STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
RED CROSS BHAWAN, SECTOR 16, MADHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125, Visit us @  www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Suhrid Singh Bhinder,
Sanoli Farm, Post office, Dhakoli -160104
Distt. S.A.S. Nagar.                                 					 	Complainant

Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Dy. Chief Engineer, 
220 K.V. Sub Station, Industrial Area,
Phase –VII, S.A.S Nagar.							    Respondent


               COMPLAINT CASE NO.1510/2016


				Date of RTI Application 	: 	20.01.2016							Date of First Appeal	: 	Nil  	
				Date of letter of FAA 	:  	Nil
				Date of Second Appeal	: 	12.08.2016

Present:	Sh. Suhrid Singh Bhinder, Complainant in person.
		1. Sh. N.S.Rangi, Additional S.E., PSPCL,Zirakpur, and 
		2. Sh. Sushil Kumar, Revenue Accountant, PSPCL, Zirakpur – for Respondent.


ORDER	
		
		This forum had observed on 30.05.2017 as under :-
		“The complainant is seeking copies of the documents submitted to the respondents for transfer of a tubewell connection following the death of the connection holder.  According to him these documents are available in the office of the Deputy Chief Engineer, PSPCL, Mohali.  The Deputy Chief Engineer however has shifted the onus on the XEN of Zirakpur Division to part with the information which is not under his control.
		The complainant vehemently says that the papers in question are available in the office of the Deputy Chief Engineer, PSPCL, Mohali only.  The Commission directs Deputy Chief Engineer to look into it personally and arrange to provide the information asked for by the complainant early.”
		Sh. N.S.Rangi, Additional S.E., PSPCL is present. He has shown us a copy of the									           Contd…page….2
					     -2-

COMPLAINT CASE NO.1510/2016

letter issued to the appellant where along the documents available with the respondent concerning the transfer of the connection have been forwarded to him.  A copy of the same has been taken on record.  As the complainant is absent we presume that he is satisfied with the information thus supplied to him.  We do not see any malafide into the conduct of the respondent to adhere on or withhold any information.  No further intervention is called for.  The complaint is disposed. 
		
						                            Sd/-
05.07.2017						       (Yashvir Mahajan)
						State Information Commissioner


CC:	The Deputy Chief Engineer, PSPCL, 220 KV Sub Station, Phase – 7, 	Industrial 	Area, SAS Nagar (Mohali) for information.












STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
RED CROSS BHAWAN, SECTOR 16, MADHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125, Visit us @  www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Jasvir Singh
S/o Sh. Balvir Singh
Resident of Village Kakarwal, Tehsil Dhuri, 
Distt. Sangrur.									 Appellant 

Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Asstt. Executive Engineer,
 Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd.
City Sub Division, Dhuri, Distt. Sangrur

First Appellate Authority
O/o Chairman-cum-Managing Director,
Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd.
HO, Patiala.									Respondents


              APPEAL CASE NO.2716/2016

				Date of RTI Application 	: 	13.05.2016							Date of First Appeal	: 	23.06.2016  	
				Date of order of FAA 	:  	Nil
				Date of Second Appeal	: 	01.08.2016

Present:	Sh. Jasvir Singh, Appellant in person.
		Adv. Sumeet Puri, Counsel for the Respondents.
 
ORDER
		The following order was passed by this forum on 30.05.2017:-


       	            “The appellant has filed original application way back on 13.05.2016 seeking information on a complaint made by him on 18.01.2016.  He has brought to the notice of the Authorities the grossmisuse of authority by the PSPCL Authorities towards illegal supply for 24 hours in the VillageKakarwal, Tehsil Dhuri, District Sangrur.  Despite a lapse of more than a year no reply whatsoever has been given by the respondents.  The appellant has filed a detailed appeal.  The respondents have not bothered even to file a routine reply to the same in the Commission as well.  The Commission takes a serious note of it and directs the respondents to file a written statement explaining their conduct in denying the information to him before the next date of hearing positively.									      Contd…page…2
					-2-

APPEAL CASE NO.2716/2016
Meanwhile XEN, PSPCL of Dhuri Division is directed to look into it and ensure that appropriate action towards illegal supply of electricity for 24 hours as has been admitted by Sh. Kanwardeep Singh, SDE be taken.”
		Despite detailed submissions made by the appellant in his appeal the respondents have not bothered to file a written statement.
		Adv. Sumeet Puri appearing on behalf of the respondents seeks an adjournment.  He says that the notices have recently been received and assures that appropriate response shall be given without further delay, in any case well before the next date of hearing.  While acceding to his request the Commission observes that no further opportunity shall be afforded.  The Commission has already shown its displeasure towards the callous attitude of the respondents. Be it noted that any further laxity shall invoke penal consequences.
		To come up on 03.08.2017at 11.30 AM.
		
								        Sd/-   	       
05.07.2017						       (Yashvir Mahajan)
						State Information Commissioner

CC: 	The Executive Engineer, PSPCL, Dhuri Division, Dhuri, near Bagrian, District 	Sangrur for n/a.

CC:	The Principal Secretary to Government, Punjab,
 	Department  of Power, Punjab Civil Sectt. 2, Sector – 9,
	Chandigarh – for appropriate action.


       STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
     RED CROSS BUILDING, SECTOR-16, MADHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
          Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh.Joginder Singh (98158-11538),
S/o Sh. Raghbir Singh,
Vill. Alampur, P.O. Lodi Majra, 
Tehsil &Distt. Roopnagar.               						     Complainant

Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o District Transport Officer,
Jalandhar (Punjab)                                                                            			Respondent


       COMPLAINT CASE NO.1114/2016

				Date of RTI Application 	: 	01.04.2016							Date of First Appeal	: 	Nil  	
				Date of order of FAA 	:  	Nil
				Date of Second Appeal	: 	25.05.2016


Present:	None.

 
ORDER
		
		None is present. This is in continuation of the order passed on 31.05.2017.
		Another opportunity is afforded to Sh. R.P.Singh, PCS, the then District Transport Officer, Jalandhar now posted as Secretary, Regional Transport Authority, Jalandhar as to why the penalty imposed on Sh. Damanjit Singh Mann, PCS, PIO- cum –District Transport Officer, Jalandhar, be not shifted on him.
		To come up on 03.08.2017at 11.30 AM. 

							Sd/-
05.07.2017						 	  (Yashvir Mahajan)
							State Information Commissioner


CC:	Sh. R.P.Singh, PCS, Secretary,
	Regional Transport Authority, Jalandhar.


CC:     The Principal Secretary to Government, Punjab,
            Department of Transport, Punjab Civil Secretariat 2, Mini Secretariat,
            Chandigarh.

      STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
     RED CROSS BUILDING, SECTOR-16, MADHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
          Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125, Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Harmesh Chand, (Ex. Sarpanch),
Gram Panchayat, Nurpur Khurd (Uparla),
Block Nurpur Bedi, Tehsil Anandpur Sahib,
Distt. Roopnagar         					      				    Appellant  
Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Distt.  Development & Panchayat Officer,
Ropar, Distt. Ropar. 

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,
Ropar 			                                             				Respondents

      APPEAL CASE NO.4079/2016

				Date of RTI Application 	: 	11.06.2015							Date of First Appeal	: 	19.07.2016  	
				Date of order of FAA 	:  	Nil
				Date of Second Appeal	: 	12.12.2016


Present:	None on behalf of the Appellant.
		1. Sh. Gurnetar Singh, DDPO, Ropar, and
		2. Sh. Nitnem Singh, Clerk, O/o DDPO, Roapr – for Respondents.

ORDER
		On the persistent neglect of the notices of the Commission a show cause notice was issued to the District Development and Panchayat Officer, Ropar for imposition of penalty.
		Sh. Gurnetar Singh, DDPO, Ropar is present.  He submits that he has recently joined and having come across the notice he has duly furnished the information to the appellant.  The appellant is absent.  We presume that he is satisfied with the information thus provided to him.
		As the incumbent DDPO has acted promptly in providing the information we do not see any willful intent on their part to withhold the information nor any malafide has been attributed.  This being the state the Commission does not see any further requirement of the intervention.  The appeal is disposed.
									     Sd/-
05.07.2017                                                                     (Yashvir Mahajan)
							  State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
RED CROSS BUILDING SECTOR 16, MDHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com


Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia (94646-92553),
Ward No.18, Street No.2, Kartar Nagar,
Near Mann Market, Amloh Road, Khanna,
Distt. Ludhiana							               	Appellant


Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Assistant Commissioner,
Municipal Corporation, Patiala

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Commissioner,
Municipal Corporation, 
Patiala.										Respondents

         APPEAL CASE NO.885/2017


				Date of RTI Application 	: 	15.10.2016							Date of First Appeal	:	15.11.2016	
				Date of order of FAA 	:  	Nil
				Date of Second Appeal	: 	13.03.2017


Present:	None. 


ORDER
		
		None is present.
		The matter is adjourned to be heard on 03.08.2017 at 11.30 AM. 
								          Sd/-
								   	
05.07.2017                                                              (Yashvir Mahajan)
						State Information Commissioner

		 


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
RED CROSS BUILDING SECTOR 16, MDHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Raghu Nandan Bansal (098177-67876)
Om Sheel Niwas, Deonghat,
Solan.  (H.P.)
								               	Appellant
Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation,
Jagraon.

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Regional Deputy Director,
Urban Local Bodies, Ludhiana							Respondents

          APPEAL CASE NO.898/2017

				Date of RTI Application 	: 	29.11.2016							Date of First Appeal	:	12.01.2017	
				Date of order of FAA 	:  	Nil
				Date of Second Appeal	: 	14.03.2016

Present:	Sh. Raghu Nandan Bansal (098177-67876), Appellant in person.
		1. Sh. Balwinder Singh, E.O., Nagar Council, Jagraon, and 
		2. Sh. Amarinder Singh, Superintendent, Nagar Council, Jagraon – for Respondents.

ORDER	

		The following order was passed by the Commission on 01.06.2017 :-
		“The respondents have failed to give us plausible justification for having denied him information.
		Sh. Joginder Singh, Clerk appearing on behalf of the Respondents says that the appellant was asked to come present in the office for inspection of the record.
		We find that the information asked for is very precise as he is only asking for the name of the contractors and execution of very few works.   Seemingly, the respondents are willfully denying it.  Anyway an opportunity is afforded to them to provide him the information within 15 days positively under intimation to the Commission failing which it shall be taken as a case of defiance and penal action shall follow.”
 		The respondents have brought along the information which has been handed over to 										   Contd…page…2
					-2-
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the appellant on spot.  The appellant still exhibits his reservations about the adequacy of the information.  The respondents say that this is more than twenty years old information and they have already put in massive manpower in digging out the old record.  
		The Commission feels that the respondents have taken bonafide measures in providing the available information. Any further effort shall disproportionately divert their resources. 
		We feel that sufficient information as available with them has been given.  No more intervention of the Commission is called for.
		Disposed.

								       Sd/-
05.07.2017                                                              (Yashvir Mahajan)
						State Information Commissioner















STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
RED CROSS BUILDING SECTOR 16, MDHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Sukhchain Singh
S/o Sh. Ajit Singh,
Sanan Mohalla,Ward No.11, 
Fatehgarh Churian, Tehsil Batala,
Distt. Gurdaspur.    				      				    											   Appellant  
Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Executive Officer,
Nagar Council, Fetehgarh Churian,
Distt. Gurdaspur  

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Deputy Director,
Urban Local Bodies,
Amritsar.                                                                             			Respondents

         APPEAL CASE NO.4086/2016

	Date of RTI Application 	: 	19.07.2016			
	Date of 	First Appeal	:	15.09.2016		
				Date of order of FAA 	:  	Reply: 13.10.2016
				Date of Second Appeal	:	14.12.2016

Present:	Sh. Sukhchain Singh, Appellant in person.
		1. Sh. Anil Mehta, the then E.O., Fatehgarh Churian now E.O. at Dinanagr,
		2. Sh. Harjinder Singh, Nagar Council, Fatehgarh Churian –for Respondents. 

ORDER
		In response to the show cause notice issued by the Commission, Sh. Anil Mehta, E.O., Nagar Council, Dinanagar is present.  He has filed an affidavit wherein he says that there has not been a regular incumbent of the office of the E.O., Nagar Council, Fatehgarh Churian as the officers were shuffled frequently and that explains the delay.  He adds that as the matter was sub-judice, no action was possible.  The status about the property mentioned in the original application has been conveyed to the information seeker.  He says that there was no ill intent or malafide on their part in withholding the information.  The Commission accepts the explanation and files the show cause notice issued.  As the information has already been furnished, no more action is called for.  The appeal is disposed.
								         Sd/-
05.07.2017                                                               (Yashvir Mahajan)
					               State Information Commissioner
	 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
        RED CROSS BUILDING, SECTOR 16, MDHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
            Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 072-2864125,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Dalbir Singh
S/o Late Sh. Hakam Singh,
R/o House No.3330, Sector-46-C,
Chandigarh							               	Appellant
Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Tehsildar 
Chamkaur Sahib, Distt. Ropar

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,
Roopnagar									Respondents

APPEAL CASE NOs.987 and 993 of 2017

			Date of RTI Application 	: 	19.12.2015/14.03.2016						Date of First Appeal	:	16.03.201516.04.2016	
			Date of order of FAA 	:  	Reply: 10.03.2016
			Date of Second Appeal	: 	27.03.2017

Present:	Sh. Dalbir Singh, Appellant in person.
		1. Sh. Satwinder Pal Singh, Naib Tehsildar, Chamkaur Sahib, and 
		2. Sh. Bhupinder Singh, Sr. Assistant, O/o Director, Land Records, Jalandhar – for 		    Respondents.
.

ORDER


		The case could not be heard through video conferencing as the appellant and the respondents have come present in Commission’s office at Chandigarh despite notice.
		We had observed the following on 06.06.2017 :-
		“Since the basic issue concerning the appeals in hand is identical, this single order shall dispose of both the appeals.
		The appellant had sought to know a detailed information about allotment of custodian land in village Raipur in Chamkaur Sahib Tehsil.
		Sh. Satwinder Pal Singh, Naib Tehsildar who is present in person submits that the relevant record is being maintained in the office of the Director, Land Records, Punjab, Jalandhar.  The same probably is available in the urdu script and only the officials in the office of the Director, Land Records are equipped to decipher it.  These applications should have been forwarded to the 									                Contd…page…2
						-2-

APPEAL CASE NOs. 987 and 993 of 2017
Director, Land Records, Punjab, Jalandhar by the respondents.  Having failed, the Commission directs the office of the Director, Land Records, Jalandhar to look into the same and arrange to provide the information at the earliest. Meanwhile the respondents shall also liaise with the               
Director, Land Records, Punjab, Jalandhar in assisting them to do the needful.” 
		Sh. Bhupinder Singh, Sr. Assistant appearing on behalf of the Director, Land Records has brought along copies of original allotment letter which has been handed over to the appellant on spot.  We believe that the entire information as asked for in the original application has been supplied.  No further action is called for.
		Disposed.	

								Sd/-
05.07.2017					            (Yashvir Mahajan)
						State Information Commissioner


CC: 	The Director, Land Records, Punjab, Kapurthala Road, Jalandhar. 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
 RED CROSS BUILDING, SECTOR 16, MDHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 072-2864125,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com


Sh. Bahadur Singh
S/o Sh. Gurnaib Singh
Vill. Jheurheri, Tehsil & Distt. S.A.S.Nagar			               	Appellant

Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,
Kharar

First Appellate Authority,
O/o District Development & Panchayat Officer,
S.A.S. Nagar.									Respondents


APPEAL CASE NO.1004/2017

			Date of RTI Application 	: 	04.01.2017							Date of First Appeal	:	23.02.2017	
			Date of order of FAA 	:  	Reply: 21.03.2017
			Date of Second Appeal	: 	29.03.2017

Present:	Sh. Bahadur Singh, Appellant in person.
		Sh. Hoshiar Singh, Panchayat Secretary, O/o BDPO, Kharar – for Respondents.
.

ORDER
		
		The appellant had sought an information concerning the land allegedly belonging to the shamlat deh of village Jheurheri, Block Kharar which has been acquired for the erection of the International Airport at Mohali, the compensation made against the acquisition and its utilization in the shape of various development works.  The details of the amount lying in the various banks has also been called for.  The appellant adds that about Rs.50 crores have accrued to the gram panchayat as a compensation.  He apprehends an embezzlement of the funds at the level of the gram panchayat.

									Contd..page…2
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		Sh. Hoshiar Singh, Panchayat Secretary appearing on behalf of the respondents submits that the record concerning his appeal has been sent to the Joint Director, Rural Development and Panchayats Department, Punjab who is holding an enquiry into the same.
		Be that as it is the appeal is directed to the Joint Director, Rural Development and Panchayats Department, Punjab, Mohali who shall ensure that the record as sought by the information seeker is delivered to him if admissible and a written reply is filed on the notice thus issued by the Commission positively before the next date of hearing.
		To come up on 03.08.2017at 11.30 AM. 

              
								          Sd/- 
05.07.2017					                      (Yashvir Mahajan)
							State Information Commissioner

CC:  	The Joint Director, 
	Rural Development and Panchayats Department, Punjab, Vikas Bhawan, 
	Sector – 62, SAS Nagar (Mohali) for information and immediate necessary 	action.

       STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
 RED CROSS BUILDING, SECTOR 16, MDHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 072-2864125,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Jaspal Singh (98150-17246)
S/o Sh. Ramesh Arora, 
H;No.319/3, Gurdeep Nagar,
Jagraon, Distt. Ludhiana						               	Appellant

Versus
Public Information Officer,
O/o Executive Officer,
Nagar Council, 
Jagraon,


First Appellate Authority,
O/o Regional Deputy Director, Urban Local Bodies,
Ludhiana									Respondents

APPEAL CASE NO.1049/2017

			Date of RTI Application 	: 	19.01.2017							Date of First Appeal	:	22.02.2017	
			Date of order of FAA 	:  	Nil
			Date of Second Appeal	: 	05.04.2017

Present:	Sh. Jaspal Singh, Appellant in person.
		1. Sh. Balwinder Singh, E.O., N.C., Jagraon,
		2. Sh. Amarinder Singh, Superintendent, NC, Jagraon – for Respondents.

ORDER

		The case has been heard through video conferencing.
		
		Sarvshri  Balwinder Singh, E.O. and Amarinder Singh, Superintendent, Nagar Council, Jagraon have come present in Commission’s office at Chandigarh.
		We had passed the following order on 06.06.2017 :-
		“The appellant had sought to know the information concerning the regularization of illegal colonies following a notification issued by the Government.  He is also interested to know the details of development works having been executed in these illegal colonies, besides various fees charged from the colonizers.
		The respondents are directed to provide him information on the above subject lucidly under intimation to the Commission before the next date of hearing.”
		As already observed the appellant is seeking information concerning the regularization of the illegal colonies in the town of Jagraon.  The respondents say that the applications 									                Contd…page…2
						-2-

APPEAL CASE NO.1049/2017
made by the colonizers have been forwarded in original to the Regional Deputy Director, Urban Local Bodies, Ludhiana who is the competent authority towards regularization.  As the application has not been addressed to by the E.O., Nagar Council, Jagraon, the same is directed to the Regional Deputy               
Director, Urban Local Bodies, Ludhiana with the advice to apprise the appellant of the admissible information available with him.  The E.O., Nagar Council, Jagraon shall forward his original application to the Regional Deputy Director, Urban Local Bodies, Ludhiana who shall respond to the appellant under intimation to the Commission before the next date of hearing positively.
		To come up on 23.08.2017 at 11.30 AM through video conferencing at Ludhiana.

								  Sd/-
05.07.2017					            (Yashvir Mahajan)									State Information Commissioner


CC:	The Regional Deputy Director,
	Urban Local Bodies, Ludhiana, for information and immediate necessary action.

               STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
	   RED CROSS BUILDING, SECTOR-16, MADHYA MARG, CHANDIGARH
	       Tele No. 0172-2864112, FAX No. 0172-2864125,  Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Gurbax Singh,
House No.16-C, Dr. Kitchlu Nagar,
Rajpura Road, Civil Lines,
Ludhiana		            				              		      Appellant 

						Versus

Public Information Officer,
O/o Director, 
Rural Development & Panchayat  Deptt. Punjab,
Vikas Bhawan, Sector-62, S.A.S. Nagar.

Public Information Officer,
O/o Director of Public Instructions (EE), Punjab,
Vidya Bhawan, Pb. School Edu. Board Complex, 
Sector – 62, SAS Nagar (Mohali).

First Appellate Authority
O/o Financial Commissioner, 
Rural Development & Panchayat, Punjab,
Punjab Civil Sectt. Chandigarh       					            Respondents

			            APPEAL CASE NOs.3541 and 3543 of 2016
			Date of RTI Application 	:	16.04.2016					Date of First Appeal		:	21`.05.2016
			Date of Order of FAA		:	Nil
			Date of Second Appeal	:	23.08.2016

Present:	Sh. Gurbax Singh, Appellant in person.
		Smt. Jasbir Kaur, Sr. Assistant, O/o DPI (EE), Mohali – for Respondents.

ORDER
		The following order was passed by this forum on 27.06.2017 :
		“Heard.
		This may be read in continuation of the Commission’s order dated 11.05.2017. 
		The officials of the different Public Authorities are passing the buck on each other.  Till date the Commission was put under the impression that the information is available with the Director of Public Instructions (EE).
									               Contd… Page.  2
						-2-
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		Smt. Jasbir Kaur, Senior Assistant appearing on behalf of the PIO in the office of the Director of Public Instructions (EE) has denied the availability of record with them, a copy of which has           
been requisitioned by the information seeker.  The Directorate of Rural Development and Panchayats have been unable to show the communication vide which they have forwarded the copy of the enquiry                      
to the Director of Public Instructions (EE).  They have been unable to vindicate the stance they have been consistently taking.
		The Commission finds that the matter is being taken very lightly and in a very slip shod manner by the concerned Department.  We feel that they are intentionally withholding the information.  Sh. Gurmeet Singh Sidhu, PIO – cum –Deputy Director  (Hqr.), O/o Director of Rural Development & Panchayats is hereby issued a show cause notice to explain in a self-attested affidavit as to why a penalty @ Rs.250/- per day of delay subject to maximum of Rs.25,000/- till the complete information is furnished, be not imposed under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 on him for causing willful delay / denial of the information to the RTI applicant and why the compensation be not awarded to the Appellant under Section 19 (8) (b) of the Act  for the detriment suffered by him. 
		In addition to the written reply, the PIO is also given an opportunity under Section 20(1) proviso thereto, for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  He may take note that in case he does not file his written reply and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him ex parte.  Meanwhile the concerned official of the DPI (EE) should also stand in attendance on the next date of hearing.” 
									         Contd… Page.  3
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		It is a matter of serious concern that despite the issue of show cause notice
Sh. Gurmeet Singh Sidhu, PIO – cum – Deputy Director (Hqr.), O/o Director, Rural Development and Panchayats, Punjab, is neither present nor any explanation has been given in writing.  Having failed to avail of the opportunity, the Commission is well within its reach to impose a penalty on him at his juncture.  However, in the interest of an adequate fair play a final opportunity is afforded to him to explain his conduct before the next date of hearing positively.  Be it noted that no more opportunity shall be afforded.
		To come up on 09.08.2017 at 11.30 AM.

									Sd/-
05.07.2017							 (Yashvir Mahajan)
							State Information Commissioner

PS: 	Sh. Ramandeep Singh, Clerk, O/o District Education Officer (EE), Ludhiana 	appeared after the hearing was over.  He was apprised of the above order.


Cc:  	The Director of Public Instructions (EE), Punjab, 
        	Vidya Bhawan, Pb. School Education Board Complex,
      	Sector – 62, SAS Nagar (Mohali) – for information and immediate n/a.

CC: 	The Director of Rural Development & Panchayats, Punjab,
       	Vikas Bhawan, Sector 62, SAS Nagar (Mohali) for information and immediate 	n/a.
		
