STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele : 0172-4630062, FAX : 0172-4630888





Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Sukhwinder Singh

S/o Sh. Darshan Singh, 

R/o Village Ratta Kherra, 

Tehsil Lehra, Distt. Sangrur.




         

…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer 

O/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer, 

Lehragaga, 

Tehsil Lehragaga








… Respondent
Remanded to :
First Appellate Authority 

District Development and Panchayat Officer,
Sangrur.
COMPLAINT CASE NO.1680/2013
Present: 
Sh.Sukhwinder Singh, Complainant in person (95014-48420)



None on behalf of Respondent. 

ORDER

RTI Application filed on 


:

7.3.2013 

PIO Replied




:

Nil
First Appeal Filed



:

Nil

Complaint/ Second Appeal Received 
:

 29.4.2013
in State Information Commission  on

Information Sought 


:


Regarding expenses by Gram Panchayat of Village Ratta Kherra 
Grounds for Complaint/Appeal

:

No information was supplied
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COMPLAINT CASE NO.1680/2013

Relevant Facts Emerging during 
:


Hearing 


The Respondent has stated that Rs.500/- were required to be deposited as fee for preparing the photocopies of the information sought by the RTI Applicant. However, this information regarding depositing of fee was sent to the Complainant after expiry of the mandatory 10 days as per the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. The demand for this fee is waived off. 
The perusal of the file shows that the Complainant has not availed the provision of filing the First Appeal before First Appellate Authority i.e. District Development and Panchayat Officer, Sangrur. The parties are directed to appear before District Development and Panchayat Officer, Sangrur on 14.8.2013 at 11.00 AM. and the DDPO, Sangrur will ensure that the requisite information be provided within one month after the receipt of this order. 

DECISION :


 The case is, therefore, closed and disposed off.


 Announced in open Court, The copies of order be sent to the parties. 











Sd/-






   

 
 (Satinder Pal Singh)

July 11, 2013.



     

 State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele : 0172-4630062, FAX : 0172-4630888





Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Bishan Nath, (Retd. Junior Assistant) 

R/o Ward No.7, Nagar Council, Payal 

District Ludhiana 







…Complainant  

Versus

Public Information Officer 

O/o E.O. Nagar Council

Payal, District Ludhiana 






… Respondent
Remanded to 

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Nagar Council, Payal, 
District Ludhiana.

COMPLAINT CASE NO. 3486 /2012

Present :
None on behalf of the Complainant 

1. Sh. Kirandeep Singh, Inspector (9780039605) &

2. Sh. Daljeet Singh, Senior Assistant  (94173-01018)

3. Sh. Mohan Singh, Junior Assistant on behalf of Respondent. 

ORDER

RTI Application filed on 


:

14.9.2012 

PIO Replied




:

12.10.2012
First Appeal Filed



:

Nil

Complaint/ Second Appeal Received 
:

 6.11.2012
in State Information Commission  on

Information Sought 


:


On five points regarding issue of cheque for Rs.50,000/- on 30.7.2012. 
Grounds for Complaint/Appeal

:

No information was supplied
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COMPLAINT CASE NO. 3486 /2012


Relevant Facts Emerging during 
:

Hearing 


The Complainant is absent today but he has intimated in writing that he has received his retirement dues from the Nagar Council, Payal on 19.6.2013 but he has not received the information which he was seeking. He has sought adjournment. However, the Respondents have stated that the requisite information has already been supplied to him. On 1.4.2013 penalty of Rs.5,000/- and Compensation of Rs.5,000/- was imposed on the PIO and Nagar Council Office respectively. Today the Respondents have brought the copy of the Challan vide which Rs.5,000/- was deposited in the Treasury and also the photocopy of the Demand Draft made out in the name of the Complainant which was sent to him by post and the same has been received by him, because it has been encashed by the Complainant, as per record of the bank. In my opinion the needful has been done -– however, in case the complainant is not satisfied with some information which has already been supplied to him, he may appear on 14.8.2013 at 11.00 AM. before PIO O/o Nagar Council, Payal, Ludhiana. 
DECISION :


 The case is, therefore, closed and disposed off.


 Announced in open Court, The copies of order be sent to the parties. 











Sd/-






   

 
 (Satinder Pal Singh)

July 11, 2013.



     

 State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele : 0172-4630062, FAX : 0172-4630888





Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Baldev Singh

S/o Sh. Banta Singh

Village – Ghanras, Tehsil Payal,

District Ludhiana. 






           …Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer 

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer (BDPO)

Doraha, Distt. Ludhiana. 
                                                                  … Respondent
COMPLAINT CASE NO. 1688 /2013

Present :
Sh. Baldev Singh, Complainant in person (94655-42446)

Sh. Kamal Bharti, Panchayat Secretary, (98722-04803) on behalf of Respondent
 ORDER
RTI Application filed on 


:

18.3.2013 

PIO Replied




:

Nil
First Appeal Filed



:

Nil

Complaint/ Second Appeal Received 
:

 30.4.2013
in State Information Commission  on

Information Sought 


:


Regarding record of Gram Panchayat of Village Ghanras for the year 2003 to January 2013. 

Grounds for Complaint/Appeal

:

No information was supplied
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COMPLAINT CASE NO. 1688 /2013

Relevant Facts Emerging during 
:


Hearing 


The Respondents have brought approximately 950 pages of information alongwith photocopy of the map- drawing. All these have been handed over to the Complainant before this Commission. He is directed to go through the complete copies of the record handed over to him. In case he finds any deficiency in the information, he may appear before the District Development and Panchayat Officer, Ludhiana on 14.8.2013 at 11.00 AM. 
DECISION :


 The case is, therefore, closed and disposed off.


 Announced in open Court, The copies of order be sent to the parties. 











Sd/-







   

 
 (Satinder Pal Singh)

July 11, 2013.



     

 State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele No. 0172-4630062, Fax 0172-4630888





Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Prem Kumar Rattan

House No. 78/8, Park Road, New Mandi,

Dhuri, Distt. Sangrur.






           …Appellant

Versus

1. Public Information Officer 

O/o Financial Commissioner (Cooperation) Punjab

Punjab Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh

2. First Appellate Authority

O/o Financial Commissioner (Cooperation) Punjab

Punjab Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh.



      … Respondent
APPEAL CASE NO. 1071/2013

Present:
Sh. Sham Lal Singla, (99141-33001) on behalf of Appellant 



Sh. Kulwant Singh, Superintendent (98728-11244) and 



Smt. Suman Bala, Senior Assistant (98143-00640)

RTI Application filed on 


:

10.12.2012 

PIO Replied




:

Nil
First Appeal Filed



:

12.2.2013
Second Appeal Received 

:

 26.4.2013
in State Information Commission  on

Information Sought 


:


Copy of noting portion of C.O.C. filed in the Punjab and Haryana High Court for removal from service.  

Grounds for Complaint/Appeal

:

No information was supplied
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APPEAL CASE NO. 1071/2013

Relevant Facts Emerging during 
:


Hearing 
On behalf of the Appellant Sh. Sham Lal Singla is present with the Authority Letter. 

On the last date of hearing the Respondent had pointed out that the Appellant is not Indian Citizen and has acquired Canadian Citizenship and therefore he is not entitled to Information which he is seeking under Right to Information Act, 2005. The onus is on the Appellant to prove that he is Indian Citizen and not Canadian Citizen. Sh. Sham Lal Singla who is representing the Appellant today has pointed out the definition of the “citizen” as per the Oxford Dictionary, which I quote “ person lives in a town and not in the country,  person who has full rights in a State either by birth or by gaining such rights; immigrants who have become citizen of United States, British Subject ; of the Cosmopolitan person who have rights and duties of a ~~” . He has also averred that there is no bar on the NRIs as per the RTI Act, 2005 in seeking information under the said Act. However, a perusal of the RTI Act, 2005 shows that as per provision of Section -3, the word mentioned is “All citizens shall have the Right to Information”. The word of ‘citizen’ here obviously means the ‘Indian Citizen’, not the ‘World Citizen’.  The Right to Information Bill having been passed by both the Houses of Parliament of India received the assent of the President of India on 15 June 2005. It came on the Statute Book as THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005.  As per the documents submitted by the Respondents there is a letter dated 13.5.2008 from Barristers & Solicitors Matayau Mathew Moyal, Toronto has said as under: 
“Our record shows that the applicant was granted Canadian Citizenship on August 26, 1999. According to Indian Citizenship laws, he would have ceased to be a citizen of India when he was naturalized in Canada. The Indian Passport provided with this application is not acceptable proof of his current status in India as it is was issued prior to his acquiring Canadian Citizenship. The applicant will have to provide us with a document issued by the Indian Authority, confirming that he is or will become a citizen of India.”
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APPEAL CASE NO. 1071/2013

Also   as per Section 9 (1) of Termination of Citizenship as mentioned in the Indian Citizen Act, 1955, --- “(1) Any citizen of Indian who by naturalization, registration otherwise voluntarily acquires, or has at any time between the 26th January, 1950 and the commencement of this Act, voluntarily acquired the citizenship of another country shall, upon such acquisition or, as the case may be, such commencement cease to be citizen of India.” 
Since the Appellant has failed to prove that he has re-acquired Indian citizenship as on today, he is not entitled to RTI information as per the Right to Information Act, 2005. The Appeal case is closed. 
DECISION :


 The case is, therefore, closed and disposed off.


 Announced in open Court, The copies of order be sent to the parties. 











Sd/-







   

 
 (Satinder Pal Singh)

July 11, 2013.



     

 State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Tele : 0172-4630062, Fax : 0172-4630888





Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Nika Singh

S/o Sh. Hameer Singh,

R/o Village Hasanpur,

Tehsil Dhuri, Distt. Sangrur 





  …Complainant






Versus
Public Information officer

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer (BDPO)

Dhuri, Distt. Sangrur.                                                 


… Respondent
COMPLAINT CASE NO. 1731 /2013
Present:
Sh.S.N. Bhanot (98888-18011) on behalf of Complainant


None on behalf of Respondent. 

ORDER 

The Respondent is absent today without any intimation to the Commission. The Complainant has pointed out certain deficiencies in the information which was provided earlier to the Complainant by the Respondent. However, the Respondent is absent today. 

In view of the above, PIO Block Development & Panchayat Officer (BDPO) Dhuri, Distt. Sangrur will show cause under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act, as to why penalty upto  Rs.25,000/- be not imposed upon him for willful delay/ denial of the information to the RTI applicant and why the compensation upto Rs.25,000/- @ Rs.250/- per day be not awarded to the Complainant under the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 under Section 19 (8) (b) for the detriment suffered.  
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COMPLAINT CASE NO. 1731/2013


In addition to his submission, the PIO is also hereby given an opportunity, thereto, for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty/ compensation on the next date of hearing.


He may note that in case he does not file his submission and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the next date fixed, it will be  presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him ex-parte. 


He shall remain present in the commission on the next date of hearing.

To come up on 8.8.2013 at 10.30 AM. 











Sd/-







   

 
 (Satinder Pal Singh)

July 11, 2013.



     

 State Information Commissioner
