STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

RED CROSS BHAWAN, MADHYA MARG, SECTOR – 16, 

(NEXT TO ROSE GARDEN), CHANDIGARH
Tel No. 0172-2864116, Fax No. 0172-2864125, 

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com; Email: scic@punjabmail.gov.in;  

COMPLAINT CASE NO.  1011 OF 2017

Sh. Parampal Singh S/o Kashmir Singh,
Village Isa Panj Garain, 

Tehsil Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur.

…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Food & Civil Supply Controller,

Ferozepur.

…Respondent

PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the Complainant. 


Sh. Mangalpreet Singh, Inspector on behalf of the PIO.

ORDER:


The Complainant sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 26.07.2017. He filed complaint in the Commission dated: 18.09.2017 under section 18 of the Right to Information Act, 2005. 


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 15.11.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The complainant is absent from today’s hearing without any intimation to the Commission. 


Sh. Mangalpreet Singh, Inspector O/o District Food & Civil Supply Controller, Ferozepur appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that available information in the official record has already been sent to the complainant vide memo no. Wand-2017/4801, dated: 29.08.2017, copy of the same is taken on record. 


After perusal of the record available in the case file, it is ascertained that the Respondent has already been supplied the available information to the complainant. 


In these circumstances, it is relevant to invite the attention of the Complainant to the judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India rendered on 12.12.2011 in Civil Appeal Nos. 10787-10788 of 2011 (arising out of SLP(C) No. 32768-32769/2010) - Chief Information Commissioner and another Vs. State of Manipur and another, in Para 31 whereof, it has been held that while entertaining a complaint case under Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005, 
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The Commissioners have no jurisdiction to pass an order providing for an access to the information. As such, since the complainant has approached the Commission under the provision of Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005, no directions for providing further information can be given by the Commission.


Since there is an alternative and efficacious remedy of first appeal available to the Complainant under section 19 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005, which has not been availed in the instant case and the First Appellate Authority has not had the occasion to review the decision of the PIO, as envisaged under the RTI Act by passing a detailed well reasoned speaking order. 


In case the complainant has any grouse about the provided information, he is advised to challenge the response of the PIO before the designated First Appellate Authority, as envisaged under Section 19(1) of the RTI Act, 2005, who will decide the matter in accordance with the provisions of the RTI Act within the prescribed time limit, after giving an opportunity of hearing to all concerned, by passing a speaking order.


If, however, the complainant does not feel satisfied with the decision of the First Appellate Authority, he will be at liberty to file a Second Appeal before the Commission under Section 19 (3) of the RTI Act, 2005.


In view of the observations noted above, instant complaint case is closed and disposed off. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties. 






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

COMPLAINT CASE NO.  1014 OF 2017

Sh. Jaspal Singh S/o Sh. Mahinder Singh,
New Bedi Colony, Phase-2, 

Backside Bhagat Singh Colony,

Ferozepur City-152002.


                   …Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Ferozepur.



                    …Respondent

PRESENT:
Sh. Jaspal Singh, Complainant.


Sh. Ashok Behl, Secretary -cum- APIO on behalf of PIO.

ORDER:


The Complainant sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 16.07.2017. He filed complaint in the Commission dated: 19.09.2017 under section 18 of the Right to Information Act, 2005. 


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 15.11.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The complainant appears and states that no information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Ashok Behl, Secretary -cum- APIO O/o District Red Cross Branch, Ferozepur appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that the sought information by the complainant is third party information and covered under section 8 (h) of the RTI Act, 2005 and reply of the RTI application of the complainant has already been sent to the complainant vide letter no. 974/D.R.C., dated: 28.08.2017 through registered post, copy of the same taken on record. 


In view of the above, the Respondent is directed to supply the available information to the complainant, before the next date of hearing. The Respondent - PIO is further directed to file his written submission regarding the delay in providing the information, failing which action would be initiated against him as per provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. 


The case is adjourned for 17.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner


COMPLAINT CASE NO.  1478 OF 2016

Sh. Chetan Sharma,

C/o Sh. Hari Om JIndal,

C-37, Kitchlu Nagar, Ludhiana.

…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Ludhiana Improvement Trust,

Ludhiana.

…Respondent
PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Rajeev Sabharwal, Jr. Asstt. on behalf of the Respondent - PIO.

ORDER:


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 14.09.2017. 


The complainant is absent without any intimation to the Commission from today’s hearing.

Sh. Rajeev Sabharwal, Jr. Asstt. appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that requisite information has already been supplied to the complainant. 


The perusal of the case reveals that respondent has delayed the information about twenty three months. 

In view of the above, a show cause notice under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act is issued to the Sh. H.S. Chahal, Executive Officer -cum- Public Information Officer O/o Improvement Trust, Ludhiana as to why penalty should not be imposed upon him for willful delay/denial in supplying the information to the RTI applicant.


The Respondent PIO is directed to file his written reply in response to the Show Cause Notice and appear personally on the next date fixed, otherwise it will be presumed that he/she has nothing to say and the Commission shall initiate ex-parte proceeding. A copy of this order be sent to the Sh. H.S. Chahal, Executive Officer -cum- Public Information Officer O/o Improvement Trust, Ludhiana with registered post.
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The case is adjourned for 17.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner


APPEAL CASE NO.  1904 OF 2017

Adv Jaswinder Singh,

S/o Sh. Hari Chand,

Chamber No. 29, Civil Court Complex,

Anandpur Sahib, District Ropar.

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Food & Civil Supply Controller,

Ropar.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Director,
Food & Civil Supply and Consumer Affairs, Punjab,

Anaz Bhawan, Sector-39-C,

Chandigarh. 

…Respondent

PRESENT:
Adv Jaswinder Singh, Appellant.


Sh. Satveer Singh, DFSC & Ms. Paramjit Kaur, D.F.S.O. 


on behalf of the Respondent - PIO.

ORDER


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 05.06.2017, 


The appellant states that no information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO till date.


Sh. Satveer Singh, District Food Supply Controller, Ropar appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and bring the original record related to the RTI application of the appellant, before the Commission. 


After going through the information, the appellant has demanded the attested photocopies of the requisite information from the respondent.   


In view of the above hearing, the Respondent - PIO is directed to appear personally and provide the attested photocopies of the same information (hiding the Aadhar No.) to the appellant, before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against the Respondent - PIO.


The case is adjourned for 17.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  1910 OF 2017

Ms. Jagjeet Kaur,
MIG 836, Punjab Housing Board Colony,

Jamalpur, Chandigarh Road, 

Ludhiana-141010.

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Assistant Food & Civil Supply Officer,

Sahnewal, District Ludhiana.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o District Food & Civil Supply Controller,

East Ludhiana.

…Respondent

PRESENT:
Adv Tejinder Singh is present on behalf of the Appellant.


None is present on behalf of the Respondent - PIO.

ORDER


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 27.09.2017, 


Adv Tejinder Singh appears on behalf of the appellant and states that no information has been provided to the appellant by the Respondent - PIO till date.


Neither the Respondent PIO nor his representative is present for today’s hearing.


In view of the above, the appellant is advised to visit the office of the Respondent on any working day and inspect the record and specify the exact information to the Respondent - PIO. The Respondent - PIO is directed to facilitate the appellant to inspect the record and provide the information to him, which can be given under the RTI Act, 2005 through Online/Website link, failing which action would be initiated against him as per provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. 


The case is adjourned for 17.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  1953 OF 2017

Sh. Vicky Bajaj S/o Sh. K.L. Bajaj,

# 51, Vikas Vihar, Phase-1,

Ferozepur City-152002.

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Food & Civil Supply Controller,

Ferozepur.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Director,
Food & Civil Supply and Consumer Affairs, Punjab,

Anaz Bhawan, Sector-39-C,

Chandigarh. 

…Respondent

PRESENT:
Sh. Vicky Bajaj, Appellant.


Sh. Mangal Preet Singh, Inspector on behalf of the PIO.

ORDER


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 27.09.2017. 


The appellant states that no information has been provided to him by the Respondent - PIO till date.


Sh. Mangal Preet Singh, Inspector O/o DFSC, Ferozepur appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that the appellant is neither visited the Respondent office for inspection the record nor he has specified the exact information to the Respondent - PIO.


Last opportunity is given to the appellant to visit the office of the Respondent on 05.12.2017 and point out the documents which is required to him. Respondent is directed to provide the copies of the documents to the appellant, which will be identified by him against the payment, if more than Fifty (50) pages, before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against the Respondent - PIO as per the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 17.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  1969 OF 2017

Sh. Bachan Singh
S/o Sh. Baaz Singh,

Village Macchiwara-104,

Tehsil & District Ferozepur.

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Forest Mandal Officer,

Ferozepur.

Public Information Officer,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Ferozepur.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Commissioner,

Ferozepur Mandal, Ferozepur.

…Respondents
PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the Appellant.


Sh. Jarnail Singh, DFO, Ferozepur on behalf of the PIO.

ORDER:

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 27.09.2017. 


The appellant has sent a letter in the Commission vide diary no. 26045, dated: 15.11.2017 and seeking an adjournment. 


Sh. Jarnail Singh, Divisional Forest Officer, Ferozepur appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and files an affidavit stating that the appellant has not worked in Hussianiwala Beat of Ferozepur Range as per record available in Division Office, Ferozepur. 


The Respondent PIO is directed to facilitate the appellant to inspect the office record during any working day and specify the information and give him certified copies of the same. He is also directed to supply the identified information to the appellant before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against him as per provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. 


The appellant is advised to avail the opportunity to visit the office of respondent during working hours, inspect the record and specify the exact information.



The case is adjourned for 17.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  2624 OF 2017

Sh. Sukhchain Singh S/o Sh. Ajit Singh,

Sanam Mohalla, Fatehgarh Churian, 

Tehsil Batala-143602

…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Food & Civil Supply Officer, 

Gurdaspur.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Director,

Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs, Punjab 

Anaz Bhawan, Sector-39-C,

Chandigarh-160038.

…Respondents
PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the Appellant.


Sh. Sandeep Kumar, Inspector on behalf of the Respondent - PIO.

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 10.07.2017. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 16.08.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 22.09.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 15.11.2017 to appear before the Commission.


The appellant is absent from today’s hearing without any intimation to the Commission. 


Sh. Sandeep Kumar, Inspector O/o D.F.S.O. Gurdaspur appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that the requisite information has already been sent to the appellant and copy of the same submitted before the Commission, which is taken on record.


In view of the above, the appellant is advised to point out the deficiency if any in written to the Respondent - PIO within 10 days and copy of the same to the Commission. The Respondent - PIO is directed to remove the same, before the next date of hearing. The Respondent - PIO is further directed to appear personally and file his written submission regarding the delay in providing the information, on the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against the Respondent - PIO as per the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 18.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO.  2642 OF 2017

Sh. Rajinder Kumar S/o Sh. Raj Kumar,

# W-18, Kairon Road, 

Mandi Harji Ram, Malout,

Distt. Shri Mukatsar Sahib.



…Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Food & Supply Controller,

Shri Mukatsar Sahib.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o District Food & Supply Controller,

Shri Mukatsar Sahib.


               …Respondents
PRESENT:
Sh. Sonu Kumar is present on behalf of the Appellant.


Sh. Gurtar Singh, AFSO and Sh. Pankaj Bhateja, Inspector 


on behalf of the Respondent - PIO.

ORDER:

The appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application dated: 21.04.2017. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority on dated: 24.05.2017 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on dated: 25.09.2017.


Notice of hearing has been issued to the parties for 15.11.2017 to appear before the Commission.


Sh. Sonu Kumar appears on behalf of the appellant and states that incomplete and unattested information has been provided to the appellant by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Gurtar Singh, A.F.S.O. appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and states that requisite information has already been sent to the appellant and attested information will be sent shortly.


In view of the above, the Respondent - PIO is directed to provide the complete information duly attested to the appellant, before the next date of hearing, failing which action would be initiated against the Respondent - PIO as per the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 18.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

APPEAL CASE NO. 3112 OF 2014
Sh. Balbir Aggarwal,

# 167-B, Industrial Area Estate,

Miller Ganj, Ludhiana-141003.

Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Commissioner, 

Municipal Corporation,

Ludhiana.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Commissioner, 

Municipal Corporation,

Ludhiana.

…Respondents
PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the Appellant.

Sh. Vijay Kumar, ATP -cum- PIO, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana. 
ORDER


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 27.09.2017. 


The appellant is absent from today’s hearing without any intimation to the Commission.

 
Sh. Vijay Kumar, ATP -cum- PIO O/o Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana appears and files a reply today in the Commission mentioning therein that enquiry has been completed with the conclusion that the delay was occurred at the time of previous PIO Ms. Monika Anand, accordingly report has been sent to the worthy Commissioner to pass the order to recover the amount from the erring official, copy of the same is taken on record.


In view of the above, Ms. Monika Anand, the then PIO and now posted at Municipal Corporation, Jalandhar as Municipal Town Planner is directed to appear personally and compliance the order dated: 27.04.2017. The Respondent - PIO (O/o Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana) is directed to provide the copy of this order by hand to the erring above said official, before the next date of hearing alongwith copy of the order dated: 27.04.2017.
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APPEAL CASE NO.  3112 OF 2014

The case is adjourned for 18.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner

COPY TO (REGD. POST):

Ms. Monika Anand,

Municipal Town Planner,

Municipal Corporation, 

Jalandhar.

COPY TO INTIMATION AND NECESSARY ACTION:

The Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation, 

Ludhiana.
The Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation, 

Jalandhar.
APPEAL CASE NO: 3223  OF 2016

Sh. Apar Singh Ghuman,

Village Khera Kothi, P.O: Panwan,

Via Garhdiwala, Tehsil:Dasuya,

Distt: Hoshiarpur.

…Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer (BDPO), 

Dasuya,

DIstt: Hoshiarpur.

First Appellate Authority

O/o District Development & Panchayat Officer (BDPO),

Hoshiarpur.

…Respondent

PRESENT:
None is present on behalf of the Appellant.


Sh. Vikramjit Singh, Panchayat Secretary on behalf of the PIO.

ORDER:


This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 27.09.2017.


The appellant is absent without intimation to the Commission from today’s hearing. 


Sh. Vikramjit Singh, Panchayat Secretary O/o B.D.P.O. Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) appears on behalf of the Respondent PIO and hand over the some documents regarding the RTI application of the appellant. He further states that he is not aware about the facts of the case because he has recently joined on this post. 

In view of the above, the Respondent - PIO is directed to appear personally and bring the original record relating to the RTI application of the appellant on the next date of hearing. The Respondent - PIO is further directed to file the reply in response to the Show Cause Notice issued to the PIO order dated: 10.04.2017, before the next date of hearing, failing which penalty provision would be initiated against the Respondent - PIO as per the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 29.11.2017 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.                





Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner
APPEAL CASE NO.  4003 OF 2016

Sh. Neeraj Joshi S/o Sh. Raj Kumar Joshi,

# N.G. - 20/1, Parbhat Nagar, 

Jalandhar. 






Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (E), 

Ladowali Road, Jalandhar. 

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Circular Education Officer,
Jalandhar Zone,

Jalandhar.

Respondent

PRESENT:
Adv Bikram Singh is present on behalf of the Appellant.


Sh. Hans Raj, B.P.E.O. (West-I) on behalf of the Respondent - PIO.

ORDER:

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated: 27.09.2017.


Adv Bikram Singh appears on behalf of the appellant and states that incomplete information has been provided to the appellant by the Respondent - PIO.


Sh. Hans Raj, B.P.E.O. (West-I) appears on behalf of the Respondent - PIO and hands over the remaining information to the representative of the appellant during the hearing. 


The Respondent - PIO is directed to appear personally and file a reply in response to the Show Cause Notice issued to the PIO in the shape of proper Affidavit vide order dated: 12.06.2017, on the next date of hearing, failing which penalty provision would be initiated against the Respondent - PIO as per the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


The case is adjourned for 18.01.2018 at 11:30 AM. 


Copies of the order are sent to the parties.






Sd/-

CHANDIGARH

                  (Prof.  Viney Kapoor Mehra)

15.11.2017


         State Information Commissioner
