PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

RED CROSS BUILDING, NEAR ROSE GARDEN,

SECTOR – 16, CHANDIGARH
Tel No. 0172-2864116, Fax No. 0172-2864125
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com; Email: psic26@punjabmail.gov.in;

COMPLAINT CASE NO.  1041 OF 2017

Sh. Kuldeep Singh,

S/o SH. Harbhajan Singh,

R/o Village Talle Wala,

Tehsil: Guruharsahai, Distt: Ferozepur.

…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Child Development and

Project Officer, Guruharsahai,

Distt: Ferozepur.

…Respondent

PRESENT:
Sh. Kuldeep Singh, Complainant.


Ms. Gurjeet Kaur, C.D.P.O. -cum- PIO & Ms. Sukhwant Kaur, 
Supervisor O/o C.D.P.O. Guruharsahai, Distt. Feroezepur.

ORDER:

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 21.11.2017.

The complainant appears and states that no information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO. 


Ms. Gurjeet Kaur, C.D.P.O. -cum- PIO O/o Guruharsahai, Distt: Ferozepur appears and submit the requisite information relating to point no. 1 of the RTI application, before the Commission, during the hearing. She further states that Respondent’s office is locked by the owner due to rent dispute. Copy of the same is placed on record. 


In view of the above and after perusal of the record available in the case file, it is ascertained that the Respondent - PIO has sent the available information to the complainant and rest of the information could not be supplied within time due to above said reason. I agree with the plea put forth by the PIO and therefore show cause notice is, hereby, dropped. 


In these circumstances, it is relevant to invite the attention of the Complainant to the judgement of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India rendered on 12.12.2011 in Civil Appeal Nos. 10787-10788 of 2011 (arising out of SLP(C) No. 32768-32769/2010) - Chief Information Commissioner and another Vs. State of Manipur and another, in Para 31 whereof, it has been held that while entertaining a complaint case under Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005.    
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COMPLAINT CASE NO.  1041 OF 2017
The Commissioners have no jurisdiction to pass an order providing for an access to the information. As such, since the complainant has approached the Commission under the provision of Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005, no directions for providing further information can be given by the Commission.


Since there is an alternative and efficacious remedy of first appeal available to the Complainant under section 19 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005, which has not been availed in the instant case and the First Appellate Authority has not had the occasion to review the decision of the PIO, as envisaged under the RTI Act by passing a detailed well reasoned speaking order. 


In case the complainant has any grouse about the provided information, he is advised to challenge the response of the PIO before the designated First Appellate Authority, as envisaged under Section 19(1) of the RTI Act, 2005, who will decide the matter in accordance with the provisions of the RTI Act within the prescribed time limit, after giving an opportunity of hearing to all concerned, by passing a speaking order.


If, however, the complainant does not feel satisfied with the decision of the First Appellate Authority, he will be at liberty to file a Second Appeal before the Commission under Section 19 (3) of the RTI Act, 2005.


In view of the observations noted above, instant complaint case is closed and disposed off. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner
Copy to (Regd. Post):-
Ms. Gurjeet Kaur, 

Public Information Officer -cum-
Child Development and Project Officer, 

Guruharsahai, Distt: Ferozepur.
COMPLAINT CASE NO.  1043 OF 2017

Sh. Balkar Singh S/o Sh. Pritam Singh,

R/o Village Talle Wala,

Tehsil: Guruharsahai,

Distt: Ferozepur.


                   …Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Social Welfare Officer,

Ferozepur. 



                    …Respondent

PRESENT:
Sh. Balkar Singh, Complainant.


Sh. Balvir Singh, Clerk on behalf of the Respondent - PIO.

ORDER:

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 21.11.2017.

The complainant appears and states that no information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO till date. 


Sh. Balvir Singh, Clerk O/o District Social Welfare Office, Ferozepur appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that requisite information has already been supplied to the complainant, by registered post as well as he has brought the same to deliver it personally to the complainant, before the Commission. 


After going through the information, the complainant states that incomplete information has been provided to him.  


In view of the above, the Respondent - PIO is directed to appear personally alongwith the remaining information duly attested, on the next date of hearing and file the reply in response to show cause notice issued to her in reference to the order dated: 21.11.2017, on the next date of hearing, otherwise penalty provision will be initiated under the RTI Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner 

Copy to (Regd. Post):-


Ms. Kulwinder Kaur,


Public Information Officer -cum-


District Social Security Officer,


Ferozepur.

APPEAL CASE NO.  2479 OF 2017

Sh. Mohan Lal Sharma S/o Sh. Tikka Ram, 

House No. 33308, Street No. 8,

Partap Nagar, Bathinda.

…Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Manager,

Housefed, Moga.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o District Manager,

Housefed, Moga.

…Respondents
PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the Appellant.


Sh. Nachhatar Singh, District Manager O/o Housefed, Faridkot.

ORDER:

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 07.11.2017.

The appellant is absent without any intimation to the Commission for today’s hearing and he was also absent on 07.11.2017.


Sh. Nachhatar Singh, District Manager O/o Housefed, Faridkot appears and states that demanded information cannot be given to the appellant because RTI Act is not applicable on this department and demanded information is laying with the Housefed Punjab, Chandigarh. He further states that the PIO of the Housefed Punjab, Chandigarh has sent a letter vide no. Housefed/R.T.I./5090, dated: 07.11.2017 mentioning therein that Civil Writ Petitions No. 3917/2007 and 16611/2009 is pending in the Hon’ble Punjab & Haryana High Court regarding, whether Housefed is Public Authority or not. The appellant has already been informed vide letter no. D.M./Housefed/Moga/840, dated: 05.05.2017 that his RTI application does not relate to this office. The Postal Order of Rs. 30 alongwith his RTI application has returned back to the appellant. Copy of the same is taken on record.

Cont… Pg 2

APPEAL CASE NO.  2479 OF 2017


One more opportunity is given to the appellant to justify the what public interest involved in this case on the next date of hearing. 


In view of the above and perusal of the record available in the file, it is ascertained that the matter is pending in the Hon’ble Punjab & Haryana High Court regarding, whether Housefed is Public Authority or not.

The matter to come up on 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM for further proceedings. 

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.  






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner 

APPEAL CASE NO.  2551 OF 2017

Sh. Pardeep Kumar Mehta,

House No. 298/4, Milap Nagar,

Hoshiarpur-146001.

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary,

Food & Civil Supplies Department,

Punjab, Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Principal Secretary,

Food & Civil Supplies Department,

Punjab, Chandigarh.

…Respondents

PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the appellant.


Ms. Baljinder Kaur, Superintendent -cum- PIO & and


Ms. Daljeet Kaur, Sr. Assistant.

ORDER:


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 07.11.2017.
              
A letter has been received from the appellant in the Commission vide diary no. 28921 dated 19.12.2017 mentioning therein that he is unable to attend today’s hearing and has sought another date.


Ms. Baljinder Kaur, Superintendent -cum- PIO appears and states that requisite information has already been supplied to the appellant through speed post and after that no observation has been received from him. She further states that no other information is available in the official record of the respondent. Copy of the same is taken on record. 


After hearing the respondent and perusal of the record available in the file, it is ascertained that the appellant has not attended the hearing in the Commission consecutively twice entailing thereby that he does not want to pursue his case further. Moreover, he has not pointed out any deficiency in the provided information to the respondent as well as the Commission, which appears that he is satisfied with the information provided. 

Cont… Pg 2

APPEAL CASE NO.  2551 OF 2017

Since, the information as demanded by the appellant stands provided to him by the respondent. Therefore, no further cause of action is left and the instant Appeal Case is hereby, closed and disposed off. 


Copies of the order be sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  2552 OF 2017

Sh. Pardeep Kumar Mehta,

House No. 298/4, Milap Nagar,

Hoshiarpur-146001.



…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chairman,
State Consumer Forum, Punjab,

Sector-37-A, Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Chairman,
State Consumer Forum, Punjab,

Sector-37-A, Chandigarh.


                  …Respondents
PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the appellant.


Sh. Arvinder Singh, Superintendent -cum- PIO.

ORDER:

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 07.11.2017.
              
A letter has been received from the appellant in the Commission vide diary no. 28923 dated 19.12.2017 mentioning therein that he is unable to attend today’s hearing and has sought another date.


Sh. Arwinder Singh, Superintendent -cum- PIO appears and states that  the appellant has already been informed vide letter no. 6509, dated: 12.07.2017 that the information, which has been sought by him is available on the website i.e. confonet.nic.in except point no. 5. Information relating to point no. 5 has been sent to the appellant vide letter no. 6704, dated 17.07.2017. He further states that the appellant is asked to appear before the FAA on 13.09.2017 vide letter no. 8818, dated: 06.09.2017 but he did not turned up. He further states that RTI application of the appellant is in questioner format even then reply has been sent to the appellant well in time. Copy of the same is taken on record. 


After hearing the respondent and perusal of the record available in the file, it is ascertained that the appellant has not attended the hearing in the Commission consecutively twice entailing thereby that he does not want to pursue his case further. Moreover, he has not pointed out any deficiency in the provided information to the respondent as well as the Commission, which appears that he is satisfied with the information provided. 
Cont… Pg 2

APPEAL CASE NO.  2552 OF 2017

Since, the information as demanded by the appellant stands provided by the respondent. Therefore, no further cause of action is left and the instant Appeal Case is hereby, closed and disposed off. 


Copies of the order be sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  3111 OF 2017

Sh. Jaspal Singh S/o Sh. Inder Singh,

Village Bibiwala, 

Tehsil & District Bathinda-151001


…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Registrar,                   

Cooperative Societies, 

Bathinda.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Joint Registrar,

Cooperative Societies,

Ferozepur.



                  …Respondents
PRESENT :
Sh. Jaspal Singh, Appellant.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar & Sh. Kanwaljit Singh, 


O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda. 

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 17.03.2017. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 01.05.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 03.11.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 20.12.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The appellant appears and states that incomplete information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda appears and bring the original record relating to his RTI application for the perusal of the appellant. 


After hearing both the parties and perusal of the RTI application reveals that the appellant has not sought the specific information, therefore, he is advised to visit the office of the respondent on 11.01.2018 and inspect the record. The respondent is directed to allow the appellant for inspection the record and provide the information to the appellant which will be pointed out by him. 


The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner
APPEAL CASE NO.  3112 OF 2017

Sh. Jaspal Singh S/o Sh. Inder Singh,

Village Bibiwala, 

Tehsil & District Bathinda-151001


…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Registrar,                   

Cooperative Societies, 

Bathinda.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Joint Registrar,

Cooperative Societies,

Ferozepur.



                  …Respondents
PRESENT :
Sh. Jaspal Singh, Appellant.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar & Sh. Kanwaljit Singh, 


O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda. 

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 02.03.2017. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 01.05.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 03.11.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 20.12.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The appellant appears and states that incomplete information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda appears and bring the original record relating to the RTI application of the appellant for his perusal. 


After hearing both the parties and perusal of the RTI application reveals that the appellant has not sought the specific information, therefore, he is advised to visit the office of the respondent on 11.01.2018 and inspect the record. The respondent is directed to allow the appellant for inspection the record and provide the information to the appellant which will be pointed out by him. 


The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner
APPEAL CASE NO.  3113 OF 2017

Sh. Jaspal Singh S/o Sh. Inder Singh,

Village Bibiwala, 

Tehsil & District Bathinda-151001


…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Registrar,                   

Cooperative Societies, 

Bathinda.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Joint Registrar,

Cooperative Societies,

Ferozepur.



                  …Respondents
PRESENT :
Sh. Jaspal Singh, Appellant.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar & Sh. Kanwaljit Singh, 


O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda. 

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 09.03.2017. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 01.05.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 03.11.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 20.12.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The appellant appears and states that incomplete information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda appears and bring the original record relating to the RTI application of the appellant for his perusal. 


After hearing both the parties and perusal of the RTI application reveals that the appellant has not sought the specific information, therefore, he is advised to visit the office of the respondent on 11.01.2018 and inspect the record. The respondent is directed to allow the appellant for inspection the record and provide the information to the appellant which will be pointed out by him. 


The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner
APPEAL CASE NO.  3114 OF 2017

Sh. Jaspal Singh S/o Sh. Inder Singh,

Village Bibiwala, 

Tehsil & District Bathinda-151001


…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Registrar,                   

Cooperative Societies, 

Bathinda.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Joint Registrar,

Cooperative Societies,

Ferozepur.



                  …Respondents
PRESENT :
Sh. Jaspal Singh, Appellant.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar & Sh. Kanwaljit Singh, 


O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda. 

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 02.03.2017. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 01.05.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 03.11.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 20.12.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The appellant appears and states that incomplete information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Harpal Singh, Assistant Registrar O/o Cooperative Societies, Bathinda appears and bring the original record relating to the RTI application of the appellant for his perusal. 


After hearing both the parties and perusal of the RTI application reveals that the appellant has not sought the specific information, therefore, he is advised to visit the office of the respondent on 11.01.2018 and inspect the record. The respondent is directed to allow the appellant for inspection the record and provide the information to the appellant which will be pointed out by him. 


The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner
APPEAL CASE NO.  3115 OF 2017

Sh. Nirmal Singh Lamba,

# 25-P, Punjab Bagh,

Civil Lines, Patiala-143001

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Registrar,                   

Cooperative Societies, 

Punjab.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Joint Registrar,

Cooperative Societies,

Patiala.

…Respondents
PRESENT :
Sh. Sheetal Singh is present on behalf of the Appellant.


Ms. Jaspreet Kaur, Superintendent O/o Joint Registrar, Patiala.


Ms. Kulwant Kaur, Superintendent O/o Assistant Registrar, Mohali. 

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 13.10.2016. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 12.04.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 03.11.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 20.12.2017 to appear before the Commission.


Sh. Sheetal Singh appears on behalf of the appellant and states that no information has been provided to the appellant by the Respondent - PIO.


Ms. Jaspreet Kaur, Superintendent O/o Joint Registrar, Cooperative Societies, Patiala appears and states that demanded information is third party information because the appellant was not produced any document regarding his membership in the Society.  


After hearing both the parties and perusal of the RTI application reveals that the appellant is a member of the Working Friends Cooperative House Rehabilitation Society Ltd. Mohali. The Respondent - PIO is directed to provided the demanded information to the appellant, before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against the PIO as per provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The appellant is advised to appear personally, on the next date of hearing. 

The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner

Appeal  CASE NO.   3117 OF 2016

Sh. Vicky Bajaj,

S/o Sh. K.L, Bajaj,

Vikas Vihar, Phase-1,

Ferozepur.

…Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Transport Officer,

Ferozepur.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Additional State Transport Commissioner,

Punjab,

Chandigarh.

…Respondents

PRESENT :
None for the Parties.
ORDER:-


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 21.11.2017.

The appellant has sent an email in the Commission vide diary no. 28928, dated: 19.12.2017 seeking an adjournment.


The Respondent – PIO has sent an email in the Commission vide diary no. 28936, dated: 20.12.2017 and seeking an adjournment.


In view of the above, the appellant is advised to follow up his case in the Commission, failing which it will be presumed that he does not want to pursue his case and decision shall be taken on merits. The Respondent - PIO is also directed to appear in person and provide the requisite information to the appellant, before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against him as per provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  3141 OF 2017

Sh. Jai Gopal Dhiman,

Post Box Number 10,

Head Post Office, Hoshiarpur-146001

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director,                   

Social Security, Development of Women &

Children, Punjab,

Sector-34, Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Director,                   

Social Security, Development of Women &

Children, Punjab,

Sector-34, Chandigarh.

…Respondents
PRESENT :
Sh. Jai Gopal Dhiman, Appellant.


Ms. Manjit, Superintendent and Ms. Santosh on behalf of the 

Respondent - PIO.

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 17.05.2017. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 21.08.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 06.11.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 20.12.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The appellant appears and states that no information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO till date.


Ms. Manjit, Superintendent appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and hands over the requisite information to the appellant, before the Commission. Copy of the same is taken on record.


After going through the information, the appellant states that incomplete information has provided to him. 


In view of the above, the appellant is advised to point out the discrepancies in writing to the Respondent - PIO within ten days, with a copy to Commission. The Respondent - PIO is directed to appear in person, on the next date of hearing and provide the remaining information to the appellant, before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against him as per provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 08.02.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner
 APPEAL CASE NO. 4089 OF 2016 

Sh. Sukhchain Singh S/o Sh. Ajit Singh,

Sanan Mohall, Ward No. 11, 

Fatehgarh Churian, Tehsil Batala,

Distt. Gurdaspur.

…Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Principal Secretary,

Local Govt., Punjab, 

Chandigarh.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Principal Secretary,

Local Govt., Punjab, 

Chandigarh.

...Respondent

PRESENT:
Sh. Sukhchain Singh, Appellant.


Sh. Ramninder Singh, S.A. O/o L.G.-3 & Sh. Baldev Singh, Clerk


O/o Nagar Council, Fatehgarh Churian on behalf of the PIO.

ORDER:


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 07.11.2017. 


The appellant states that complete information has not been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Ramninder Singh, Sr. Assistant O/o Local Govt.-3 appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that the statement of E.O. Nagar Council, Fatehgarh Churian is different from the Forest Officer, Gurdaspur and submit before the Commission. Copy of the same has already been sent to the appellant. 


Sh. Baldev Singh, Clerk O/o Nagar Council, Fatehgarh Churian appears and states that available information has already been supplied to the appellant. 


In view of the above, the Respondent - PIO is directed to appear personally and provide the remaining information to the appellant, before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against the PIO as per provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The matter to come up for further hearing now on 18.01.2018 at 11.30AM.  


Copies of the order be sent to the parties.  






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                 (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

20.12.2017


         State Information Commissioner
