STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888 
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Complaint Case No. 1302 of 2015
Date of institution:18.05.2015
Date of decision: 01.10.2015 

Sh. Vishal Goyal, (76962-14009)

C/o Chamber No. 18 & 19, 
New Court Complex Mansa-151505.




.…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Inspector General of Police,

Patiala Range, Barrandari Garden,

District Patiala.





      
          …...Respondent

Present:   
Sh. Vishal Goyal, complainant in person. 

None for the respondent. 
ORDER
1. The RTI application is dated 19.02.2015 whereby the information-seeker has sought information as mentioned in his RTI application. He filed complaint in the Commission on 18.05.2015 under Section 18 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act).
2. Notice was issued to the parties for hearing for 14.07.2015 in the Commission.

3. The complainant files written submission requesting that he may be allowed to amend his RTI application in light of the response of the PIO o/o DIG, Patiala received by him vide letter dated 14.08.2015. He further requests that remaining information on following two points should also be provided by the respondent. 

i) Appointment order of Sh. Sulakhan Singh as constable.
ii) Promotion order of Sh. Sulakhan Singh as Sub-Inspector. 
4. The respondent was neither present during the hearing on 22.09.2015 which was declared public holiday by the Govt. of Punjab. He is not present at today’s hearing also. 
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5.
After hearing the complainant and perusing the application dated 01.10.2015 submitted by him, the complainant is allowed to amend his request for seeking information from the PIO. It is also observed that the information has not been provided by the respondent on two points as mentioned in para-3 above. Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in Civil Appeal no. 10787-10788 of 2011 titled Chief Information Commissioner & another Vs State of Manipur and another has held in its order on 12.12.2011:- 

(31.  We uphold the said contention and do not find any error in the impugned judgment of the High Court whereby it has been held that the Commissioner while entertaining a complaint under Section 18 of the said Act has no jurisdiction to  pass an order providing for access to the information).



In wake of above the application dated 01.10.2015 submitted by the complainant in the Commission during the hearing today is allowed as per Office Order no. 10 of the Commission issued on 24.07.2012. In the light of application dated 01.10.2015 and the information having not been provided by the respondent on two points mentioned in para 3 above this case is remanded to the PIO office of D.G Police, Punjab for disposal as per provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 afresh.  The Instant Complaint Case is hereby disposed of and closed.  
6.
 Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
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PS

Sh. Maninder Singh, Constable o/o D.G. Police, Punjab Sector -9, Chandigarh  came present after the hearing was over and he was briefed about the proceedings of the case. 
Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
CC:
PIO office of Director General of Police, 

(Regd. Post)
Punjab, Sector -9, 
Chandigarh.  




STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888 
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Appeal Case No. 1772 of 2015 

Sh. Raj Singh  (M-9814241257)

S/o Shri Isher Singh,

r/o Village Todarwal,

Post Office Babarpur,

Tehsil Nabha,

District Patiala-147201.

       



.…Appellant

Versus

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o District Transport Officer,

Sangrur.

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o State Transport Commissioner, Punjab,

SCO No.177-178, Sector 17-C,

Chandigarh.  





         …...Respondents
Show Cause Notice:-
Sh. Rajesh Dhiman, PCS, 






(Regd. Post)
PIO-cum- DTO, 
O/o District Transport Officer,

District- Sangrur.
Present:   
Sh. Han Raj on behalf of the appellant.  

None for the respondent. 

ORDER
1. Sh. Hans Raj on behalf of the appellant is present in the Commission. He states that incomplete and illegible information has been provided by the respondent.  
2. The respondent was not present during the hearing on 14.09.2015, 22.09.2015 as well as today. 
3. It appears that incomplete and illegible information has been provided by the respondent to the appellant and as such has violated the spirit of the RTI Act, 2005. 
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This indicates that the respondent PIO takes the RTI Act in a casual manner and has failed to comply with the provisions of the Act. It appears that he has intentionally and willfully denied/ not provided the information to the appellant and therefore, I deem it appropriate to issue show cause notice under section 20 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005, to PIO, Sh. Rajesh Dhiman, PCS,  as to why penalty be not imposed upon him for willful delay/ denial in providing the information to the RTI applicant. Also, why the compensation be not awarded to the RTI applicant under Section 19 (8)(b) of the Act for detriment suffered. He is directed to file his reply to the show cause notice in writing in the form of affidavit before the next date of hearing.


In addition to his submission, the PIO is also hereby given an opportunity under Section 20(1) proviso thereto, for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing. He may note that in case he does not file his submission and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the next date fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him ex-parte. The respondent is directed to bring the original record about which the information has been sought. The matter is adjourned for further hearing on 20.10.2015 at 10:00 A.M. 
4.
Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888 
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Appeal Case No. 1773 & 1774 of 2015 

Gurmeet Kaur (94781-63935)

D/o Sh. Visakhi Singh,

R/o Matoi, P.O. Tehsil Malerkotla,

District Sangrur-148023.


       



.…Appellant

Versus

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Senior Superintendent of Police,

Sangrur.
2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Inspector General of Police,

Police Zone-1, Baradari,

Patiala.  






         …...Respondent

Present:   
Ms Gurmeet Kaur as appellant in Appeal Case no. 1774 of 2015 and on behalf of appellant in Appeal Case no. 1773 of 2015.  
For the respondent: Sh. Ajaib Singh, ASI (80545-45411) on behalf of respondent no.1 alongwith Sh. Avtar Singh, ASI, Police Station Sadar, Ahmedgarh.  
ORDER
1. Ms Gurmeet Kaur is present in the Commission and states that no information has been provided by the respondent till date.  
2. The respondent states that an adjournment may be given to file written submission in this case. He further states that the challan has already been presented in the Court on 25.11.2014 and the complete record is available in the Judicial Court file. However, the information available with the respondent on record shall be provided to the appellants. 

3. The respondent is directed to bring the available file pertaining to case no. 58 about which the information has been sought. The respondent is further directed to provide the information as per RTI Act by hand on the next date of hearing in the Commission. The respondent is also directed to file written submission giving details of this case. 
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4. The matter is adjourned for further hearing on 20.10.2015 at 10:00 AM. 
5. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be placed on each Appeal Case no. 1773 & 1774 of 2015 and also be sent to the parties. 
Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888 
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Appeal Case No. 1775 of 2015
Sh. Udam Lal Singla, (97804-65157)

R/o # 42, First Floor,

Sector -70, S.A.S. Nagar.  

       





.…Appellant

Versus

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

S.A.S. Nagar.   

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

S.A.S. Nagar.   





         …...Respondent

Present:   
None present.
ORDER
1. Neither the appellant nor the respondent is present at today's hearing. No intimation has been received from either about not attending the hearing.  
2. The matter is adjourned for further hearing on 20.10.2015 at 10:00 A.M. 
3. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 
Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888 
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Appeal Case No.  1737 of 2015 

Date of institution:19.05.2015
Date of decision: 01.10.2015
Sh. Paramjit Singh  Mall (M-9653268807)

President, All India Bureau for Anti

Corruption Social Welfare Society (Regd.),

H.O. 485, Near Singh Sabha Gurdwara,

Ward No.57, Mithapur,

Jalandhar-16000



    



.…Appellant

Versus

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o Senior Superintendent of Police (Rural),

Jalandhar. 
2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o  Director General of Police, Punjab,

Sector 9, Chandigarh.  




         …...Respondent

Present:   
None for the appellant.  

For the respondent: Sh. Ashwani Kumar, ASI.  
ORDER
1. The RTI application is dated 18.12.2014 vide which the appellant has sought information as enumerated in his RTI application. First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter FAA) on 24.03.2015 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on 19.05.2015 under Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act).

2.
Notice of hearing was issued to the parties for 13.07.2015 in the Commission.

3.
The appellant has not attended any of the three hearings held by the Commission. Besides, no intimation has been received from him about the reason of absence. 
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4.
The respondent states that reply to the Notice of the Commission has already been sent vide letter no. 170-D-RTI dated 06.07.2015 and that copy thereof was sent to the appellant by registered post. He further states that the information was sent to the appellant earlier vide letter no. 346-D-RTI dated 20.01.2015. The respondent requests that the case may be filed because no delay has been caused in providing the information to the appellant.   
5.
After hearing the respondent and perusing the file, it is ascertained that the information to the appellant on his RTI application dated 18.12.2014 was provided by the respondent vide letter dated 20.01.2015. On filing appeal in the Commission, the information has again been provided by registered post vide letter dated 06.07.2015. The appellant has not attended the hearing of the Commission consecutively thrice thereby entailing that he does not want to pursue this case further. In wake of above, the instant Appeal Case is hereby disposed of and closed.   
6. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888 
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Appeal Case No.  1731 of 2015
Date of institution:19.05.2015
Date of decision: 01.10.2015 

Sh. Makhan Singh (M-9915169047)

S/o Shri Jagir Singh, 

Village Bika,

Post Office  Khan Khana,

District  S.B.S. Nagar-144508.





.…Appellant

Versus

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o State Transport Commissioner, Punjab,

SCO No.177-178, Sector 17-C,

Chandigarh.

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o  State Transport Commissioner, Punjab,

SCO No.177-178, Sector 17-C,

Chandigarh. 

3. Public Information Officer,

O/o Director, State Transport, Punjab,

Sector 17, Chandigarh.  





         ...Respondent

Present:   
None for the appellant.   

For the respondent: Sh. Mangat Khan, CIR (94176-87786) and office of Director, State Transport, Punjab and Sh. Gurpal Singh, APIO office of STC, Punjab.      

ORDER
1. Vide his RTI application dated 30.01.2015  the appellant has sought information from the PIO office of Secretary Transport on 8 points enumerated in his RTI application. On not getting satisfactory response from the PIO first appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority and second appeal was filed in the Commission on 19.05.2015 under Section 19 of the RTI Act, 2005.
2. Notice was issued to the parties for hearing on 13.07.2015 in the Commission.
Contd……..p 2
Appeal Case No.  1731 of 2015 

3. The appellant has not attended any of the three hearings held by the Commission. 

4. The respondent has filed reply to the Notice of the Commission on 13.07.2015 mentioning therein that the information on all the points has already been provided to him vide letter no. 39-2015/RTI/ Asst/ 1915 dated 18.03.2015. The appellant was intimated that the information on point no. 1 & 4 pertained to   18 public authorities of the department where independent PIOs have been designated to provide the information and the appellant may seek the information from those authorities directly. In response to the letter dated 13.07.2015, the appellant has sent written submission dated 15.07.2015 to the Commission as well as the respondent who filed additional written submission vide letter dated 02.09.2015 that the written submission dated 15.07.2015 is in shape of questions which need not be replied as per provisions of the RTI Act. 
5. The perusal of file shows that the information on 6 points has been provided by the respondent to the appellant vide letter dated 18.03.2015. The information regarding point no. 1 & 4 is to be provided by 18 public authorities of the department of State Transport and these public authorities have independent PIOs and the appellant can seek information separately from the concerned public authorities. The appellant has not attended the hearings of the Commission consecutively thrice thereby entailing that he does not want to pursue his case in the Commission further. The appellant cannot 
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seek information on single RTI application from multiple public authorities. Full Bench of State Information Commission, Punjab has in Complaint Case no. 2903 of 2011 decided on 13.01.2012 as under:- 
We hold that under Section 6(3) of the Act ibid the legal obligation of a PIO who receives a request for information under Section 6(1) of the Act is limited to transfer this request to only one public authority that holds the information. This obligation does not extend to transfer the request to multiple public authorities.


In wake of above this Appeal Case is hereby disposed of and closed. 
6. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 
Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888 
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Complaint Case No. 1579 of 2015
Sh. Balwant Singh S/o Sh. Jarnail Singh,

R/o # 21-A, Yuvraj Residency, Opp. Raman Enclave,

Sector-117, Chajju Majra Road, Kharar,

District- S.A.S. Nagar.


   



.…Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sub Registrar,

S.A.S. Nagar.





      
          …...Respondent

Present:   
None present.

ORDER
1. Neither the appellant nor the respondent is present at today's hearing. No intimation has been received from either about not attending the hearing.  
2. The matter is adjourned for further hearing on 20.10.2015 at 10:00 A.M. 
3. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 
Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Fax 0172-4630888
Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Appeal Case No. 3550 of 2014 

Ms. Kiran Devi, 

D/o Sh. Jagan Nath,

R/o 21328, Street No. 1 (Dr. Nohariyan Wali Street),

Power House Road,

Bathinda-151001. 








.…Appellant.

Versus

1. Public Information Officer,

O/o District Food & Supply Controller,

Bathinda. 

2. First Appellate Authority,

O/o Commissioner, Food Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs, Punjab,

Sector-17, Chandigarh. 


      


        ….Respondent

Present:   
None present.

ORDER
1. Neither the appellant nor the respondent is present at today's hearing. No intimation has been received from either about not attending the hearing.  
2. The matter is adjourned for further hearing on 20.10.2015 at 10:00 A.M. 
3. Announced in the Court. Copy of the order be sent to the parties. 
Chandigarh






      
 (Parveen Kumar)

Dated: 01.10.2015


                     
        State Information Commissioner
