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House No. 1,
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..…Appellant

Vs


i) Public Information Officer,

(Regd. Post)
O/o The Deputy Commissioner,

SriMuktsar Sahib

ii) Public Information Officer,

(Regd. Post)
O/o Sub Divisional Magistrate,

MALOUT,

Distt. - 
SriMuktsar Sahib

iii) Public Information Officer,

(Regd. Post)
O/o General Manager,

Punjab Roadways,

SriMuktsar Sahib

iv) Public Information Officer,

(Regd. Post)
O/o General Manager,

PEPSU Road Transport Corp.,

Patiala

v) Public Information Officer,

O/o The Executive Officer,

(Regd. Post)
Nagar Council,

MALOUT,

Distt. - 
SriMuktsar Sahib

vi) Public Information Officer,

(Regd. Post)
O/o The Director,

Local Govt., Pb.,

SCO 131-132, Juneja Building,

Sector 17 – C, Chandigarh


  
   …Respondents




Appeal  Case No.  1102  of 2014
Present :     None on behalf of the complainant.
       i)   Sh. Vijay Kumar Clerk O/o G. M., Punjab Roadways, SriMuktsar Sahib ;

      ii)    Ms. Monika, Ticket Stock Verification Clerk O/o PRTC, Patiala ;

     iii)    Sh. Mangat Ram, Jr. Asstt. O/o E. O., Nagar Council, Malout ;

     iv)    Sh. Gurcharan Singh, Jr. Asstt. O/o E. O., Nagar Council, Malout, in person.
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ORDER
In a Civil Writ petition No. 2574 of 2014, Hon’ble Justice Ms. Daya 

Chaudhary, Judge of Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court, ordered that respondent  no.2, which is Punjab State Information Commission to decide the appeal of the petitioner – Ms. Sharda Kadan within the period of two months from the date of receipt of certified copy of that order.
The order of the Hon’ble Justice Ms. Daya Chaudhary, was received in the 

Commission on 26.02.2014 through diary no. 4819. 



Hon’ble Chief Information Commissioner – Sh. R. I. Singh, marked this  appeal case to the bench of undersigned on 05.03.2014.



Initiating the procedure for disposal of this appeal case as per directions of the Hon’b’e High Court, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties concerned on 07.03.2014.

The notice of hearing was issued to six parties :
i) Public Information Officer O/o The Deputy Commissioner, SriMuktsar  Sahib ; 
  ii) 
Public Information Officer O/o Sub Divisional Magistrate, MALOUT ; 

iii) Public Information Officer O/o General Manager, Punjab Roadways, 
SriMuktsar Sahib

iv) Public Information Officer  O/o General Manager, PEPSU Road Transport Corp., Patiala

v) Public Information Officer O/o Executive Officer, Nagar Council, MALOUT,Distt. - 
SriMuktsar Sahib

vi) Public Information Officer O/o The Director, Local Govt., Pb., Sector 17 – C, Chandigarh
Hon’ble Justice Ms. Daya Chaudhary, held that :

“ the present petition has been filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India for issuance of writ in the nature of mandamus directing respondent no. 2 to decide appeal of the petitioner, which is still pending.

Ld. Counsel for the petitioner submits that the appeal filed by the petitioner is still pending and even no date of hearing has been given so far. Ld. Counsel further submits that the petitioner would be satisfied in case directions are issued to respondent no. 2 to decide his appeal within some stipulated period.
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Keeping in view the limited prayer of the petitioner, the present petition is disposed of with the directions to respondent no. 2 to decide the appeal of the petitioner in accordance with law within a period of two months from the date of receipt of certified copy of the order. “
Hon’ble Chief Information Commissioner – Sh. R. I. Singh, after discussing

the matter with the officers/officials concerned, marked this case to the undersigned as appeal case for decision.


Sh. Vijay Kumar Clerk, who appeared on behalf of PIO of office of G. M., Punjab Roadways, SriMuktsar Sahib, in today’s hearing, submits that information to Ankush Narang, Advocate, Booth No. 33, Civil Courts, Malout, SriMuktsar Sahib was sent on 19.09.2007 through letter no. 5465 by G. M., Punjab Roadways, SriMuktsar Sahib. He submits that the above mentioned address of Ankush Narang, Advocate, was given  as correspondence address by Ms. Sharda Kadan in her RTI request moved to the PIO-cum-District magistrate, SriMuktsar Sahib.


He submits a letter no. 4216 dated 18.03.2014 in the Commission today. In that letter, Sh. Balkaran Singh, PIO of office of G. M., Punjab Roadways, SriMuktsar Sahib has written to Executive Officer, Nagar Council, Malout, to send the requisite information to the appellant. He submits that Sh, Balkaran Singh is working as G. M., Punjab Roadways, SriMuktsar Sahib. Both these letters submitted by him are taken on record.
Ms. Monika, Ticket Stock Verification Clerk, who appeared on behalf of PIO 

of office of PEPSU Road Transport Corp., Patiala, in today’s hearing, submits a letter no. 15849 dated 25.03.2014 in the Commission today.


In that letter, Sh. Surinder Singh, PIO of office of PEPSU Road Transport Corp., Patiala, submits that the requisite information has already been sent to the information-seeker at the address of Sh. Ankur Narang through letter no. 9053 dated 24.09.2007. A copy of that letter was also submitted in the Commission today. Both these letters are taken on record. She also submits that Surinder Singh is PIO of office of PEPSU Road Transport Corp., Patiala.

Sh. Mangat Ram, Jr. Asstt., who alongwith Sh. Gurcharan Singh, Jr. Asstt., 

appeared on behalf of PIO of office of E. O., Nagar Council, Malout, in today’s hearing, submit that Ms. Sharda Kadan has never sought for information directly from the PIO of office of E. O., Nagar Council, Malout.



He also submits a reply given by Sh. Jagsir Singh Dhaliwal, E. O.-cum-PIO of office of Nagar Council, Malout. It is taken on record.



In that reply, Sh. Dhaliwal has mentioned that Mrs. Kadan has never sought 
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for information from the PIO of office of E. O., Nagar Council, Malout, directly. Rather a letter was received from the PIO of office of S. D. M., Malout by the PIO of office of E. O., Nagar Council, Malout on 19.09.2007 regarding queries raised by Ms. Sharda Kadan in her RTI request. That letter was duly replied on 27.09.2007 through letter no. 2313. 

In that letter, PIO of office of E. O., Nagar Council Malout, duly informed 
that Bus Stand belongs to a private firm and hence Nagar Council, Malout has nothing to do with. As per House Tax/assessment register – T. S. - 1 and as per assessment year 1986-87, a copy of the record pertaining to the owner of that bus stand was taken out and a copy of the same was sent to S. D. M., Malout.



Sh. Dhaliwal also through letter no. RTI.M.C./100 dated 24.03.2014 has also informed through registered post to Ms. Sharda Kadan that as per assessment of House Tax 1986-87  and assessment register – T. S.-1 , Chaudhary Prahalad Kumar and Sh. Amar Amar of Malout are house tax payer of the said bus stand. It is taken on record. A copy of this order was also sent to Ms. Sharda Kadan.



Smt. Sharda Kadan did not appear in today’s hearing without intimation to the Commission despite the fact that she approached Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court for disposal of her appeal case.



Sh. Gajender Pal, messenger of the Commission kept on calling  Smt. Sharda Kadan for hearing from 12 noon to 12:40 P.M., she did not turn out.


It is to be noted that all the concerned PIOs must take this appeal case seriously as this case is being heard as per orders of the Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court by the bench of undersigned. As per the orders of Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court, this case is to be decided by 26.04.2014.



So any respondent-PIO showing laxity and reluctance to cooperate and failing to attend the hearings could face serious consequences as he might be defying the orders of the Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court.

Smt. Sharda Kadan is directed to appear in person before the Commission 

or she could send her authorized representative on the next date of hearing positively with the clear cut and flawless answers of following queries :

a) to whom the first appeal was moved by her in this case ;

b) where the first appeal has gone and why it has not been placed on file ;

c) To whom second appeal was moved and where it has gone and why it has not been placed on file ;



The case is adjourned to  9th April, 2014 (Wednesday) at 12 noon in 

Chamber, S. C. O. 32 – 34, Sector 17 – C, Chandigarh.
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The officials who appeared on behalf of their respective PIOs have been 

informed about the next hearing of this appeal case during the hearing today.

A copy of this order be sent to the concerned parties through registered

post.

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.





     (Chander Parkash)
26th  March, 2014                                             State Information Commissioner
