STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No.1186 of 2012
Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roop Nagar,

Distt. Roop Nagar.

      


  


     …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Rayat International School,

Railmajra,Near Ropar,

Distt. Saheed Bhagat Singh Nagar.



2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Rayat International School,

Railmajra, Near Ropar,

Distt. Saheed Bhagat Singh Nagar.
     



…Respondents
Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387)

For the respondent: Sh. L.K. Grover, Deputy Director Planning Head office Chandigarh on behalf of the respondent Rayat International School, Railmajra, Near Ropar, Distt. Saheed Bhagat Singh Nagar. (99882-99765) 

ORDER

1.
The appellant Sh. Sudip Vij is present in the Commission. He states that the complete requisite information has been provided to him by the School. Referring to the orders of State Information Commissioner Punjab in CC No. 1471, 1642 and 1643 of 2012 he submits that this School be also declared as Public Authority. 

2.
Sh. L.K. Grover, Deputy Director Planning Head office Chandigarh on behalf of the respondent Rayat International School, Railmajra,Near Ropar, Distt. Saheed Bhagat Singh Nagar states that the deficiency pointed out by the appellant has been removed and now no more information remains to be provided. He further argues that their School is unaided, it is not created by any legislation, it is not control by any Government or authority and land for the school has been purchased from the private 
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APPEAL CASE No.1186 of 2012
sources. He further stresses that the school does not fall under the definiation of public authority as they have already submitted their reply dated 19.10.2012 which may be read as part of arguments. In the end, he submits that though the information has been provided purely on voluntary basis but the school does not fall under the category of public authority and therefore this appeal may be dismissed on merit.

3.
After hearing both the parties the matter to come up for orders on 08.03.2013 at 2:00 P.M.  

4.
Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 


Sd/-
Chandigarh






         (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                    
        State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No.  1187 of 2012
Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roopnagar,

Distt. Roopnagar.
         


  


             …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Satluj Public School,

Zail Singh Nagar, Ropar-140001


2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Satluj Public School,

Zail Singh Nagar, Ropar-140001             



…Respondents

Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387) 

For the respondent. Sh. Mohit Jaggi Advocate. 

ORDER

1. Both the parties are present at today’s hearing. The Ld. Counsel for respondent seeks an adjournment to argue the case. Accepting the plea of the respondent counsel, the matter is adjourned for arguments on 08.03.2013 at  2:00 P.M.
2. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 


Sd/-
Chandigarh






          (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                              State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No. 1188 of 2012
Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roopnagar,

Distt. Roopnagar.
     


  


            …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Sant Karam Singh Academy,

Shampura, Roopnagar.

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Sant Karam Singh Academy,

Shampura, Roopnagar.

            



…Respondents

Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387).



For the respondent. Sh. Jaspal Singh, Clerk office of Sant Karam Singh 


Academy, Shampura, Roopnagar. (94638-24848)

ORDER

1.
Sh. Jaspal Singh, Clerk office of Sant Karam Singh Academy, Shampura, Roopnagar submits reply dated 26.02.2013 which is taken on record copy of the same given to the appellant. He seeks an adjournment for arguing the matter. Accepting the plea of the respondent, the matter is adjourned for arguments on 08.03.2013 at 2:00 P.M.
2.
 Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties.
 
Sd/-
Chandigarh






        (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No.  1189 of 2012 

Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roop Nagar,

Distt. Roop Nagar.

 


  


     …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o St. Carmel School,

Village Katli Boat Club Road, Ropar.

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o St. Carmel School,

Village Katli Boat Club Road, Ropar.            



…Respondents
 
Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387).

For the respondent. Sh. Balbir Singh  on behalf of Sh. Chetan Aggarwal, Advocate for the respondent St. Carmel School, Village Katli Boat Club Road, Ropar. (94170-23277)

ORDER

1. Sh. Balbir Singh  on behalf of Sh. Chetan Aggarwal, Advocate for the respondent St. Carmel School, Village Katli Boat Club Road, Ropar and submits letter from Sh. Chetan Aggarwal requesting for an adjournment as he is indisposed. Accepting the plea of the respondent, the matter is adjourned for arguments on 08.03.2013 at 2:00 P.M.
2. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Chandigarh







(Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                              State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No. 1190 of 2012
Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 



R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roop Nagar,

Distt. Roop Nagar.

    


  


     …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,
    

O/o Neta Ji Model School, 

S.C. Bose Nagar Ropar.

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Neta Ji Model School, 

S.C. Bose Nagar Ropar.                   




…Respondents
 
Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387).
For the respondent: Sh. Parwinder Kumar, PRO O/o Neta Ji Model School, S.C. Bose Nagar Ropar. (98033-74815)

ORDER
1. Sh. Parwinder Kumar, PRO, O/o Neta Ji Model School, S.C. Bose Nagar Ropar is present in the Commission and submits written request that one month’s time may be given to file the reply. Accepting the plea of the respondent, the matter is adjourned for reply of the respondent on 08.03.2013 at  2:00 P.M. 
2.  Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the appellant. 

Sd/-
Chandigarh






(Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                     State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No.  1191 of 2012
Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roopnagar,

Distt. Roopnagar.

     


  


     …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Maha Rani Satindera Public School,

Bela, Distt. Roopnagar.

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Maha Rani Satindera Public School,

Bela, Distt. Roopnagar.
                           



…Respondents

Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387).

None for the respondent. 

ORDER

1. The respondent is neither present at today’s hearing nor any intimation has been received about the reason of absence. One last opportunity is provided to the respondent for arguments. The matter is adjourned for arguments on 08.03.2013 at 2:00 P.M.
2. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Chandigarh






     (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                          State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No. 1192 of 2012 

Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roopnagar,

Distt. Roopnagar.

    


  


     …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Holy Family Convent School,

Hussainpura, Distt. Roopnagar.



2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Holy Family Convent School,

Hussainpura, Distt. Roopnagar.               



…Respondents

Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387).

For the respondent: Smt. Alka Sarin, Advocate on the behalf PIO office of Holy Family Convent School, Hussainpura, Distt. Roopnagar.  

ORDER
1. Smt. Alka Sarin, Advocate appearing on behalf of the respondent at the outset of her argument points out that the original application of the appellant is submitted by the President of Parents Students and Social Welfare Association Roop Nagar whereas the appeal filed in the Commission is by Sh. Sudip Vij. The original application is not maintainable as it is not filed by a person. Besides this, the appellant has not been authorized by the association to file appeal in the Commission. He is seeking information from various schools but the larger interest is not reflected anywhere as to why he is seeking the information. She further refers to the provisions of Section 2(h) and (j) of the RTI Act and argues that as such the respondent is not covered under the definition of public authority. In support of her argument she relies upon 2011 Vol.-II 
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APPEAL CASE No. 1192 of 2012 

RCR (C) page 22, Special Leave Petition (Civil) No. 27734 of 2012 in Supreme Court in Girish Ramchandra Deshpande Versus Cen. Information Commission & Ors. She further mentions that the reliance of appellant on Punjab and Haryana High Court  Writ Petition No. 19224 of 2006 is related to aided schools and is not applicable in the instant case. She further points out that the reliance of appellant in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 7265 of 2007 in Poorna Prajna Public School Versus Central Information Commission & others is not applicable because para 19 of the said judgment clearly mentions, “ The question whether the petitioner school is a public authority is left open and not decided.” She further mentions that the ruling by Punjab State Information Commission in CC No. 702 of 2011 is about technical institution and not about the school and hence not applicable in this case. Ld. Counsel also mentions that in the Central Information Commission New Delhi Appeal No. CIC/MA/A/2008.01114/Decision No. 5607/IC (6)/2010 the Directorate of Education New Delhi has been declared as the public authority and not the Pinnacle School and that in Central Information Commission New Delhi File  No. CIC/SG/C/2010/001036/AD dated 23.08.2011 the Delhi Public School has been declared as public authority because the land has been given to the school at concessional rate and another piece of land at a highly subsidized nominal ground rent of Rs.10/ Annum by DDA. Concluding her arguments the Ld. Counsel points out that keeping in mind the definition of public authority as per RTI Act the facts are that the respondent’s school is neither creation of any legislature/notification by government nor controlled by government, the land of the school has been purchased 
Cont..p-3

APPEAL CASE No. 1192 of 2012 

from private party, no funds have ever been received from government, no nominee of government or ICSE to which the school is affiliated is on its  Management Committee and the school is unaided and is managed privately. Closing her arguments she mentions that in the interest of justice equity and fair play the above noted appeal, which is wholly misconceived and devoid of any merit, may be dismissed with costs. 

2. Sh. Sudip Vij the appellant seeks an adjournment to argue the case. 

3. Accepting the plea of the appellant, the matter is adjourned for arguments to continue on 08.03.2013 at  2:00 P.M. 
4. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh






   (Parveen Kumar)
Dated: 26.02.2013.


                         State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No.  1193 of 2012       

Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association,      
R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roop Nagar,

Distt. Roop Nagar.
         


  


   
    …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o New Model High School, Roopnagar.

 
2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o New Model High School, Roopnagar.
            

…Respondents
Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387) 

For the respondent. Sh. Mohit Jaggi Advocate. 

ORDER

1. Both the parties are present at today’s hearing. The Ld. Counsel for respondent seeks an adjournment to argue the case. Accepting the plea of the respondent counsel, the matter is adjourned for arguments on 08.03.2013 at  2:00 P.M.
2. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 
 
 








Sd/-
Chandigarh






(Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                     State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No. 1194 of 2012
Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roop Nagar,

Distt. Roop Nagar.
       


  


              …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Genius International Public School,

Solakhaiya, Distt. Roop Nagar.



2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Genius International Public School,

Solakhaiya, Distt.Roop Nagar.
            



…Respondents
Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387).



For the respondent: Sh. Sailinder Sharma Advocate on behalf of Genius 


International Public School ,Solakhaiya, Distt. Roop Nagar (09417027041) 

ORDER

1. Sh. Sailinder Sharma Advocate appearing on behalf of the respondent in the beginning of his arguments submits that the reply in the instant appeal has already been filed indicating that the answering respondent is a private organization and is not getting any kind of grant-in-aid in any form either from the State Government or from the Central Government and is not a public authority. Hence, the answering respondent does not come within the preview of RTI Act 2005. Elaborating his arguments he mentions that the respondent’s school is privately managed one, no grant or aid from government has ever been received and there is no control of government or any other authority in managing affairs of the school. The land of the school is purchased from a private party    and mere affiliation of a private unaided school with CBSE does not bring respondent school within the preview of RTI Act. Just as a shopkeeper may have to 
Cont…p-2
APPEAL CASE No. 1194 of 2012
seek license from government for selling a commodity but the shop cannot be termed as public authority so is the case of respondent’s school. He cites ruling in  Kuldeep Singh Vs. State of Punjab and another, 2011(2) RCR 22 where it has been held that private unaided school which is neither owned, controlled or substantially financed directly or indirectly by funds provided by appropriate government is not a public authority and can not be directed to supply information. In another case Punjab Cricket Association Vs. State Information Commission, Punjab and others, where Punjab Cricket Association, a private body was declared as public authority and  the Hon’ble High Court vide order dated 29.08.2012 while admitting the appeal stayed the operation of the order. In another case CWP No. 9629 of 2012 Shiwalik Public School Ropar Vs. State Information Commissioner, Punjab, where Shiwalik Public School a private unaided school was declared as public authority to be within the preview of RTI Act, the Hon’ble High Court while admitting the Writ Petition, stayed the further proceedings vide order dated 05.07.2012. The Ld. Counsel points out that all the citations mentioned by the appellant in his written arguments are not applicable in the instant case. In CIC decision no. 5607/IC(6) 2010 the school in question has not been held as public authority. In another case decision of CIC New Delhi dated 23.08.2011about school as public authority is on the grounds of concession availed in purchase or rent of land from DDCA. Both rulings  are not at all applicable in the instant case. In Poorna Prajna Public School Vs. CIC & others case the question of public authority remains undecided. The decision of Punjab State Information Commission in CC No. 702 of 2011 is not 
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applicable to schools and is about technical institutes. Similarly, Punjab and Haryana High Court order in Civil Writ Petition No. 19224 of 2006 is not relevant in the instant case because it pertains to aided schools whereas the respondent’s school is unaided one. In the end, the Ld. Counsel submits that in view of above mentioned facts the instant case may be dismissed on merit. 
2.
Sh. Sudip Vij the appellant seeks an adjournment to argue the case. 

3.
Accepting the plea of the appellant, the matter is adjourned for arguments to continue on 08.03.2013 at  2:00 P.M. 
4.
Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Chandigarh






(Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                     State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
APPEAL CASE No. 1196 of 2012
Sh. Sudip Vij, (President),

Parents Students & Social Welfare Association, 

R/o #1270/2, Jain Mohala, Roop Nagar,

Distt. Roop Nagar.

     


  


     …Appellant

Vs

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Shivalik Public School, 
Roopnagar.


2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Shivalik Public School,

Roopnagar.


                    



…Respondents
 
Present:
Appellant Sh. Sudip Vij in person. (9814033387).

For the respondent: Sh. Balbir Singh, on behalf of Shivalik Public School, Roopnagar. (98766-65969) 

ORDER

1. Sh. Balbir Singh, on behalf of Shivalik Public School, Roopnagar states that the written reply tendered by the answering respondent may be read as arguments. 
2. Sh. Sudip Vij the appellant seeks an adjournment to argue the case. 

3. Accepting the plea of the appellant, the matter is adjourned for arguments to continue on 08.03.2013 at 2:00 P.M. 
4. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh






(Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 26.02.2013.


                     State Information Commissioner
