STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Ram Kishan,

V&PO Sabuana,

Tehsil & District: Fazilka.






…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer

o/o Registrar, Cooperative Societies,

Punjab, Sector-17 Chandigarh.





…Respondent

Complaint  Case No.  4178 of 2013   

Order

Present: 
Shri Surinder Kumar, on behalf of the  complainant.
Shri Varinder Kumar, Senior Assistant and Shri Sukhdev Kumar, Senior Assistant, office of Registrar Cooperative Societies, Punjab, Chandigarh, on behalf of the respondent. 


Vide RTI application dated 21.10.2013 addressed to the respondent, Shri Ram Krishan sought various information/documents with regard to an inquiry conducted by Deputy Registrar and Joint Registrar.

2.

Failing to get satisfactory information within 30 days as mandated under Section 7(1) of the RTI Act, 2005, Shri  Ram Krishan filed a complaint dated 03.12.2013 with the Commission,  which was received in it on 05.12.2013 and finding sufficient reasons to inquire into the matter in terms of Section 18(1)(b) of the RTI Act, 2005, notice of hearing was issued to both the parties for  25.02.2014.
3.

On 25.02.2014, the respondent stated  that requisite information had been provided to the complainant. The complainant stated that some information had been received but action taken report on the inquiry report had not been provided to him so far. 
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4.

The respondent stated  that the complainant might  visit their office and if the requisite information was  available in their record, that would be supplied to him 
there and then. Accordingly, the complainant visits the office of the respondent but no further information was  provided to him. Therefore, the respondent-PIO was  directed to supply the remaining information to the complainant before the next date of hearing i.e. today.
5.

Today, the complainant reiterates that Action Taken Report on the Inquiry Report in the matter has not been supplied to him as yet. The respondent states that action on the inquiry report has not been completed. Accordingly, Shri Manjit Singh, Deputy Registrar-cum-PIO, is directed to submit the status report in the matter through a duly sworn affidavit personally on the next date of hearing. 

 

6.

Adjourned to  24.06.2014  at 2.00 P.M.








Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date: 07.05.2014


             State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Paramjit Singh Walia,

Advocate,H.No.374,East Mohan Nagar,

Amritsar.-143007.







…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o Deputy Commissioner,

Gurdaspur.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o Commissioner, Jalandhar Division,

Jalandhar.







…Respondents

Appeal Case  No. 2686 of 2013    

Order

Present: 
Shri Paramjit Singh Walia, appellant, in person.

Shri Janak Raj, Naib Sadar Kanungo, office of Deputy Commissioner, on behalf of the respondents. 



Shri Paramjit Singh Walia, appellant,  vide an RTI application dated  05.07.2013, addressed to the PIO, office of Deputy Commissioner, Gurdaspur  sought copies of Jamanbandis, Mutations, Khatauni, Khasra etc. relating to period 1851-52, 1856-57 upto 1966-67.

2.

The PIO vide letter No. 2298, dated 29.07.2013 asked the appellant to collect the documents from Suwidha Centre,  which are  in URDU. Being not satisfied with the response, Shri Paramjit Singh Walia filed an appeal before the First Appellate Authority vide application  dated   07.08.2013 under the provisions of Section 19(1) of the RTI Act,2005 and subsequently approached the Commission in second appeal   vide application  dated  05.12.2013 under the provisions of Section 19(3) of the RTI 
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Act,2005 and accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for 25.02.2014.
3.

On 25.02.2014, the appellant stated that no  information had been provided to him even after a lapse of 8 months but some information had been provided then. The respondent stated that  in the year 2011 some information was provided to the appellant through R.T.I. Commission. The appellant stated that that too was incomplete. In those circumstances, after consulting both the parties,  respondent was  directed to get the record inspected by the appellant on 11th March, 2014 and after identification, requisite documents be supplied to the appellant on the spot. In case the sought  information was  not available in their record, a duly sworn and attested affidavit be submitted on the next date of hearing i.e. today  to the effect that the requisite information is not available in their record.  

4.

Today, Shri Janak Raj, Naib Sadar Kanungo, appearing on behalf of the respondents states that the appellant did not come to their office on 11.03.2014 for the inspection of record. The appellant is again directed to inspect the record and identify the documents required by him, which would be provided to him by the respondent on the spot.
5.

Adjourned to  24.06.2014 at 2.00 P.M.









Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date: 07.05.2014


             State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Rajinder Kumar Advocate,

Chamber No.320-D,

New Courts, Jalandhar.










…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o Deputy Commissioner,

Jalandhar.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o Deputy Commissioner,


Jalandhar.










…Respondents

Appeal Case  No. 2673 of 2013    

Order

Present: 
Shri Paramjit Singh Mall, on behalf of the appellant.
Shri Mohinder Singh, Naib Sadar Kanungo, on behalf of the respondents.



Shri Rajinder Kumar, Advocate,  Appellant vide an RTI application dated 13.03.2013 , addressed to PIO, office of  Deputy Commissioner, Jalandhjar, sought certain information on  4 points with regard to mutation of sale-deed.

2.

Failing to get any information within 30 days as mandated under Section 7(1) of the RTI Act, 2005, he filed first appeal with the First Appellate Authority vide application  dated   17.05.2013,   under the provisions of Section 19(1) of the RTI Act,2005 and subsequently approached the Commission in second appeal   vide application  dated 03.13.2013  under the provisions of Section 19(3) of the RTI Act,2005  which was received in the Commission on 09.12. 2013 and accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for 25.02.2014.
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3.

A letter No. 1159/1160, dated 19.07.2013 addressed to the appellant with a copy to the Commission, from Deputy Commissioner, Jalandhar was  received in which the circumstances had been explained on the basis of which mutations could not  be registered. 

4.

On 25.02.2014, the respondents  reiterated  that reply had been sent to the appellant clarifying that the said mutations cannot be registered. 

5.

Since the appellant was  not present, one more opportunity was  afforded to him to pursue his case. Simultaneously, the respondent was   directed 
to bring the complete record on the next date of hearing for the perusal of the  commission to know the  full facts of the case and the reasons for denying the registration of mutations. 

6.

Today, the respondent hands over requisite information to  Shri Paramjit Singh Mall, the representative of the appellant,  in the court today. He also submits one copy to the Commission, which is taken on record. Shri Paramjit Singh Mall expresses his satisfaction over the provided information. 
7.

Accordingly,  the case is disposed of and closed. 









 Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date: 07.05.2014


             State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Balkar Singh,

R/O Village: Mammu Khera,

District: Fazilka.







…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer,

Block Arniwala Sekh Suban, District: Fazilka.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o District Development & Panchayat Officer,


Fazilka.







…Respondents

Appeal Case  No.2669 of 2013     

Order

Present: 
Shri Balkar Singh, Appellant, in person.

Shri Prabhdeep Singh, B.D.P.O., Arniwala Sekh Suban and Shri Guljeet Singh, Panchayat Secretary, Block Abohar,  on behalf of the respondents. 



Shri Balkar Singh, Appellant,  vide an RTI application dated 16.07.2013,  addressed to PIO, office of BDPO, Arniwala  Shekh Subhan, sought certain information on  11 points with regard to grants received, resolutions passed and different works done by Panchayat Mamu-khera.

2.

Failing to get any information within 30 days as mandated under Section 7(1) of the RTI Act, 2005, he filed first appeal with the First Appellate Authority vide application  dated   24.09.2013  under the provisions of Section 19(1) of the RTI Act,2005 and subsequently approached the Commission in second appeal   vide application  dated 02.12.2013 under the provisions of Section 19(3) of the RTI Act,2005 which was received in the Commission on 09.12.2013  and accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for 26.02.2014.
Contd……p/2

AC-2669 of 2013   



-2-  
3.

On 26.02.2014, the appellant stated  that some information had been provided to him, which was  incomplete, false and contradictory. Shri Prabhdeep Singh, B.D.P.O. who was  present, sought  some more time to supply the complete information to the appellant as he was  new to the post and had acute shortage of staff, which was  granted.  The B.D.P.O. was  directed to supply complete information to the appellant before the next date of hearing i.e. today.
4.

Today, the respondent hands over information to the  appellant in the court. The appellant seeks some more time to study the provided information . The appellant is directed to send his observations, if any, on the provided information to the PIO under intimation to the Commission. 

5.

Shri Prabhdeep Singh, B.D.P.O., Arniwala Sekh Suban, states that the requisite information actually  relates to Block: Abohar
. Therefore, the BDPO Abohar is directed to transfer the relevant record to the BDPO, Arniwala Sekh Suban so that complete information could be supplied to the appellant without any further delay.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

6.

Adjourned to 24.06.2014 at 2.00 P.M.









Sd/-


Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date: 07.05.2014


             State Information Commissioner

CC:

Block Development and Panchayat Officer,



Abohar, District: Fazilka.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Anokh Singh,

Village Kakar Kalan,PO Kang Kalan,

Tehsil Lohian Khass Distt.Jalandhar.




…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o District Development & Panchayat Officer,

Jalandhar.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o Additional Deputy Commissioner,


(Development) Jalandhar.





…Respondents

Appeal Case  No.  2665 of 2013 

Order

Present: 
None for the Appellant

Shri Major Singh, Panchayat Secretary, on behalf of the respondents.



Shri Anokh Singh, Appellant,  vide an RTI application dated 15.07.2013,  addressed to PIO-cum- District Development and Panchayat Officer, Jalandhar,  sought certain information regarding a Pucca Road.

2.

Failing to get any information within 30 days as mandated under Section 7(1) of the RTI Act, 2005, he filed first appeal with the First Appellate Authority vide application  dated  19.08.2013  under the provisions of Section 19(1) of the RTI Act,2005 and on getting no satisfactory information, he subsequently approached the Commission in second appeal   vide application  dated 02.12.2013          under the provisions of Section 19(3) of the RTI Act,2005 and accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for 26.02.2014.
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3.

On 26.02.2014, the appellant vide application dated 19.02.2014  requested for exemption from personal appearance during the hearing  stating that he was unable to attend the court due to security reasons. The respondent stated that requisite information had  been supplied to the appellant. Accordingly, the appellant was advised to attend the court positively on the next date of hearing alongwith his observations, if any, on the provided information, otherwise the case would  be decided ex-parte on the basis of record available in the case file. 

4.

The respondent reiterates that the information was supplied to the appellant by post on 26.11.2013. He further states that he went to the residence of the appellant on 24.04.2014 to hand over the information but he refused to accept. 

5.

Since the requisite information stands supplied to the appellant by  post and no deficiencies have been pointed out  by him and more-over he is not present during two consecutive hearings,  the case is disposed of and closed.








 Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date: 07.05.2014


             State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Karandeep Singh Kairon,

H.No.7, Indra Market,Gill Road,

Ludhiana.







…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,

Department of Local Government, 

Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,


Department of Local Government.


Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

3.
Public Information Officer

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.

4.
First Appellate Authority,

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.





…Respondents

Appeal Case  No.1131 of 2013     

Order

Present: 
None for the appellant.

Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on behalf of the respondents. 



The case was last heard on 04.03.2014,  when the appellant statesdthat he submitted his RTI application on 04.02.2013 to the PIO of the office of Principal Secretary Local Government, Punjab,  for seeking information on 22 points pertaining to 
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Shri S.S.Bindra, Assistant Town Planner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana but complete information had not been provided to him as yet even a period of 1 year had lapsed.

Shri Om Parkash, Clerk, appearing on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, stated that he had not brought any information. Taking a very callous and lackadaisical approach  of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, seriously  in the instant case, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana was issued a show-cause notice to explain in writing by furnishing a duly sworn affidavit as to why a penalty under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 be not imposed on her for not supplying  information to the appellant. In  addition to the written reply, the PIO was  also hereby given an opportunity U/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date  of hearing i.e. today. It was made clear that in case she did  not file her written reply and did  not avail herself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it would be presumed that she had  nothing to say and the Commission would  proceed to take further proceedings against her ex-parte.

2.

Today, Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, appearing  on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, submits a letter No. 195/A.T.P.(HQ)/PIO, dated 07.05.2014 from Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal 

Corporation Ludhiana, appending therewith a reply to the show-cause notice issued to

Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana. Vide above noted  letter, Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, has requested the Commission to exempt Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, Assistant Town Planner-cum-PIO(H.Q), Drawing & Building Branch from personal appearance today as her continuous presence is required  to  carry  out a major demolition drive  in Ludhiana planned  by Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on 07.05.2014. 

4.

Since Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana and the appellant are not present today,  the 
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case is Adjourned to 02.07.2014 at 2.00 P.M. with the  directions that the PIOs of the 
offices of Principal Secretary Local Government, Director Local Government, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur and the appellant must be present on the next date of hearing. 









 


Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date:07-05-2014


             State Information Commissioner

CC:

Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, 


(Registered)
Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Karandeep Singh Kairon,

H.No.7, Indra Market,Gill Road,

Ludhiana.









…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,

Department of Local Government, 

Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,


Department of Local Government.


Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

3.
Public Information Officer

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.

4.
First Appellate Authority,

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.





…Respondents

Appeal Case  No.1117 of 2013     

Order

Present: 
None for the appellant.

Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on behalf of the respondents. 



The case was last heard on 04.03.2014,  when the appellant stated that he submitted his RTI application on 30.01.2013 to the PIO of the office of Principal Secretary, Local Government, Punjab, for seeking information on 15  points pertaining to Shri S. S. Bindra, Assistant Town Planner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana but 
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complete information had not been provided to him as yet even a period of 1 year had 
lapsed. Shri Om Parkash, Clerk, appearing on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, stated that he had not brought any information. Taking a very callous and lackadaisical approach  of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, seriously  in the instant case, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana was   issued a show-cause notice to explain in writing by furnishing a duly sworn affidavit as to why a penalty under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 be not imposed on her for not supplying  information to the appellant. In  addition to the written reply, the PIO was also  given an opportunity U/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date  of hearing. It was made clear that in case she did  not file her written reply and did  not avail herself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it would  be presumed that she had nothing to say and the Commission would proceed to take further proceedings against her ex-parte.

2.

Today, Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, appearing  on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, submits a letter No. 195/A.T.P.(HQ)/PIO, dated 07.05.2014 from Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal 

Corporation Ludhiana, appending therewith a reply to the show-cause notice issued to

Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana. Vide above noted  letter, Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, has requested the Commission to exempt Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, Assistant Town Planner-cum-PIO(H.Q), Drawing & Building Branch from personal appearance today as her continuous presence is required  to  carry  out a major demolition drive  in Ludhiana planned  by Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on 07.05.2014. 

4.

Since Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana and the appellant are not present today,  the 
case is Adjourned to 02.07.2014 at 2.00 P.M. with the  directions that the PIOs of the 
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offices of Principal Secretary Local Government, Director Local Government, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur and the appellant must be present on the next date of hearing. 












Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date:07-05-2014


             State Information Commissioner

CC:

Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, 


(Registered)
Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Karandeep Singh Kairon,

H.No.7, Indra Market,Gill Road,

Ludhiana.







…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,

Department of Local Government, 

Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,


Department of Local Government.


Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

3.
Public Information Officer

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.

4.
First Appellate Authority,

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.





…Respondents

Appeal Case  No.1123 of 2013     

Order

Present: 
None for the appellant.

Smt. Swaranjit Kaur, Superintendent-cum-PIO,  office of Director Local Government and Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on behalf of the respondents. 



The case was last heard on 04.03.2014, when the appellant stated that he submitted his RTI application on 04.02.2013 to PIO of the office of Director, Local Government, Punjab, Chandigarh,  for seeking information on 22  points pertaining to Shri S.S.Bindra, Assistant Town Planner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana but complete 
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information had not been provided to him as yet even a period of 1 year had lapsed. Shri Om Parkash, Clerk, appearing on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, stated that he had  not   brought any information. Taking a very callous and lackadaisical approach  of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, vis-à-vis the PIO of the office of Director Local Government, Punjab,  seriously  in the instant case, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana  and PIO of the office of Director Local Government Punjab, were issued a show-cause notice to explain in writing by furnishing a duly sworn affidavit as to why a penalty under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 be not imposed on them  for not supplying  information to the appellant. In  addition to the written reply, they were   also  given an opportunity U/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date  of hearing i.e.today. It was made clear that in case they did  not file their  written reply and did not avail themselves  of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed,  it would  be presumed that they had   nothing to say and the Commission would  proceed to take further proceedings against them  ex-parte.

2.

Today, Smt. Swaranjit Kaur, Superintendent-cum-PIO,  office of Director Local Government, Punjab, Chandigarh submits a reply to the show-cause notice issued to her on the last date of hearing vide letter No. 16592, dated 07.05.2014,   which is taken on record. In the written reply and orally in the court today, she has submitted that the RTI application of the applicant and his first appeal filed before First Appellate Authority had been transferred to Local Government-1 Branch  vide letters No. 6516, dated 21.02.2013  and No. 12993, dated 08.04.2013 respectively  as the matter related to them.  In the last she has requested the Commission to drop the show-cause notice issued to her on 04.03.2014.   
3.

Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, appearing  on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, submits a letter No. 195/A.T.P.(HQ)/PIO, dated 07.05.2014 from Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal 
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Corporation Ludhiana, appending therewith a reply to the show-cause notice issued to
Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana. Vide above noted  letter, Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, has requested the Commission to exempt Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, Assistant Town Planner-cum-PIO(H.Q), Drawing & Building Branch from personal appearance today as her continuous presence is required  to  carry  out a major demolition drive  in Ludhiana planned  by Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on 07.05.2014. 

4.

Since Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana and the appellant are not present today,  the case is Adjourned to 02.07.2014 at 2.00 P.M. with the  directions that the PIOs of the offices of Principal Secretary Local Government, Director Local Government, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur and the appellant must be present on the next date of hearing. 









 Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date:07-05-2014


             State Information Commissioner

CC:

Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, 


(Registered)
Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Karandeep Singh Kairon,

H.No.7, Indra Market,Gill Road,

Ludhiana.







…Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer

o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,

Department of Local Government, 

Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

2.
First Appellate Authority,


o/o Principal Secretary to Govt. Punjab,


Department of Local Government.


Mini Secretariat, Sector:9, Chandigarh.

3.
Public Information Officer

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.

4.
First Appellate Authority,

o/o Director, Local Government, Punjab,

Sector:17-C, Chandigarh.





…Respondents

Appeal Case  No.1102 of 2013     

Order

Present: 
 None for the appellant.
Smt. Swaranjit Kaur, Superintendent-cum-PIO,  office of Director Local Government and Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on behalf of the respondents. 



The case was last heard on 04.03.2014,  when the appellant stated that he submitted his RTI application on 30.01.2013 to PIO of the office of Director, Local 
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Government, Punjab, Chandigarh,  for seeking information on 15  points pertaining to Shri S.S.Bindra, Assistant Town Planner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana but complete information had not been provided to him as yet even a period of 1 year had lapsed. Shri Om Parkash, Clerk, appearing on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, stated that he had not  brought any information. Taking a very callous and lackadaisical approach  of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, vis-à-vis the PIO of the office of Director Local Government, Punjab,  seriously  in the instant case, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana  and PIO of the office of Director Local Government Punjab, were  issued a show-cause notice to explain in writing by furnishing a duly sworn affidavit as to why a penalty under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 be not imposed on them  for not supplying  information to the appellant within stipulated time frame as per the provisions of RTI Act, 2005.  In  addition to the written reply, they were   also  given an opportunity U/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date  of hearing i.e. today. It was made clear that in  case they did   not file their  written reply and did not avail themselves  of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it would be presumed that they had  nothing to say and the Commission would  proceed to take further proceedings against them  ex-parte.

2.

Today, Smt. Swaranjit Kaur, Superintendent-cum-PIO,  office of Director Local Government, Punjab, Chandigarh submits a reply to the show-cause notice issued to her on the last date of hearing vide letter No. 16593, dated 07.05.2014,   which is taken on record. In the written reply and orally in the court today, she has explained that the information has been asked for by the appellant on 15 points of which points No. 1 to 11 and point No. 13 relate  to Municipal Corporation Ludhiana whereas points No. 12 , 14 and 15 relate to the PIO of the office of Principal Secretary Local Government, Punjab, Chandigarh. In the last she has requested the Commission to drop the show-cause notice issued to her on 04.03.2014. 
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3.

Shri Satish Malhotra, Draftsman(HQ), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, appearing  on behalf of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, submits a letter No. 195/A.T.P.(HQ)/PIO, dated 07.05.2014 from Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal Corporation Ludhiana, appending therewith a reply to the show-cause notice issued to Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana. Vide above noted  letter, Joint Commissioner(G), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, has requested the Commission  to exempt Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, Assistant Town Planner-cum-PIO(H.Q), Drawing & Building Branch from personal appearance today as her continuous presence is required  to  carry  out a major demolition drive  in Ludhiana planned  by Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana, on 07.05.2014. 
4.

Since Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur, ATP-Cum-PIO, Building & Drawing, Head Quarter, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana and the appellant are not present today,  the case is Adjourned to 02.07.2014 at 2.00 P.M. with the  directions that the PIOs of the offices of Principal Secretary Local Government, Director Local Government, Smt. Kamaljit Kaur and the appellant must be present on the next date of hearing. 









Sd/- 
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date:07-05-2014


             State Information Commissioner

CC:

Smt. Kamaljit Kaur, ATP-cum-PIO, 


(Registered)
Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB

SCO 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH-160017

Shri Kuldip Kumar Kaura,

H.No.5-C, Phase I, Urban Estate,

Focal Point,Ludhiana-141001.





…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer

o/o District Education Officer (EE),

Ludhiana.








…Respondent
Complaint  Case No. 06 of 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Order

Present: 
Shri Kuldip Kumar Kaura, complainant, in person.

Smt. Karamjit Kaur, PIO-cum-Deputy D.E.O.(E), Ludhiana.



In the instant case, vide RTI application dated 03.09.2012 addressed to the respondent, Sh. Kuldip Kumar Kaura had sought the following information regarding affiliations, under the RTI Act, 2005: -


1.
Copy of diary register where each case was diarised;


2.
Noting of file in each case;


3.
Copy of inspection report in each case;


4.
Copy of order granting affiliation in each case; 

5.
Copy of log book of official vehicle of the DEO (EE) for the entire period.

 2.

On 19.03.2013, Smt.Karamjit Kaur,Deputy D.E.O.  appearing on behalf of the respondent, handed over  some information to Shri Kuldip Kumar Kaura, complainant,  who was advised to peruse the same and intimate the respondent as well as the Commission if he was satisfied with the same. 
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3.

On 08.05.2013, Respondents submitted that the requisite information 

would be handed over to the complainant the next day.  Thereafter, the complainant 

would file his observations with the respondent, who was directed to remove any just objections of the complainant within a fortnight of receipt of the same.

4.

On  16.07.2013,  Shri  Kaura stated that though 66 cases for affiliation had been diarised in the respondent office, information in respect of only  29 cases had been provided.  He lamented that there had been much delay on the part of the respondent in providing the information and as such, the respondent-PIO be penalized and he be suitably compensated. He further requested that the information in respect of remaining 37 cases  be provided to him. Sh. Surinder Mohan, present on behalf of the respondent, submitted that information as available on records had since been provided to the applicant-complainant.   He further stated that now with the introduction of the Right to Education Act, No Objection Certificate was being issued to the schools and with this, the affiliations already granted had been rendered invalid. Mrs. Karamjit Kaur, Dy. District Education Officer (EE) Ludhiana was provided one last opportunity to act and to present before the Commission the entire relevant record pertaining to 66 cases stated to have been diarised for affiliation and provide any remainder information to the applicant-complainant forthwith, without necessitating any further adjournment on this count.   It was made clear that failure on her part to act accordingly might result in invocation of the punitive and stringent provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 against her.

5.

On 27.01.2014, the Respondent stated that Shri Surinder Mohan, Junior Assistant, who is the concerned official, had given an undertaking that no other information was  available on record. 

6.

In the above narrated circumstances, Shri Ranjit Singh, District Education Officer(EE), Ludhiana was  directed to hold an inquiry to fix the responsibility for mis-placement of official record relating to  37 cases, which were duly diarized in the office and a report of inquiry be furnished to the Commission within 30 days.
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7.

As per the directions of the Commission, Smt. Karamjit Kaur, PIO-cum-

Deputy D.E.O.(EE), Ludhiana was  present  on 18.03.2014. She stated that as per the directions of the Commission, inquiry with regard to misplacement of official record relating to 37 cases had  been conducted. She submitted  one copy of the Inquiry Report to the Commission, which was  taken on record. She  handed  over a copy of the Inquiry Report to the complainant in the court today. In the Inquiry Report, the Inquiry Officer has  held Shri Surinder Mohan, Junior Assistant, office of D.E.O.(EE), Ludhiana responsible for missing of case files. 

8.

Accordingly, a copy of the order was  forwarded to Principal Secretary Education(S), Punjab, for taking strict disciplinary action against Shri Surinder Mohan, Junior Assistant, on the basis of the findings of the  Inquiry Officer.

9.

Shri Kuldip Kumar Kaura, complainant,  submitted that a  suitable penalty under the provisions of RTI Act, 2005 be imposed upon the PIO for the inordinate  delay  caused in the supply of requisite information.

10.

Accordingly, Smt. Karamjit Kaur, PIO-cum-Deputy D.E.O.(EE), Ludhiana Government was  issued a Show-Cause Notice under Section 20(1)  of the RTI Act, 2005, to explain in writing through an affidavit , on the next date of hearing as to why a penalty at the rate of Rs. 250/- per day subject to  a maximum of Rs. 25,000/- be not imposed upon her for the inordinate delay caused in the supply of the requisite information to the complainant failing which the case would  be decided  ex-parte on the  basis of the facts available on  record.

11.

In response to the Show-Cause Notice issued to Smt. Karamjit Kaur, PIO-cum-Deputy D.E.O.(EE), Ludhiana by the Commission on the last date of hearing, she makes a written submission explaining reasons in detail for the delay in the supply of requisite information, which is taken on record.  In the written submission she has requested that the action may be taken against the erring official only. I am convinced with the pleas put forth by Smt. Karamjit Kaur, PIO-cum-Deputy D.E.O.(EE), Ludhiana. 
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Therefore, no penalty is ordered to be imposed upon the PIO. It is directed that 
necessary disciplinary action be initiated against Shri Surinder Mohan, Junior Assistant, office of D.E.O.(EE), Ludhiana, who has been held responsible for missing of case files by the inquiry officer. 
12.

Since the requisite information stands provided to the complainant to his satisfaction, the case is disposed of and closed. 








 Sd/-
Chandigarh




   
 (Ravinder Singh Nagi)

Date: 07-05-2014


             State Information Commissioner

