 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Vikram Singla, Advocate,

Chamber No.90, District Courts,

Mansa.

……………………………Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o District Transport Officer,

Mansa

…………………………..Respondent

Complaint No. 498 of 2014
Present
(i) Sh. Varun Garg on behalf of the Complainant 

(ii) Sh. Gurcharan Singh, DTO on  behalf of the respondent.
ORDER


Heard
2.
Vide RTI application dated 04.12.2013- addressed to the PIO, o/o DTO, Mansa, Sh. Vikram Singla, Advocate has sought information on two points.

3.
The present complaint has been filed with the Commission, received in its office on 31.01.2014.

4.
Sh. Varun Garg, Counsel for the Complainant states that no information has been given to the Complainant till now. During the last hearing, respondent was absent. Today, Sh. Gurcharan Singh, DTO is personally present and states that the record has already been sent to Sh. Aatim Gupta, Incharge Smart Chip for scanning. It is observed that the Complainant has filed his RTI application on 04.12.2013, but no information has been given to him so far, which shows that the respondent has no regard for the orders issued by the Commission. Respondent is directed to collect the information from the concerned and deliver it to the Complainant under intimation to the Commission. Respondent may note 
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that this is the last opportunity given to him to provide complete information to the Complainant failing which action under Section 20 (i) of the RTI Act 2005 will be initiated.
5.
Adjourned to 08.07.2015 (at 11.00 AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



        
  State Information Commissioner


Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Amit Kumar,

S/o Sh. Ashok Kumar,

Kucha Khuda Baksh,

Basti Balocha wali,

Ferozepur.

                                                                                                                                          --------Appellant                                      




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o State Transport Commission,

Jeevan Deep Building, Sector:17,

Chandigarh.

First appellate Authority,

O/o State Transport Commission,

Jeevan Deep Building, Sector:17,

Chandigarh.


                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Appeal Case No. 2939 of 2014

Present :
(i) Sh. Amit Kumar, the appellant

(ii) Sh. Gurpal Singh, APIO on behalf of the respondent

ORDER
Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 14.06.2014, addressed to the PIO, STC, Punjab, Sh. Amit Kumar has sought the information.

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab.

4.
During the last hearing, respondent was directed to collect the information from concerned districts and provide it to the Appellant. But today, appellant states that no information has been given to him. Respondent may note that this is the last opportunity given to him to provide the complete information to the appellant before the next date of hearing failing which action under Section 20 (i) of the RTI Act 2005 will be initiated. 
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5.
Adjourned to 16.06.2015 (at 11.00 AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



               State Information Commissioner


Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Rajinder Singh, S/o Gurbaksh Singh,

r/o Pakka Kalan, Tehsil Talwandi Saboo,

District Bathinda

……………………………Appellant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

O/o District Transport Officer,

Bathinda

First Appellate Authority

O/o State Commissioner, Punjab,

Chandigarh 
Public Information Officer

O/o Regional Transport Authority, Bathinda
…………………………..Respondent

Appeal No. 2088 of 2014

Present
(i) Sh. Rajinder Singh, the appellant



(ii) None is present on behalf of the Respondent 

ORDER


Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 21.11.2013- addressed to the PIO, O/o DTO, Bathinda, Sh. Rajinder Singh has sought the information.

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab.

4.
Appellant states that he has not received any information from PIO, O/o RTA, Bathinda. During the last hearing, DTO, Bathinda was personally present and stated that some information was to be provided by PIO, O/o RTA Bathinda, therefore, PIO, O/o RTA Bathinda was impleaded as respondent no. 2. Today, neither the PIO, O/o RTA Bathinda nor his representative is present to attend the hearing.  In the interest of justice, one more opportunity is granted to PIO, O/o RTA Bathinda to appear before the Commission. 
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5.
Adjourned to 16.06.2015 (at 11.00 AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties through registered post.


Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



         
 State Information Commissioner


Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Lokesh Kumar,

S/o Sh. Pyare Lal,

C/o Gupta Ferilizer,

Railway Road, Kurali.

                                                                                                                                          --------Complainant                                        




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o  Executive Officer,

Municipal Council,

Kurali, Distt:Mohali.

                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Complaint  Case No. 3119 of  2014

Present
(i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Girish Verma, EO, the respondent 

ORDER

Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 19.09.2014- addressed to the PIO, Sh. Lokesh Kumar has sought the information.

3.
The present complaint has been filed with the Commission, received in its office on 10.11.2014.

4.
Respondent states that the sought for information has already been given to the Complainant. Complainant is absent. He has informed on telephone that he has received the information.
5.
In view of the foregoing, no cause of action is required, the case is therefore disposed of and closed. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)

                                                                  State Information Commissioner
Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Subhash Chander, Prop.

M/S Combined Brothers, Chowk Iqbal Ganj,

Ludhiana.

                                                                                                                                          --------Appellant                                         




            Vs.
Public Information Officer,

O/o  Sub Divisional Magistrate (East),

Ludhiana.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Additional Deputy Commissioner,

Ludhiana.


                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Appeal Case No. 1161 of 2014
Present: 
(i) Sh. Subhash Chander, the Appellant

(ii) Sh. Mandeep Dhillon, Tehildar the Respondent

ORDER


Heard
2.
Vide RTI application dated 08.03.2013, addressed to the PIO, Sh. Subhash Chander has sought the information. 

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab on 10.03.2014.

4.
During the last hearing, Tehsildar was directed to bring the original register vide Vasika no. 1482 of January 1992. Today, Sh. Mandeep Dhillon, Tehsildar is personally present and states that due to rain water their record was destroyed, therefore, the record is not in a condition to bring it in Commission office. He has also filed an affidavit in this regard. Original affidavit is handed over to the appellant. Copy of the same is taken on record. Respondent further states that they have hired a company to scan the record. Therefore, appellant is advised to file fresh file after 7-8 months with the concerned department.
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5.
In view of the foregoing, no further cause of action is required, the appeal is therefore disposed of and closed. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
                                                                    (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



          State Information Commissioner


Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Tejinder Singh,

S/o Late Sh. Gurdev Singh,

597, Laxmi Bai Nagar, New Delhi.

                                                                                                                                          --------Complainant                                      




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Roopnagar.


                                                                                                                             -------Respondent

Complaint No. 2657 of 2014
Present
(i) None is present on behalf of the complainant 

(ii) Sh. Rupinder Singh Bal, Tehsildar Ropar the respondent
ORDER
Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 25.04.2013- addressed to the PIO, O/o DC, Roopnagar, Sh.Tejinder Singh has sought information.

3.
The present complaint had been filed with the Commission, received in its office on 18.09.2014.
4.
During the first hearing i.e. 16.12.2014, Sh. Joginder Singh stated that the information is to be provided by Tehsidlar, Chamkaur Sahib. During the last hearing, Sh. Kirpal Singh, Assistant Office Kanugo, O/o Tehsil Chamkaur Sahib was present and stated that this information was lying with the  Special Kanugo, Sh. Joginder Singh, Ropar. Accordingly, Sh. Joginder Singh, was directed to personally present on the next date. Today, Sh. Joginder Singh is absent and  Sh. Rupinder Singh Bal, Tehsildar is personally present and states that this information is to be provided by PIO, O/o Deputy Commissioner, Ropar. To clarify the matter, PIO, O/o DC, Ropar,  Sh. Rupinder Singh Bal, Tehsildar Ropar, Sh. Joginder Singh, Spl Kanugo, Ropar, Sh. Kirpal Singh, Assistant Office Kanugo, Chamkaur Sahib, all are directed to personally present on the next date of hearing failing which action under Section 20 (i) of the RTI Act 2005 will be initiated. 
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5.
Complainant is absent. The Complainant was not present even on the last date of hearing. It is made clear that in case the Complainant does not appear on the next date of hearing , appropriate order in his absence shall be passed. 

6.
Adjourned to 16.06.2015 (at 11.00 AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)



         

 State Information Commissioner


Dated: 13th May, 2015

Through registered post
CC: 
(i) Sh. Rupinder Singh Bal, Tehsildar Ropar


(ii) Sh. Joginder Singh, Spl. Kanugo, Ropar


(iii) Sh. Kirpal Singh, Assistant Office Kanugo, Chamkaur Sahib

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Parbodh Chander Bali,

16-Shiv Nagar, Batala Road,

Amritsar - 143001

                                                                                                                                          --------Appellant                                      




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o  Secretary Local Bodies, 

Govt. of Punjab, Civil Secretariat, 

Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority

O/o  Secretary Local Bodies, 

Govt. of Punjab, Civil Secretariat, 

Chandigarh


                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Appeal  No. 2337  of 2014

Present : 
(i) None is present on behalf of the Appellant. 



(ii) Smt. Parveen Rani, Sr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent

ORDER

Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 11.05.2014-addressed to the PIO, Sh. Parbodh Chander Bali, has sought the information.

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab.
4.
Appellant is absent. He has sent a letter dated 11.05.15 stating that he has not received any information till now. During the hearing dated 30.12.2014, a show cause notice was issued to the PIO, O/o Secretary Local Bodies. It is observed that the respondent-PIO has neither filed an affidavit nor he has attended any hearings, which shows that he has no regard for the orders issued by the Commission. Last opportunity is given to the respondent-PIO to file an affidavit in response to the show cause notice. Smt. Parveen Rani, Sr. Assistant is appearing on behalf of the respondent and states that the information pertaining to nine corporations are pending.  Respondent is directed to provide 

Contd….P-2

-2-

complete information to the appellant before the next date of hearing. Smt. Parveen Rani, Sr. Assistant may note that this is the last opportunity given to her to provide the information to the appellant.

5.
Adjourned to 16.06.2015 (at 11.00 AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)

                                                                  State Information Commissioner
Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Parbodh Chander bali,

16-Shiv Nagar, Batala Road,

Amritsar - 143001

                                                                                                                                          --------Appellant                                    




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director State Transport, Punjab

Jeewandeep Building, Sector 17,

Chandigarh 

First Appellate Authority

O/o Director State Transport, Punjab

Jeewandeep Building, Sector 17,

Chandigarh 

Public Information Officer,

O/o Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar

                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Appeal Case No.2514  of 2014]
Present: 
(i) None is present on behalf of the Appellant.



(ii) Sh. Labh Singh, Assistant Engg., on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 01.06.2014- addressed to the PIO, Sh. Parbodh Chander Bali has sought the information.

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab on 11.08.2014.
4.
Respondent states that no deficiencies has been pointed out by the Appellant till now. Appellant has sent a letter in the Commission in which he had pointed out deficiencies. Letter of the appellant is handed over to the respondent today in the Commission. Respondent is directed to ensure that the deficiencies in the information are made good before the next date of hearing. Sh. Labh Singh- the respondent further states that some information is related to PIO, O/o Municipal Corporation, Amritsar. 
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5.
Since, the information is to be provided by the PIO, O/o Municipal Corporation, Amritsar. I, therefore, order that PIO, O/o Municipal Corporation, Amritsar be impleaded as Respondent No.2. I further direct that PIO, O/o Municipal Corporation, Amritsar should supply the information to the Appellant before the next date of hearing.
6.
Adjourned to 16.06.2015 (at 11.00 AM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)

                                                                  State Information Commissioner
Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Smt. Kiran Devi,

Do Late Sh. Jagan Nath,

R/o H.No.21328, Gali No.1,

(Dr. Naroyan wali gali),

Power House Road, Bathinda.

--------Appellant

                                                                                            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Civil Surgeon,

Bathinda.

First Appellate Authority

O/o Civil Surgeon,

Bathinda.


                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Appeal Case No.  308 of 2015
Present: 
(i) Sh. Ashok Kumar, on behalf of the Appellant



(ii) Sh. Tirath Ram, Steno on behalf of the respondent

ORDER


Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 02.11.2014-addressed to the PIO, O/o Civil Surgeon, Bathinda, Smt. Kiran Devi has sought the information.

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab.

4.
During the last hearing, Civil Surgeon, Bathinda was directed to investigate all the matter from Dr. Sneh Lata and submit its report in the commission. Today, Sh. Tirath Ram, Steno is present and has submitted the report. Copy of the same is handed over to the Appellant.
5.
Since, the complete information has been given to the appellant, no further cause of action is required, the appeal is therefore disposed of and closed. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)

                                                                  State Information Commissioner
Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Ashok Kumar,

s/o Late Sh. Prahlad Kumar

c/o Ch. Surja Ram Cotton Ginning Factory,

Kairon Road, Ward no. 18, Malout - 152107

                                                                                                                                          --------Appellant                             




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Punjab State Information Commission,

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority

O/o Punjab State Information Commission,

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh


                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Appeal Case No. 2897 of 2014

Present
(i) Sh. Ashok Kumar,  the appellant

(ii) Sh. Romesh Kumar, PIO the Respondent, Sh. K.L.Jhamb, PS/ Secretary and Smt. Meena, Receptionist 

ORDER
Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 19.06.2014- addressed to the PIO, O/o PSIC, Punjab- Sh. Ashok Kumar has sought the information.

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab on 22.09.2014.

4.
During the last hearing Smt. Meena, Receptionist and Private Secy./Reader of former SIC, Madam Jaspal Kaur was directed to file their reply. Sh. M.D.Sharma, Reader of former SIC Madam Jaspal Kaur and Smt. Meena, Receptionist  has filed their reply. Original affidavit and reply is handed over to the appellant today in the Commission. Copy of the same is taken on record.

5.
Since, the information stands provided to the appellant. The appeal is, therefore, disposed of and closed. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 


Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)

                                                                  State Information Commissioner
Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

www. infocommpunjab.com, Ph: 0172-4630054 

Sh. Karan Deep Singh,

President, People for Literacy (regd.),

7 Indira Market Gill Road, Ludhiana

                                                                                                                                          --------Appellant                                       




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana

First Appellate Authority

O/o Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana

The Public Information Officer,

O/o The Director Local Government, Punjab

Jeevan Deep Building, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh


                                                                                                                             -------Respondent

Appeal Case No.  532 of 2013
Present: 
Sh. Karandeep Singh, the appellant



Sh. Harpreet Singh Ghai, ATP on behalf of the respondent

ORDER

Heard

2.
Vide RTI application dated 17.11.2012- addressed to the PIO, Sh. Karandeep Singh has sought the information.

3.
Aggrieved, the information seeker filed an appeal before the departmental authority. However, still aggrieved, he has now come to the State Information Commission Punjab.

4.
The brief of the above-said appeal is that the appeal no. 532 of 2013 is firstly allotted to the bench of Sh. Narinderjit Singh, former SIC. From, Sh. Narinderjit Singh the same was transferred to the bench of Hon’ble former Chief Information Commissioner, Sh. Ramesh Inder Singh. After superannuation of Hon’ble Chief Information Commissioner, the appeal was transferred to this bench.
5.
Sh. Harpreet Singh Ghai, was issued a show cause notice vide order dated 28.04.2014 in the Court of former Hon’ble CIC, Sh. Ramesh Inder Singh, for not providing the information to the appellant, which is as under:- 

“Absence of the respondent without any intimation and failure to place on record any written sub mission only implies that delay in furnishing of the information is willful. I, therefore, deem it appropriate to issue a notice to Shri Harpreet Singh 
Ghai, PIO-cum-Assistant Town Planner to show cause why penalty under Section 20 of the RTI Act should not be imposed on him. His written explanation may be filed before the next date of hearing when he may also avail the opportunity of personally hearing.”
6.
During the hearing dated 21.05.2014, again last opportunity was granted by Sh. Ramesh Inder Singh, former CIC to Harpreet Singh Ghai, but neither the information has been given to the appellant nor Mr. Ghai has filed his affidavit in response to the show cause notice. After superannuation of former CIC, the appeal was transferred to this bench.
7.
First hearing was held by this bench on 13.11.2014. From the letter submitted by the Assistant Municipal Town Planner, Head Office,  Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana dated 28.10.2013, it is clear that Sh. Harpreet Singh Ghai, ATP was the PIO , when the RTI was filed by the Appellant. On 13.11.2014, respondent had sought some more time to provide the information to the appellant. On 10.02.2015, Sh. Harpreet Singh Ghai was again directed to show cause by this bench. But no information has been given to the appellant till now. Today, Sh. Harpreet Singh Ghai is present and submitted his reply stating that he was transferred to MC Moga in August 2014. 
 
8.
I have gone through the file and found that Sh. Harpreet Singh Ghai, was PIO at the time RTI filed by the appellant. I have also looked into all the facts and circumstances of the case. I am of the considered view that instead of penalizing the PIO, it would be in the fitness of thing that public authority be ordered to compensate the Appellant on account of expenditure incurred by him in attending hearings in the Commission.

9.
In the facts and circumstances of the case, I award a sum of Rs.10,000/-(Rupees Ten Thousand Only) to the Appellant as compensation for attending  hearings in the Commission. The compensation shall be paid by the Public Authority i.e. office of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana within 15 days from the receipt of this order under intimation to the Commission. 

10.
Adjourned to 18.06.2014 (at 11.00 AM) for confirmation and compliance. Copies of the order be sent to the parties through registered post.

Sd/-
(Harinder Pal Singh Mann)

                                                                  State Information Commissioner
Dated: 13th May, 2015

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector-17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Satnam Singh,

S/o S.Khushhal Singh,

Kothi No.641, Phase-1, 

Mohali.

                                                                                                                                          --------Complainant                                 




            Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Municipal Council,

Kharar


                                                                                                                              -------Respondent

Complaint Case No.  2520 of 2014

ORDER
The judgment in this case was reserved on 12.02.2015.

2.
The brief of the case is that the Complainant filed his RTI application dated 08.05.2013 to the Respondent – PIO, O/o Executive Officer, Municipal Council, Kharar. His second appeal with the Commission is dated 05.09.2014 and the case was fixed for hearing on 19.11.2014.
3.
During the hearing held on 19.11.2014, Respondent was absent and the Complainant stated that no information had been given to him. Therefore, last opportunity was granted to the respondent to provide complete information to the Complainant.  Accordingly, the case was adjourned to 11.12.2014. During the hearing held on 11.12.2014, Complainant stated that he had received the information except point no. 4 & 5. However, the next hearing was fixed for 30.12.2014. On that day respondent stated that complete information had been given to the Complainant. Complainant stated that he wanted the copy of action taken on his complaint given to the SDM and Deputy Director. On 12.02.2015 orders were reserved.

4.
I have carefully considered the submissions of the parties and material available in the case file and I found that the complete information has been given to the Complainant. 
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5.
In view of the foregoing, I do not find any willful or deliberate remissness on the part of the PIO/concerned officials in dealing with the information request made by the Complainant. 
6.
For the above reasons the instant complaint is devoid of merit and is disposed of. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 


Sd/-

 (Harinder Pal Singh Mann)
Dated:13.05.2015



         State Information Commissioner

