.  However, they regret the delay.  They are cautioned to be watchful in future.  Any lapse on this score shall invite serious penal action.



Disposed.










Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.H.S. Hundal, Advocate,

Chamber No.82, District Courts, 

Phase 3 –B-1, S.A.S. Nagar.                                   



 
       Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chief Town Planner, Pb.

6th Floor,PUDA Bhawan,  Sec-62,

S.A.S.Nagar.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Chief Town Planner,Pb.

.6th Floor,PUDA Bhawan,  Sec-62,

S.A.S.Nagar

                                                                              
                          Respondents

APPEAL CASE NOs.100 and 111 of 2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.



Sh. Dilbagh Singh, Planning Officer, O/o Sr. Town Planner, Mohali – for 




Respondents.

ORDER




Since the information, the respondent and information are similar, the single order shall dispose of the above appeal cases.



The appellant had sought an adjournment on 15.03.2016.  Sh. Dilbagh Singh, Planning Officer representing the respondents submits that the information comprised in 6662 pages as advised by the First Appellate Authority was handed over to the appellant way back on 13.01.2016 and an acknowledgement of having received the information has been endorsed by the appellant on the body of their forwarding letter.  The appellant has again sought adjournment on account of his occupation with another Commission.  He further submits that he had pointed out some deficiencies in the information supplied to him as mentioned above.  However, the respondents have not been able to clear the defaults thus pointed out by him.


The respondents submit that no communication with reference to any deficiency has been received in their office. Keeping in view the request of appellant the matter shall be reheard on 10.08.2016 at 11.30 AM.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.H.S. Hundal, Advocate,

Chamber No.82, District Courts, 

Phase 3 –B-1, S.A.S. Nagar.                                     



 
Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chief Town Planner, Pb.

6th Floor,PUDA Bhawan,  Sec-62,

S.A.S.Nagar.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Chief Town Planner,Pb.

.6th Floor,PUDA Bhawan,  Sec-62,

S.A.S.Nagar
                                                                              

   Respondents

APPEAL CASE NO.107/2016
Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.



Sh. Prabhjeet Singh Dhillon, APIO- cum - ATP, O/o CTP, Pb.. – for Respondents.
ORDER




The appellant is absent.  He has requested for an adjournment on account of his occupation in another office.


The respondent, on the other hand, submits that the appellant was asked vide their memo dated 09.03.2016 to deposit the cost of information.   The appellant had failed to deposit the cost of information and as such he is not entitled to get the information free of cost.



In view of the request of the appellant the matter shall be taken up on 10.08.2016 at 11.30 AM.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Jasvir Singh (92564-10049),

S/o Sh. Paras Ram,

R/o Vill. Hussainpura, Tehsil Malerkotla,

Distt. Sangrur.





                                                   Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

Malerkotla -2.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Sangrur.



                                                                         Respondents

APPEAL CASE NO.3834/2015

Present :
Sh.Jasvir Singh (92564-10049), Appellant in person.



1. Sh. Santosh Kumar, (89689-33950), BDPO, Malerkotla and



2. Sh. Nirbhay Singh (89683-04035), PIO-cum-Panchayat Secretary, Vill. 


    Hussainpura – for Respondents.

ORDER



Heard.


Vide my order dated 15.03.2016 the respondents were directed to certify the documents statedly handed over to the appellant.  The respondents submit that the needful has since been done.  The application as such stands satisfied.  The appellant further insists that the information has been inordinately delayed and as such the respondents be penalized as per provisions of the RTI Act.



The respondents state that they were time to time endeavouring to providing the information.  However, they regret the delay.  They are cautioned to be watchful in future.  Any lapse on this score shall invite serious penal action.



Disposed.










Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Balvir Singh Saini (94632-61803),

H. No. 349, Gali No. 3,

Dashmesh Nagar, Digna Road,

Hoshiarpur.








Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o  Principal, Industrial Training Institute,

Hoshiarpur.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director, Technical Education and

Industrial Training, Pb., Tech. Edu. Bhawan,

 Plot No. 1A, Sector – 36 A, Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority

O/o Principal, Industrial Training Institute,

Hoshiarpur.








Respondents

APPEAL CASE NOs.2314, 2315 and 2316 OF 2015

Present:
Sh. Balvir Singh Saini (94632061803), Appellant in person.



1. Sh. Satnam Singh, Group Instructor (94633-10582),



2. Sh. Rachhpal Singh, Sr. Asstt., O/o Director, Technical Edu. & Industrial Trg.,



3. Sh. Sukhwinder Singh, G.I., Officiating, Principal, ITI, Hoshiarpur, and



4. Sh. Gurnam Singh, Clerk, ITI, Hoshiarpur – for Respondents.

ORDER



The order was reserved on 15.03.2016.



As already observed that since the appellant, respondent and the information relates to the similar entities, the single order shall dispose of above appeal cases.



The appellant has filed applications seeking information relating to Sh. Vipin Kumar, Drawing Instructor, Sh. Dalbir Singh, Turner Instructor and Sh. Vikramjit Singh, Drawing Instructor, all being faculty members of the Institute.  Though some of the information sought borders on being the personal information of the officials yet as the appellant had being making some insinuations, the respondents were directed to provide complete information.  It shall be relevant to reproduce some of the interim orders made during the course of hearings :
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APPEAL CASE NOs.2314, 2315 and 2316 OF 2015


Order dated 25.08.2015


“This order shall relate to Appeal Case Nos. 2314, 2315 and 2316 of 2015.

 

Sh. Manohar Singh, Group Instructor is present on behalf of the Respondents.  He states that the information is massive and relates to the year 2000 to 2014 on many scores and shall virtually involve the employment of the entire office to collect and supply it to the information seeker.  He further states that he has written to the officials concerned to provide the information but has not been able to procure it so far.  This forum considers that the procurement of record pertaining to 14 years and concerning various issues shall definitely divert the resources of the public authority.



It has been agreed upon by both the parties that the information seeker shall inspect the record asked for by him in his application which the public authority shall arrange to present before him on a mutually agreed date and time.  



The information seeker may take notes and can ask for the certified copies of the documents he deems relevant.  In doing so he shall ensure that number of the documents are such that it can be feasibly copied and provided to him without  tangible diversion of the resources of the public authority.  He shall also ensure the information thus procured is utilized in public interest only.  The PIO and the Principal of the ITI, Hoshiarpur shall provide him the certified copies of the documents thus identified by the information seeker in reasonable numbers, free of charge, if the fee has not already been timely asked to be paid.”



Order dated 24.11.2015


“Sh. Satnam Singh, PIO has come present and submitted  a copy of the memo addressed to the Commission by the Principal, Government Industrial Training Institute, Hoshiarpur who also happens to be the Appellate Authority wherein he states that copies of the available record have been supplied to the information seeker.  Besides, no other record is available in the Institute.



The Respondents have not been able to satisfy the Commission as to whether the 





















Contd..page…3






-3-

APPEAL CASE NOs.2314, 2315 and 2316 OF 2015
unavailable official record has been duly destroyed after following the procedure.  If not, then the record has to be available in the Institute.  The Respondent cannot get away with this proposition that no more record is available.



The Director, Technical Education and Industrial Training, Punjab who happens to be the controlling authority of the PIO is hereby asked to look into it and arrange to provide the information and fix the responsibility, initiate appropriate action and inform the Commission of the action thus taken.”



Order dated 24.12.2015


“Sh. Hardev Raj Sandhu is present.  He assures that he will endeavour to look for the record and arrange to get it inspected by the appellant.  Meanwhile vide this bench’s previous order dated 24.11.2015, the Director, Technical Education and Industrial Training, Punjab, was asked to look into the matter and take appropriate action.  However, nothing seems to have been done so far.  He is once again asked to comply with the order thus issued by this bench failing which the matter shall be taken up with the higher authorities for appropriate action.



The appellant has submitted a copy of the memo wherein he has requested for imposition of penalty on the PIO as similar order passed by the bench of Sh. Parveen Kumar, Ld. SIC has also not been complied with by the respondents.  The matter shall be re-heard on 02.02.2016 at 11.00 AM.”


Thereafter on the hearing on 01.10.2015 the appellant admitted that a substantial amount of record has been supplied to him.  However, more needs to be done.  The Commission observed that as the record pertains to almost fifteen years back the same was desirable to be inspected as its complete provision in the shape of certified copies would have substantially eroded the sources of the Public Authority.
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APPEAL CASE NOs.2314, 2315 and 2316 OF 2015


During the course of hearings various PIOs were transferred and all of them while appearing seemingly made earnest efforts in furnishing the information.  They had statedly laid bare the entire available record to the information seeker who however remains dissatisfied and stated that the complete record was not made available to him.  Taking cognizance of the same this forum advised the Director of Technical Education and Industrial Training, Punjab, to look into the matter and fix the responsibility of the persons who were responsible for the loss of record as there had been various incumbents as the custodians of record during the period for which the information had been sought.  The Commission regrets to point that this direction of the Commission remains un-complied.


This forum also makes a note of fact, that admittedly, the information seeker is settling a personal score with the officials allegedly for having been wronged during the course of his service as they happened to be then colleagues.  His pursuit is not purely to serve public cause. A substantial portion of the information asked by him is not admissible under the law as in his Appeal Case No.2316 of 2015 he is putting up posers to the PIO like “Can an official work in his private capacity or take a private loan ?”  He is also looking for income tax statements/returns of the officials.  The above information obviously relates to the ‘Personal Information’ and tantamount to causing unwarranted  intrusion into the privacy of an individual.  
 

There is no denying the fact that some of the information which ought to have been given to him has not been partially provided on the ground of being un availability.  This forum is at a loss to fix the culpability in the face of the fact that the responsibility for the loss of the record by the Head of the Public Authority has not been fixed. Though seemingly efforts were made by various PIOs to assist the appellant in providing him the information and the same was done quite substantially.  Nonetheless the 
respondents cannot be completely absolved of their responsibility in
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APPEAL CASE NOs.2314, 2315 and 2316 OF 2015
providing completely the admissible record.  A show cause notice thus was served on them.  However, no satisfactory reasons have been furnished for the same. Original applications were received in the Commission on 10.07.2015.  The matter has not been finally clinched till date. Taking a holistic view of the entire gamut of the cases I impose a penalty of Rs.5,000/- (Rupees five thousand only) on the PIO with whom the applications were originally filed for even delaying the information that was available.  His Drawing & Disbursing Officer shall ensure that an amount of Rs.2,500/- each is deducted from his salary for the following two months and is deposited in the government treasury under head given below :

-  0070-Other Administrative Services

-  60 Other Services

-  800 Other Receipts

-  86 Fee under RTI Act, 2005

A copy of the challan shall be sent to the Commission for record.  



To come up on 27.09.2016 at 11.30 AM.









Sd/-
26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

CC:  The Secretary to Govt., Punjab,

         Department of Technical Education & Industrial Trg.,

         Room No. 513, Floor 5, Pb. Civil Sectt. 2, Sector – 9,

         Chandigarh. -  For information and necessary action.

CC:  The Director, Technical Education and 

         Industrial Training, Pb., Technical Edu. Bhawan, 

         Plot No. 1A, Sector 36 A, Chandigarh.  










Sd/-









26.05.2016






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

