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Sh. Bharat Bhushan Mattu 9463989230 

# 322 Maskeen Nagar Central Post Office, 

District Ludhiana         ....Appellant  

vs 

Public Information Officer  

o/o Personnel Department, 

Punjab Civil Secretariat-1, Chandigarh.  

 

First Appellate Authority 

o/o Personnel Department, 

Punjab Civil Secretariat-1, Chandigarh.  

....Respondents  

Appeal Case No. 2633 of 2021 

(Video Conference/Telephone Proceedings) 

 

Present:- None on behalf of the appellant.  

Ms Shailja, Supdt.-cum-Public Information Officer 7973159723 P.P. 2 Branch, & Ms 

Rajinder Kaur, Supdt-cum-Public Information Officer P.P. 1 Branch on behalf of the 

respondents. (on telephone)  

ORDER 

 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 26.10.2021. 
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2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 

 

3. The appellant is absent but he has sent the submissions, which are taken on record. 

However, the respondent-Public Information Officer states that the specific point wise reply 

regarding sought information has already been sent to the Commission with a copy to the 

appellant, which has already been taken on record. She further states that the information 

pertaining to Point No. 1 and 5 of the RTI application has already been supplied to the 

appellant and Point No. 2,3,4 and 6 of the RTI application has already been transferred to 

the concerned public authority i.e. PP1 Branch(Point No. 2 of the RTI application) and 
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 Finance Department (Point No. 3,4 and 6 of the RTI application). Also the Public Information 

Officer, P.P. 1 Branch states that the specific reply regarding the sought information has 

already been sent to the appellant vide No. 695 dated 3.8.2021 with a copy to the 

Commission, which has already been taken on record.  

4. Also the RTI application has been considered in terms of the orders issued by the 

Punjab State Information Commission in CC No. 2177 of 2010 (DOD 2.8.2010) in which it has 

been mentioned that the information to be collected, collated, tabulated and rearranged is 

not within the purview of the RTI Act. Subsequently, the office memorandum issued by the 

Department of Personnel and Training, Government of India vide no. 1/18/2011-IR dated 

16.9.2011 in which it has been mentioned that:-  

 “only such information can be supplied under the Act which already exists and is held 

by the public authority or held by the public authority or held under the control of the 

public authority. The Public Information Officer is not supposed to create information 

or to interpret information or to solve the problems raised by the applicant or to 

furnish the replies to hypothetical questions”. 

5.   The RTI application of appellant was also considered in terms of office memorandum 

issued by the Department of Personnel & Training, Government of India vide No. 

11/2/2008-IR dated 10.7.2008 in which it has been stated that the Public Information 

Officer has to supply the ‘material’ in the form as held by the public authority and it is not 

required to do research on behalf of the citizen to deduce anything from the material and 

then supply it to him. 

6. It is also appropriate to mention the decision given by the Supreme Court of India in 

the matter of Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr. Vs. Aditya Bandopadhyay & Ors 

(Civil Appeal No.6454 of 2011) reported as 2011(3)RCT(Civil) and circulated by the Ministry 
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 of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training vide No. 

1/18/2011-IR dated 16.9.2011 which is as follows:- 

“At this juncture, it is necessary to clear some misconceptions about the RTI Act. The 

RTI Act provides access to all information that is available and existing. This is clear 

from a combined reading of section 3 and the definitions of ‘information’ and ‘right 

to information’ under clauses (f) and (j) of section 2 of the Act. If a public authority 

has any information in the form of data or analysed data, or abstracts, or statistics, 

an applicant may access such information, subject to the exemptions in section 8 of 

the Act. But where the information sought is not a part of the record of a public 

authority, and where such information is not required to be maintained under any 

law or the rules or regulations of the public authority, the Act does not cast an 

obligation upon the public authority, to collect or collate such non available 

information and then furnish it to an applicant. A public authority is also not required 

to furnish information which require drawing of inferences and/or making of 

assumptions. It is also not required to provide ‘advice’ or ‘opinion’ to an applicant, 

nor required to obtain and furnish any ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ to an applicant. The 

reference to ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ in the definition of ‘information’ in section 2(f) of the 

Act, only refers to such material available in the records of the public authority. Many 

public authorities have, as a public relation exercise, provide advice, guidance and 

opinion to the citizens. But that is purely voluntary and should not be confused with 

any obligation under the RTI Act.” 

7. It is also appropriate to mention the instructions issued by the Ministry of Personnel, 

Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Personnel & Training No. 10/2/2008-IR dated 

12.6.2008 to transfer the RTI application of the appellant under Section 6(3) of the RTI Act,  
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2005 to ‘public authority’ and not to the ‘public authorities’ in accordance with the 

provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. However, the appellant is at liberty to file the application 

afresh to the authorities concerned in case he is willing to take any information. 

8. Keeping in view the above, the Commission observes that no further action is 

required to be taken in this case.  Hence, the case is disposed of and closed.  

        sd 
Dated: 23.11.2021     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
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Md. Sharafat Khan 9855488504 

F-15, Shri Devaji Residency, Kishanpura, 

Dhakoli, Zirakpur-15 

Mohali          .....Appellant  

Vs 

Public Information Officer  

o/o E.O. Municipal Council Zirakpur 

Mohali 

 

First Appellate Authority 

o/o Regional Deputy Director, 

Room No. 409, Mini Secretariat, 

Patiala         ....Respondents  

Appeal Case No. 3768 of 2021 
(Video Conference/Telephone Proceedings) 

 

Present:- Md. Sharafat Khan, appellant on telephone. 

Adv. Gulshan Mehta 9876468637 & Sh. Nirdosh Sharma 9915955511 on 

behalf of the respondents.  

ORDER 

 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 26.10.2021. 
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2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 
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3. The representative of the respondent states that the complete information as 

available on record has already been supplied to the appellant with which the appellant 

agreed to. The appellant further states that he has no objection if the present case is 

disposed of.  

4. Keeping in view the submissions made by the appellant, the Commission observes 

that no further action is required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is disposed of and 

closed. 

        sd 

Dated:23.11.2021     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
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Sh. Tejinder Singh Advocate, 
Civil Court, Tehsil Complex, 
Backside Sanjh Kender, 
Phillaur-144410 M : 9041004313       ..Appellant 

Vs 
Public Information Officer,  
O/o Sub Registrar,  
Mullanpur Dakha, Distt Ludhiana. 
 
First Appellate Authority  
-cum-Sub Divisional Magistrate (West),  
Ludhiana. 
 
Distt. Revenue Officer 
-cum-Public Information Officer  Registered 
(Establishment Branch) 
o/o Deputy Commissioner, 
District Ludhiana        ....Respondent(s)  

Appeal Case No. 1115/2021 
(Video Conference/Telephone Proceedings) 

Present:- None on behalf of the appellant. 
Ms Prabjot, Sr. Asstt ________________ on behalf of the respondents.  

ORDER 

 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 1.3.2021. 

2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 

   

 
3.  The representative of the respondent states that the information has already been 

sent to the appellant through registered post. She has also sent the copy of postal receipt in 

this regard along with the track record of the registered post sent to the appellant, which is 

taken on record. The appellant is absent without intimation.  

Contd..p/2 
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4. Keeping in view the information supplied to the appellant, the Commission observes 

that no further action is required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is this closed off 

and closed. However the liberty is granted to the appellant to approach the Commission 

within two weeks in case of any submission for the consideration of the Commission. 

        sd 

Dated:23.11.2021     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
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Sh. Rakesh Kumar Gupta, 

# 8/237, Jagraon Road, Mandi Mullanpur, 

District Ludhiana         ....Appellant  

Vs 

Public Information Officer 

o/o E.O. Municipal Council, 

Jagraon, 

District Ludhiana  

 

 

First Appellate Authority   Registered 

o/o Addl. Deputy Commissioner (U.D.) 

Mini Secretariat,  

District Ludhiana         ....Respondents  

Appeal Case No. 577 of 2021 
(Video Conference Proceedings) 

 
Present:- Sh. Rakesh Kumar Gupta, appellant through cisco webex. 

  Sh. Narinder Kumar, _______________ on behalf of the respondents.   
ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 4.10.2021. 

2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 
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3. The appellant states that directions may be issued to the respondent Public 

Information Officer to supply the complete information in this case. However the 

representative of the respondent states that the appellant has not appeared before the First 

Appellate Authority in spite of the written intimation sent to the appellant in this regard. 

4. Keeping in view the submissions made by the respondent and after the perusal of 

the record of the case file, the titled appeal case of the appellant is remanded to the First 

Appellate Authority with the direction to pass the speaking order in this case after hearing 

the parties concerned within the stipulated period as per the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. 

Also the appellant is directed to remain present before the First Appellate Authority after 

getting the intimation in this regard. With these directions, the case is disposed of and 

closed. However the liberty is granted to the appellant to approach the Commission in case 

he is not satisfied with the decision of the First Appellate Authority for the consideration of 

the Commission. 

         sd 
Dated:23.11.2021     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab. 
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Sh. Jasbir Singh, 
Guru Nanak Nagar, 
Village Bholapur, Jhabewal, 
P.O. Ramgarh, Ludhiana 141123 98886296107    ....Appellant  

Vs 
Public Information Officer  
o/o Pr. Secretary, Revenue,  
Punjab Civil Secretariat-1,  
Chandigarh.  
 
First Appellate Authority 
o/o Pr. Secretary, Revenue, 
Punjab Civil Secretariat-1,  
Chandigarh.  
 
Public Information Officer    
o/o Deputy Commissioner, 
Moga  
 
Sh. Beant Singh 9814038330   
Public Information Officer  
o/o Tehsildar, Zira, Ferozepur.      ....Respondents  

Appeal Case No. 3590 of 2021 
(Video Conference Proceedings) 

Present:- None on behalf of the appellant. 
Sh. Gaurav 9815070592 _______________on behalf of the respondents.  

ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 25.10.2021.  

2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 
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3. The appellant is absent but he has sent the submissions through email and by post, 

which are taken on record. However, the representative of the respondents  already 

supplied the information pertaining to Point No. 3, 4 & 5 of the RTI application vide letter 

dated 9.9.2021. Also regarding the remaining information regarding Point No. 1 of the RTI 

application, the respondent also filed the specific reply vide letter dated 23.11.2021 with a 

copy to the appellant that Sh. Jagsir Singh joined as Patwari at Zira on 23.3.1991 as has been 

sought by the appellant. Regarding Point No. 2 of the RTI application, the respondent 

submitted vide letter dated 23.11.2021 that the information pertaining to the 3rd party and 

is also exempted in accordance with the instructions issued by the Government of Punjab 

dated 9.8.2021 as per the decision of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. The relevant 

portion of the decision of Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in Civil Appeal No. 10044 of 2010 

titled Central Public Information Officer, Supreme Court of India Vs Subhash Chandra 

Agarwal is reproduced below:- 

“Reading of the aforesaid judicial precedents, in our opinion, would indicate that 

personal records, including name, address, physical, mental and psychological status, 

marks obtained, grades and answer sheets, are all treated as personal information. 

Similarly, professional records, including qualification, performance, evaluation 

reports, ACRs, disciplinary proceedings, etc. are all personal information. Medical 

records, treatment, choice of medicine, list of hospitals and doctors visited, findings 

recorded, including that of the family members, information relating to assets 

liabilities, income tax returns, details of investments, lending and borrowing, etc. are 

personal information. Such personal information is entitled to protection from 

unwarranted invasion of privacy and conditional access is available when stipulation 

of larger public interest is satisfied.” 

4. Keeping in view the above, the Commission observes that no further action is 

required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is disposed of and closed. Since, the 

appellant is absent, therefore, the opportunity is granted to file the submissions, if any, in 

this case, within four weeks for the consideration of the Commission. 

        sd 
Dated: 23.11.2021     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab. 


