STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Jatinder Kumar  (99146-05627),

S/o Sh. Dharam Pal,

New Abadi, Ward No.4, Dhariwal

Distt. Gurdaspur.
                                     



              
    Appellant 
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Nagar Council, Dhariwal

Distt. Gurdaspur

First Appellate Authority

O/o Deputy Director, (Urban)

Local Bodies, Amritsar.                                                                        

Respondents
APPEAL CASE NO.3887/2016

Present:
Sh. Jatinder Kumar  (99146-05627), Appellant in person.



None on behalf of the Respondents.
ORDER



The appellant had sought an information concerning the maintenance of the street lights in the town of Dhariwal and the allied information thereto vide his application dated 30.08.2016.    The respondents have failed to file a reply despite issue of notice by the Commission.  The Commission takes a serious note of the defiance and indifference of the respondents and direct them to provide the information to the appellant immediately and file an explanation to the Commission for having taken inordinate time in doing the same.


To come up on 27.04.2017 at 11.30 AM.
                                                                                                                    Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                            State Information Commissioner
PS: 
Sh. Baljit Singh, APIO – cum – Superintendent, Nagar Council, Dhariwal 
has come present after the hearing.  He has been apprised of the above 
order.  He assures to provide the requisite information to the appellant 
before the next date of hearing.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Jatinder Kumar  (99146-05627),

S/o Sh. Dharam Pal,

New Abadi, Ward No.4, Dhariwal

Distt. Gurdaspur.                                  



              
  Appellant 
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Nagar Council, Dhariwal

Distt. Gurdaspur

First Appellate Authority

O/o Deputy Director, (Urban)

Local Bodies, Amritsar.                                                                        

Respondents
APPEAL CASE NO.3888/2016

Present:
Sh. Jatinder Kumar  (99146-05627), Appellant in person.



None on behalf of the Respondents.
ORDER



The appellant had sought the details of the officials working in the Nagar Council, Dhariwal and allied information vide his application dated 06.06.2016.    The respondents have failed to file a reply despite issue of notice by the Commission.  The Commission takes a serious note of the defiance and indifference of the respondents and direct them to provide the information to the appellant immediately and file an explanation to the Commission for having taken inordinate time in doing the same.



To come up on 27.04.2017 at 11.30 AM.
                                                                                                                       Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                            State Information Commissioner
PS: 
Sh. Baljit Singh, APIO – cum – Superintendent, Nagar Council, Dhariwal 
has come present after the hearing.  He has been apprised of the above 
order.  He assures to provide the requisite information to the appellant 
before the next date of hearing.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Dilbag Singh

S/o Sh.Jagat Singh @ Jagat Ram,

R/o Village Dobhetta P.S. & Tehsil Nangal,

Distt. Roopnagar
                                 



              
Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o  Sub Divisional Magistrate,

Nangal

First Appellate Authority

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Roopnagar                                                                                          

Respondents
APPEAL CASE NO.3891/2016

Present:
Sh.Dilbag Singh, Appellant in person.



1. Sh. Sukhpal Singh, PIO – cum – Superintendent, O/o SDM, Nangal,


2. Sh. D.P.Pandey, Tehsildar, and


3. Sh. Keshwa Nand, Patwari – for Respondents.
ORDER



The appellant is seeking certified copies of a land acquisition award along with the compensation paid for the land which they propose to transfer in the name of BBMB Authorities on the basis of a communication from the latter authorities.  The appellant apprehends that the land which is in his possession as owner shall be usurped by the BBMB Authorities. 


The respondents have submitted a written reply a copy of which they have forwarded to the appellant as well.  The appellant may like to file rejoinder to the same.


The matter is posted for hearing on 27.04.2017 at 11.30 AM.
                                                                                                                   Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                            State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Nazar Singh

S/o Sh. JoginderSingh

Village Gobindgarh, P.O. Jugiana

Distt.Ludhiana

                                     



              
Appellant 
Versus
Public Information Officer,

O/o Spl.Secy., Rural Development & Panchayat, Deptt.

Sector-62, S.A.S Nagar.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Spl.Secy., Rural Development & Panchayat, Deptt.

Sector-62, S.A.S.Nagar                                                                      

Respondents
APPEAL CASE NO.3909/2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.


Smt. Preetmohinder Kaur, Sr. Assistant, O/o DRDP – for Respondents.

ORDER



The appellant is seeking an action on a complaint made by him against 
Sh. Jaswinder Singh, AEE and Sh. Gurmail Singh, Panchayat Secretary.  The respondent says that the matter is under investigation and as and when inquiry into the complaint is clinched he will be fully informed.


The information thus sought by him is not covered under the definition of ‘Information’ as enunciated under Section 2(f) of the RTI Act.  When the same does not exist at this juncture it is not possible for the respondents to provide it.  The Commission does not hold any authority to pass executive instructions to the respondents to take a prospective action.  The appeal as such is premature and the same is disposed.
                                                                                                                     Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Harvinder Singh, Advocate,

Village Gobindgarh, P.O. Jugiana


Distt. Ludhiana                   



              

Appellant 
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director, Rural Development & Panchayats,

 Sector-62, S.A.S. Nagar

First Appellate Authority

O/o Director, Rural Development & Panchayats,

 Vikas Bhawan,Sector-62, S.A.S. Nagar                                        


Respondents
APPEAL CASE NO.3912/2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.



Smt. Preetmohinder Kaur, Sr. Assistant, O/o DRDP – for Respondents.

ORDER



The appellant is seeking an action on a complaint made by him against 
former Sarpanch of village Gobindgarh, officials of Director, Rural Dev. & Panchayats and BDPO concerned.  The respondent says that the matter is under investigation and as and when inquiry into the complaint is clinched he will be fully informed.



The information thus sought by him is not covered under the definition of ‘Information’ as enunciated under Section 2(f) of the RTI Act.  When the same does not exist at this juncture it is not possible for the respondents to provide it.  The Commission does not hold any authority to pass executive instructions to the respondents to take a prospective action.  The appeal as such is premature and the same is disposed.
                                                                                                                 Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Bharat Bhushan (98724-21838),

S/o Sh. Hari Ram, 796/2, Gaushala Road, 

Chowk Gaughat, Ludhiana                                



              
   Appellant 
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer, Nagar Council,

Barnala.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Regional Deputy Director,

Mini Sectt. Room No.409, Patiala.                                                      

Respondents
APPEAL CASE NOs.3923 and 3925 of 2016

Present:
Sh. Bharat Bhushan (98724-21838), Appellant in person.



1. Sh. Sat Pal, Clerk, N.C., Barnala, and



2. Sh. Jatinder Kumar, JE, N.C., Barnala – for Respondents.
ORDER



Since the issues and the Parties in fray are same, a single order shall dispose of both the appeals.


The respondents submit that the information was sent to the appellant through registered post.  This fact has also been mentioned by the First Appellate Authority in his order dated 21.10.2016.  The appellant denies having received it.  The presumption is attached to the delivery of documents if dispatched under registered cover.  Nonetheless, the respondents have brought along the certified copies of the documents which have been handed over to the appellant on spot.


The second appeal is thus infructuous and hence disposed.
                                                                                                                Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Bharat Bhushan (98724-21838),

S/o Sh. Hari Ram, 796/2, Gaushala Road, 

Chowk Gaughat, Ludhiana                             



              
Appellant 
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer, Nagar Council,

Barnala.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Regional Deputy Director,

Mini Sectt. Room No.409, Patiala.                                                      

Respondents
APPEAL CASE NOs.3924, 3926 and 3927 of 2016

Present:
Sh. Bharat Bhushan (98724-21838), Appellant in person.



1. Sh. Sat Pal, Clerk, N.C., Barnala, and



2. Sh. Jatinder Kumar, JE, N.C., Barnala – for Respondents.
ORDER



The respondents request for an adjournment.  The request is acceded.  The matter shall be heard on 27.04.2017 at 11.30 AM.
                                                                                                             Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)

                                                                  State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Kuldeep Singh

Sohian Road, Rajgarh Colony,

Ward No.7, Sangrur

                                     



              Appellant 
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director, Public Instructions (S), Punjab,

Vidya Bhawan, PSEB Complex, Sector-62,

S.A.S.Nagar

First Appellate Authority

O/o Director, Public Instructions (S), Punjab,

Vidya Bhawan, PSEB Complex, Sector-62,

S.A.S.Nagar                                                                                                                      Respondents
APPEAL CASE NO.3436/2016

Present:
Sh. Kuldeep Singh, Appellant in person.



Sh. Parminder Singh, Sr. Assistant, O/o DPI (S) – for Respondents.
ORDER



The respondents have filed a written reply wherein they have taken a plea of 
‘ Personal Information ’.  The appellant intends to file a reply on the same.  He may like to do so before the next date of hearing.



To come up on 27.04.2017 at 11.30 AM.


                                                                                    Sd/-
15.02.2017






(Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. H.S.Hundal, Advocate, (98785-00082)

Chamber No.82, District Courts,

S.A.S. Nagar.







            Complainant
Versus
Public Information Officer,

O/o Babe Ke Educational Trust,

Village Daudhar, Distt. Moga.                                                                                          Respondent
COMPLAINT CASE NO.1045/2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.



Adv. Vikas Kuthiala, Counsel for the Respondent. 

ORDER



The complainant has withdrawn the complaint vide his written submission dated 15.02.2017 before the Commission.  The complaint is disposed accordingly.








                    Sd/-
15.02.2017





 
  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Parbodh Chander Bali,

16, Shiv Nagar, Batala Road, 

Amritsar -143001                                




                   Complainant
Versus
Public Information Officer,

O/o Fee Committee for the Private unaided Schools,

Punjab, R. No.23, Second Floor, Block-F, 

Vidya Bhawan, Phase VIII, SAS Nagar.                                                             

Respondent
COMPLAINT CASE NO:1036/2016

Present:
Sh.Parbodh Chander Bali, Complainant in person.



None on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER


It was observed in interim order earlier:



”None is present on behalf of the Parties.  A communication has been received from Justice Amar Duttt (retd.), Chairman Fee Committee wherein he says that as per Section 8(h) of the Right to Information Act, information cannot be provided.  He adds that the Committee has been set up by an order dated 09.04.2013 of the Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court in Civil Writ Petition No.20545 of 2009.  The scope, terms of reference and the fees to the members have been spelt out in the above order itself which is available at the official website of the Hon’ble Punjab & Haryana High Court.



Through an e.mail dated 17.08.2016 the complainant has contested the above contention of the respondent.  Simultaneously he seeks an exemption from personal appearance and requests for adjournment as he intends to join the proceedings in person on a later date.”


It was observed in a later order dated 28.12.2016 as follows:



“None was present on 08.11.2016.  The matter has been taken up today.  The status quo remains.



Mrs. Karan Jagdish Kaur, PIO and Sh. Varinder Madaan, APIO, PSEB have not been able to throw much light on the status of the case.  The complainant through an e.mail has contested the contention of the respondent claiming exemption.  The complainant has also rebutted the
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COMPLAINT CASE NO:1036/2016
plea taken by the respondents that the information sought is exempt under Section 8 (h) of the RTI Act.  It shall be prudent to reproduce Section 8 (h) of the Act:



8. Exemption from disclosure of information :---





Xx   xx  xx  xx



(h) information which would impede the process of investigation or apprehension or 

     prosecution of offenders.





XX xx xx  xx

The complainant is simply asking the terms and conditions of appointment with the remuneration being paid to the Committee inter alia other information relating to the appointment of staff and the structure of the Committee etc.  By no logic, Section 8 (h) of the Act can be invoked to withhold the information.  The Commission therefore directs the Superintendent of the Fee Committee, Punjab School Education Board, Mohali to bring along the file dealing with all the aspects asked for in the original application by the complainant on the next date of hearing failing which penal provisions shall be invoked.” 


The matter has been taken up today.  Despite the express observations of the Commission, the PIO has chosen to ignore the order.  This tantamounts to indifference and defiance.  The Commission shall like to underline that while inquiring into any matter the Commission is vested with the powers to summon and enforce the attendance of persons and compel them to give oral or written evidence on oath and to produce the documents or things. 


A final opportunity is afforded to the PIO failing which his presence along with the record shall be ensured by coercive measures as enshrined in the Act.



To come up on 06.04.2017 at 11.30 AM.









 Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner

CC: 
The Superintendent,


Fee Committee for the Private  Unaided Schools,


Punjab School Education Board, Mohali           --            for immediate necessary action.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630071, FAX No. 0172-4630888, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. H.S.Hundal, Advocate, (98785-00082)

Chamber No.82, District Courts,

S.A.S. Nagar.
                                     





 Complainant
Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Senior  Supdt. of Police,

Moga.- 142001

Public Information Officer,

O/o Senior Superintendent of Police,

SAS Nagar (Mohali).                                                                                   

Respondent
COMPLAINT CASE NO.1009/2016

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.



Inspector Satnam Singh,  NRI Wing, Phase 7, Mohali for Respondent.
ORDER




A communication from the complainant requesting to dispose of the case has been received.  He is satisfied with the information provided to him.



Disposed.


         


                                       Sd/-
15.02.2017






  (Yashvir Mahajan)








State Information Commissioner
