STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com) 

Sh. D.S. Chhina,

District and Sessions Judge (Retd.),

H. No. 140, Shaheed Udham Singh Nagar,

Jalandhar – 144001.



   

 
… Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Director Local Government, Punjab,

S.C.O. 131-132, Sector 17 C,

Chandigarh.








 …Respondent

Complaint Case No.- 2834/14
Order

Present:
Mr. Deepak Kumar, (Adv) for the complainant.



Ms. Swarnjeet Kaur, Supdt-cum-PIO, on behalf of the respondent. 



The PIO in the o/o Director Local Government stated that a similar RTI request had been made to the Secretary, Local Government, who has taken the responsibility to provide the requisite information as the original complaint- the subject matter of the RTI request- had been made to the Secretary, Local Government and thus is was not related to the o/o Director Local Government Punjab, Chandigarh. 



In the light of the above, the case is closed and disposed of. 

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com) 
Sh. D.S Chhina,

District and Sessions Judge (Retd.)

R/o H. No. 140,

Shaheed Udham Singh Nagar,

Jalandhar. 





   

 
… Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Principal Secretary, Local Government Punjab,

Mini Secretariat, 4th Floor,

Sector 9, Chandigarh. 






 …Respondent

Complaint Case No.- 2810/14

Order
Present:
Mr. Deepak Kumar, (Adv) for the complainant.



Ms. Manjit Kaur, Senior Assistant, on behalf of the respondent. 



The representative of the PIO stated that the complaint regarding which the information was sought was still under consideration of the government and assured the Commission that the complainant would be informed of the action taken on the request of the complainant on the completion of the inquiry.

                  However, the PIO has failed to provide the information on query Nos. 1 to 5, which had nothing to with the enquiry. The commission takes a serious note of it and is constrained to issue a show cause notice to the PIO for not even providing part information held in his custody within stipulated period which amounted to willful denial of information.
 

The  respondent – PIO Mr. Baljinder Singh, Superintendent in the o/o Principal Secretary, Local Government Punjab, Mini Secretariat, 4th Floor, Sector 9, Chandigarh., is   hereby issued show cause notice under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 as to why  penalty @ Rs. 250/- per day subject to a maximum of Rs. 25,000/- be not imposed on him till the information is actually  furnished.  


The PIO-respondent is directed to submit his reply in the form of affidavit 
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Complaint Case No.- 2810/14

giving reasons for delaying and denying the supply of requisite information to the applicant before the next date of hearing.


In addition to the written reply, the PIO is also hereby given an opportunity u/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  He may take note that in case he does not file his written reply and does not avail   himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him/her ex-parte. 


  The PIO is further directed to be personally present with a copy of the information supplied at the next date of hearing.


The case is adjourned to 22.01.2015 at 10.00 A.M. 

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Sukhdev Singh,

S/O Sh.Balwant Singh,

Vill: Dariye Ke, PO: Khurd Uttar,

Block Mamdot,

Tehsil & Distt. Ferozepur. 
            



   …Appellant.






Versus

The Public Information Officer,

Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

Mamdot, Tehsil & Distt. Ferozepur.

First Appellate Authority

Additional Deputy Commissioner,

Ferozepur.






             … Respondent.
Appeal Case No.1206 of 2014
Order

Present:
Mr. Sukhdev Singh, appellant in person.



None for the respondent. 



The respondent PIO is absent without intimation to the Commission. He has failed to explain the delay in furnishing information. The Commission takes a serious note of it and is constrained to issue show cause notice to the PIO.  


The  respondent – PIO Mr. Darshan Singh, in the o/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer, Mamdot, Tehsil & Distt. Ferozepur., is   hereby issued show cause notice under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 as to why  penalty @ Rs. 250/- per day subject to a maximum of Rs. 25,000/- be not imposed on him till the information is actually  furnished.  


The PIO-respondent is directed to submit his reply in the form of affidavit giving reasons for delaying and denying the supply of requisite information to the applicant before the next date of hearing.



In addition to the written reply, the PIO is also hereby given an opportunity u/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  He may take note that in case he does not file his written reply
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Appeal Case No.1206 of 2014
and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him ex-parte. 



The PIO is further directed to be personally present with a copy of the information supplied at the next date of hearing.


The case is adjourned to 22.01.2015 at 10.00 A.M.
Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com) 

Sh. Baldev Singh,

S/o Sh. Savinder Singh,

R/o village – Chuhut, P.O – Thana Dainthal,

Tehsil – Samana, Distt – Patiala. 



   

 … Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

Samana.








 …Respondent

Complaint Case No.- 2924/14

ORDER

Present:
Mr. Baldev Singh, complainant in person.



None for the respondent. 



The respondent PIO is absent without intimation to the Commission and also she failed to depute any of her subordinates to attend the today’s proceedings knowing well that a show cause notice had already been issued to her.

                 
The complainant stated that the PIO has been transferred. But the PIO must understand that she had been PIO during the part when the RTI application was submitted and her transfer won’t absolve her of the responsibilities of having not responded to the RTI application within a stipulated period during her tenure as her successor can’t be held accountable for her acts of omission or commission.

            
However, the Commission directs the present PIO Mr. Narpinder Singh Grewal to ensure her presence in the next date of hearing and also depute his representative to attend the proceeding at the next date of hearing. 


Since the respondent-PIO Ms. Nidhi Sinha has preferred to abstain today despite the fact that a show cause notice has already been issued to her, the Commission takes a serious note of it and  deems it fit to issue bailable warrants against her who is currently  Block Development and Panchayat Officer, Shena Block, District Barnala, in exercise of powers conferred under Section 18(3) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, read with the relevant provisions of the Civil Procedure Code with the direction that the said PIO shall produce the relevant record relating to the
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complainant’s RTI application on the next date of hearing. A copy of this order shall be endorsed to the Senior Superintendent of Police, Barnala to serve the enclosed bailable warrants dated 06.01.2015 on Ms. Nidhi Sinha, BDPO, Shena Block, District Barnala  and the SSP will ensure her presence before the Commission on the next date of hearing  i.e. 27.01.2015.

 
 
The case is adjourned to 27.01.2015 at 10.00 A.M.

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner
Cc: 

Senior Superintendent of Police, 


(By Name)

Barnala. 
BAILABLE  WARRANT  OF  PRODUCTION

BEFORE  MR. SURINDER AWASTHI,  STATE

INFORMATION COMMISSIONER,  PUNJAB

AT  CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Baldev Singh,

S/o Sh. Savinder Singh,

R/o village – Chuhut, P.O – Thana Dainthal,

Tehsil – Samana, Distt – Patiala. 



   

 … Complainant

Versus
Public Information Officer, 

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

Samana.








 …Respondent

Complaint Case No.- 2924/14

UNDER  SECTION 18 (3)  OF THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005.

 NEXT  DATE  OF  HEARING  27.01.2015
To



The Senior Superintendent of Police, 



Barnala. 


Whereas Ms. Nidhi Sinha , Block Development & Panchayat Officer,  Shena Block, Barnala has failed to appear and produce the record before the State Information Commission despite the issuance of notices in the above-mentioned appeal case. Therefore, you are hereby directed to serve this bailable warrant on Ms. Nidhi Sinha,  BDPO to appear  before this Bench  of the State  Information Commissioner, Punjab, at SCO No. 32-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh on 27.01.2015 at 10.00 A.M. to produce the relevant  record pertaining to the above-mentioned   appeal  case.

Dated, this 06th  day of January, 2015  
 









Sd/-









    (Surinder Awasthi)
  


  
     
           

State Information Commissioner. Pb.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com) 

Sh. Balwinder Singh,

S/o sh. Garib Dass,

V.P.O – Killa Hans,

Tehsil – Payal, District – Ludhiana.  
   

 

… Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Director Animal Husbandry Punjab,

Chandigarh.








 …Respondent

Complaint Case No.- 2945/14

ORDER

Present:
Mr. Balwinder Singh, complainant in person.



Mr. K.P.S Pasricha, Veterinary Officer-cum-APIO, on behalf of the 



respondent. 



The representative of the PIO stated that the part information has been provided to the complainant and remaining too was provided during the hearing itself. The complainant is advised to peruse the information. If he is not satisfied with the information provided, he can approach the First Appellate Authority (FAA) i.e Director Animal Husbandry Punjab, Chandigarh.  



In the light of above, the complaint case is closed and disposed of. 

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Roop Singh,

S/o Sh. Makhan Singh,

H. NO. 654-C, Type – II,

Rail Coach Factory, Hussianpur,

Kapurthla. 
   



   

 

   … Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer, 

O/o Railway Coach Factory, 

Employees Primary Co-operative Consumer Store Ltd. 

Hussainpur, Kapurthala.

2.
First Appellate Authority,

O/o President Railway Coach Factory, 

Employees Primary Co-operative Consumer Store Ltd. 

Hussianpur, Kapurthala.





 …Respondents

Appeal Case no. 3135/14

ORDER

Present:
None for the parties. 



Both the parties are absent for the second consecutive hearing. 



For non-prosecution the case is dismissed. 

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Pushpinder Kumar Singh,

S/o Sh. Brijraj Singh,

987 Sanjay Gandhi colony,

Tajpur Road, Ludhiana. 
           




…Appellant
Versus
The Public Information Officer,

Office of the Sup Divisional Magistrate (East),

Ludhiana.
First Appellate Authority,

Office of the Deputy Commissioner,

Ludhiana.







              …Respondent.
Appeal Case No.967 of 2014

Order

Present:
Mr. Bharat Bhushan, for the appellant.



Major G.S Benipal, Tehsildar East-cum-PIO, on behalf of the respondent.

RTI application filed on


:   
18.09.2013

PIO replied




:   
22.08.2013
First appeal filed



:   
21.10.2013

Second  appeal received  in SIC 

:   
12.02.2014 

Information sought : 

Seeks information on three points regarding action taken on his letter which was submitted to the SDM(E), Ludhiana vide no. 581/L.F.A, dated 22.08.2013.  
Grounds  for  the 1st & 2nd appeal

 :
Denial of information. 

Relevant Facts emerging during hearing:   



The respondent PIO sought more time to provide the information to the appellant.  
Decision :


The case is adjourned to 22.01.2015 at 10.00 A.M.
Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Jagtar Singh,

S/o Sh. Nachhatar Singh,

H. No. 309, Ward No. 10, 

Sunam Road, Lehragaga,

District: Sangrur. 
           





…Appellant
Versus
The Public Information Officer,

Office of the Sup Divisional Officer,

Water Supply & Sanitation Sub Division,

Sunam, District: Sangrur . 
First Appellate Authority,

Office of the Executive Engineer,

Water Supply and Sanitation,

Sangrur. 







              …Respondent.
Appeal Case No.853 of 2014

Order

Present:
None for the appellant.



Mr. Ashok Kumar, Clerk, on behalf of the respondent. 

RTI application filed on


:   
20.08.2013

PIO replied




:   
27.08.2013 (Sought fee of Rs. 1896 







from the appellant)
First appeal filed



:   
21.10.2013

Second  appeal received  in SIC 

:   
31.01.2014

Information sought : 


Seeks information on five points regarding schemes of irrigation expenses incurred during the period 01.01.2012 to 20.08.2013.
Grounds  for  the 1st & 2nd appeal

 :

Relevant Facts emerging  during hearing : 



The representative of the PIO stated that the information had been provided to the appellant through speed-post vide his office letter no. 847 dated 02.09.2014. Nothing contrary is  heard from appellant’s quarter. Moreover, since he is absent today without intimation and was absent on the pervious hearing on 01.10.2014 too, it is assumed that he is satisfied with information provided. 
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Decision :
In the light of above, the case is closed and disposed of. 
Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Kanwaljit Singh,

H.No. 3, Gali Jamnu Wali,

Kot Mangal Singh,

Tarn-Taran Road, Amritsar.         





…Complainant.






Versus

The Public Information Officer,

Office of the Secretary,

Water Supply & Sanitation Department, Punjab,

Chandigarh.




 






        









 …Respondent.
Complaint Case No. 592 of 2014
Order

Present:
None for the complainant.



Mr. R.K Bhandari, XEN-cum-PIO, on behalf of the respondent. 
RTI application filed 


:
13.12.2013

PIO’s response


:    
Nil 

Complaint  received in SIC 

:
06.02.2014

Ground for complaint

:
Denial of information  


Information  sought:- 
 
Seeks action taken report on his various complaints dated 03.12.2012, 06.12.2012, 14.12.2012, 18.12.2012, 31.12.2012, 08.01.2013.

Relevant Facts emerging during hearing:-  



The complainant is absent. However, he has sent a letter which is diarized in the Commission on 01.01.2015 which stated that he was not well and sought a new date. The respondent PIO sought more time to provide the information to the complainant. 

Decision:- 


The case is adjourned to 03.02.2015 at 10.00 A.M.

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Kanwaljit Singh,

H.No. 3, Gali Jamnu Wali,

Kot Mangal Singh,

Tarn-Taran Road, Amritsar.          




…Complainant.






Versus

The Public Information Officer,

Office of the Executive Engineer,

Water Supply & Sanitation,

Tarn-Taran.




 






        









 …Respondent.
Complaint Case No. 898 of 2014

Order

Present:
None for the complainant.



Mr. R.K Bhandari, XEN-cum-PIO, on behalf of the respondent. 
RTI application filed 


:
27.01.2014

PIO’s response


:    
10.02.2014 (Offered the complaint for 







inspection of record.)
Complaint  received in SIC 

:
12.03.2014

Ground for complaint

:
Not satisfied with the PIO response. 

Information  sought:- 


Seeks information on eight points regarding the Tube Well installed in Tarn Taran Division under the scheme of World Bank and other heads.
Relevant Facts emerging during hearing:-  



The complainant is absent. However, he has sent a letter which is diarized in the Commission on 01.01.2015 which stated that he was not well and sought a new date. The respondent PIO sought more time to provide the information to the complainant. 

Decision:- 


The case is adjourned to 03.02.2015 at 10.00 A.M.

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

 Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Kanwaljit Singh,

H.No. 3, Gali Jamnu Wali,

Kot Mangal Singh,

Tarn-Taran Road, Amritsar.          




…Complainant.






Versus

The Public Information Officer,

Office of the Principal Secretary,

Water Supply & Sanitation Department, Punjab,

Chandigarh.




 






        









 …Respondent.
Complaint Case No. 584 of 2014

Order

Present:
None for the complainant.



Mr. R.K Bhandari, XEN-cum-PIO, on behalf of the respondent. 

RTI application filed 


:
26.12.2013

PIO’s response


:    
14.01.2014

Complaint  received in SIC
 
:
06.02.2014

Ground for complaint

:
Not satisfied with the response of the PIO.


Information  sought:- 
 
Seeks information on eight points regarding the govt. had received had the funds under the different heads for the last six years. 

Relevant Facts emerging during hearing:-  



The complainant is absent. However, he has sent a letter which is diarized in the Commission on 01.01.2015 wherein he has stated that he had not been well and had sought a new date. The respondent PIO too sought more time to provide the information to the complainant. 

Decision:- 



The case is adjourned to 03.02.2015 at 10.00 A.M.

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Jasbir Singh,

Village – Bholapur, Jhabewal,

P.O – Ramgarh, District – Ludhiana. 


   

   … Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer, 

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Faridkot.

2.
First Appellate Authority,

O/o Deputy Commissioner, 

Faridkot. 







 …Respondents

Appeal Case no. 2956/14

ORDER
Present:
Mr. Jasbir Singh, appellant in person.



Mr. Kanwalwinder Singh, Clerk, on behalf of the respondent. 



The representative of the PIO stated that the information had been provided to the appellant and the appellant too conceded that he had received the information and was satisfied with the same.



In the light of above, the case is closed and disposed of. 

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Vishal Goyal,

H. No. 18, Homeland Enclave,

Banthinda. 





   
 

  … Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer, 

O/o Bathinda Development Authority,

Bathinda.

2.
First Appellate Authority,

O/o Bathinda Development Authority,

Bathinda.







 …Respondents

Appeal Case no. 2316/14
ORDER
Present:
None for the parties. 



Both the parties are absent for the third consecutive hearing. 



For non-prosecution, the case is closed and disposed of. 

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(www.infocommpunjab.com) 

Sh. Sukhchain Singh,

S/o Sh. Ajit Singh, 

Sanan Mohalla, Ward No. 11,

Fatehgarh Churian, Tehsil - Batala,

District – Gurdaspur.  




    

   … Appellant

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer, 

O/o Executive Officer, 

Nagar Council, Fatehgarh Churian, 

District – Gurdaspur. 
2.
First Appellate Authority,

O/o Director Local Government Punjab,

Chandigarh.
 






 …Respondents

Appeal Case no. 3047/14

Order
Present:
Mr. Sukhchain Singh, appellant in person.



Mr. Anil Mehta, EO & Mr. Sunil Kumar, Clerk, on behalf of the respondent. 

                      During the last hearing on 02.12.2014, the PIO was directed to procure the information from the Secretary, Local Bodies and provide the same to the appellant but he has failed to do so. Instead of collecting the requisite information, he had reportedly written to the Secretary, Local Bodies to provide the information. 
                       Since the PIO had failed to transfer the RTI application within stipulated period, the onus of collecting the information and providing the same to the appellant is with him alone.  

                   
Apparently, the PIO is willfully defying the orders and the Commission takes a serious note of it. The Commission would be constrained to take stringent action against the PIO if he failed to provide the requisite information within next ten days.



The case is adjourned to 27.01.2015 at 10.00 A.M.

Announced in the open court.




Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

 Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh.


      

  (Surinder Awasthi)
  

Dated: 06.01.2015    

   

    State Information Commissioner
